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i’ay Homage
To Mugivan

Hundreds of grief-stricken
friends, showmen mourn
at bier of circus magnate

— —

PERU, Ind,, Jan. 27.—The bustling
activity of Peru, the Circus City, was
stilled to a brooding quietude this
morning as the last sad rites were said
over the mortal remains of Jerry
Mugivan while hundreds of grief-stricken
friends bowed their heads and murmured
a prayer for the departed ocircus magnate.
All circusdom gathered here to mourn at
his bler. Never before has the Circus
City been host to such a cosmopolitan
throng. Multimillionaires and execu-
tives high in the councils of showdom
and business rubbed eikows with work-
men, and mingling with thees crowd
were circusfolk of every rank. All met
on the common ground of deep and
sincere sorrow for their departed friend,
affectionately referred to as ‘‘boss’.

All day Sunday the body lay in state
at the late residence at Main and Hunt.
ington streets, and thruout the day
there was a continuous stream of people
trudging silently thru the falling snow
to pay a last tribute to the noted show-
man. The room where the body lay was
banked with hundreds of beautiful floral
tributes sent from the four corners of
the United States, and attesting more
than any mere words could the high
esteem in which all showdom held Jerry
Mugivan. Many showfolks were unable
to reach Peru until this morning, some
having not heard of Mugivan’s death in
time to arrive earlier, and other living
at such a great distance that they
arrived only barely in’ time for the
funeral. Services were <conducted at
9 o'clock at St. Charles Catholic Church,

(See PAY HOMAGE on page 89)

Columbia’s Big

Australian Deal

\

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Columbia Pic-
tures, thru a deal arranged Saturday,
will present all of its products in the
Union Theaters of Australia, the island’s
largest and most impcrtant chain, com-
prising about 60 theaters. The deal was
consummated by Stuart F. Doyle, man-
aging director of Union Theaters, Ltd,
and John Jones, head of Greater
Australian Films, representing Columbia
in Australia.

Another matter of Interest in the
Columbia circles is the appointment of
Phil Dunas, formerly branch manager of
the Chicago office, as district manager of
the Mid-Western territory. He replaced
Cecil Maberry, who resigned. C. C. Wal-
lace fills the post of Chicago branch
manager, vacated by Dunas.

Premiere Postponed Again

BOSTON, Jan., 27.—~Again a Ziegfeld
world premiere has been postponed.
Simple Simon, starring Ed Wynn, origi-
nally set for Janhuary 20, at the .Colinjal
Theater, and later advertised for January
24, was unexpectedly postponed a second
time, when news came Friday noon that
the orchestrations had not arrived. Other
unavoidable delays with settings and
properties and the need of more re-
hearsals have caused the opening to be
deferred until January 27,
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Vaudeville Leads Theater
Business in Portland, Me.

PORTLAND, Me., Jan. 27.—The
local Keith management took a wise
step the first of the year, when it re-
turned to a five-act vaudeville pro-
gram, and that house is now the best
patronized. in the city. Capacity
audiences are becoming more and
more frequent, and standing lines are
not unccmmon,

Keith's went to -a straight-picture
program last summer, after weeks of
slim vaudeville audiences.

Spirited Competition
For West Canada Fairs

Morris & Castle, Royal American, Barnes-Carruthers, Sun,
Thaviu’s Band share in contracts—Ilargest assemblage

of fair men and showmen

ever in Winnipeg

—

Judgment for

$342,158

Adds to Fox’s Worries

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—To add to Wil-
lilam Fox’'s other worries a judgment in
default for §342,168 in favor of the Pub-~
lic Nattonal Bank & Trust Company of
76 Wall street was entered Saturday
in the county clerk’s office. In addi-
tion dispatches from the West Coast
state a receiver has been sought for the
Pacific Coast Theaters, Inc., in Superior
Court. The West Coast Theaters, Inc,
was named as codefendant. This suit is
expected to be withdrawn today.

Samuel Untermeyer, chief counsel for
Fox, dubbed the latter effort as spite
work, while regarding the judgment of
the Public National Bank & Trust Com-
pany he stated that friends of Fox
would make arrangements to pay and
take it over.

Unless Fox is able to show substantial
financial backing today before Federal

Judge Frank J. Coleman, a receiver will
be appointed to take charge of the af-
fairs of the Fox Film Corporation. The
petition for receivership was made by
three stockholders, and followed Fox's
rejection of the suggested appointment
of three new trustees.

Fox is fighting with his back to the
wall, with numerous rumorzs current
concerning his financlal backing, the
latest of which, tho unconfirmed, is that
he has received $20,000,000 backing from
& foreign banking institution.

Due to the numerous rumors cur-
rent, and in particular the rumor the
latter part of last week that an agree-
ment had been effected betwecen Fox and
his adversaries, the Fox stocks showed a
vast jump, the first noteworthy rise since
the slump in the Wall street crash a few
weeks ago. :

Stagehands To Continue
Weekly Rebate of 35 Each

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The rebate of

$5 a week from each member of the’

traveling crews of the Mutual Burlesque
Association has been continued by the
general executive board of the Inter-
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees, which adjourned here today
after the quarterly meeting. -

President William J. Canavan granted
the concession to the burlesque circuit
last month. The continuance of the

rebate to assist the Mutual Association
was taken up with the board by I. H.
Herk, president of burlesque circuit.

The $5 rebate will be continued until
April 1, when it will be reduced to $4
weekly until May 1, and from then until
June 1 it will be $2 weekly.

The reduction was granted to aid the
burlesque wheel in getting thru a
financial difficulty it is now facing.

“Hell Harbor”, Florida
Film, Has World Premiere

TAMPA, Fla., Jan. 27.—The world pre-
miere of Hell Harbor, latest starring
vehicle for Lupe Velez, produced by
Henry Xing, was had at the Victory
Theater here Friday. night before an
audience which looked typically Holly-
woodian. It was a big night for Tampa,
because this is the first picture ever
produced in Florida. It was an equally
big night for King, who received an ova-
tion which lasted many minutes, and
he was repeatedly called back. On his
third trip he was presented with a hand-
some gold watch from Tampa cltizens.

Filmed in the beautiful tropical set-
tings of Rocky Point, on Tampa Bay,
just outside the city limits of Tampa,
the picture itself is really a  winner.
Lupe Velez and her coworkers have been
given a splendid vehicle in which to dis-
play the peculiar charm and appeal

woven around this actress, and her work
in this picture again stamps her as a
master in emotional appeal.

Thomas Meighan was present to tell
of his belief in Floride as a future
motion picture center and to tell also
that without doubt other pictures will
soon be made here. He won for himself
a glant’s share in the evening’s premiere
entertainment.

Claims Guild Owes Salary

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—A claim for two
weeks’ salary oy Juaith Anderson against
the Theater Guild will be heard to-
morrow by a board of the American Arbi-
tration Association. The basis of the
claim and the details of the split have
been denied the press.

WINNIPEG, Jan. 27. — The annual
meetings of the Western Canada Associa-
tion of Exhibitions (Class A fairs) and
the Western Fairs Association (Class B
fairs), held last Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at the Royal Alexandra Hotel
here, saw the biggest and most repre-
sentative gathering of fair men and
showmen ever assembled In Winnipeg.
An outstanding feature of the meeting
was the spirited contest for the amuse-
ment midway contracts, with the Morris
& Castle Shows being awarded the Class
A fairs and the Royal American Shows
the Class B There was also keen com-
petition among free attractions people
for the platform contracts, with Barnes-
Carruthers landing the A fairs and the
Gus Sun Booking Exchange the B fairs.
The competition was also true of the
bands.

Two Important announcements were
made. The first was that next year at
the time of the annual meeting Winni-
peg would have a fair plant under way
and be in a position to negotiate for
dates and attractions for an exhibition of
six days, to be held in the summer of
1931. The second was that at the World’s
Grain Exposition and Congress, to be
held in Regina in 1932, a prize list total-
ing" $200,000 would be arranged. Com-
petition will be open to the world and 65
grain-growing countries, States and
provinces have already signified their
intention of competing. The Regina
show will be the biggest of the kind ever
held. It will last for two weeks or one
month, and special attractions of the
highest order will be engaged. Directors
expect that amusement companies of the
largest class will bid for contracts. This
show will be apart from the regular
Western Canada fairs and will contract

(See CANADA FAIRS on page 90)

Burlesquers
Left Stranded

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 27.-—The Palace
Theater, operating with a stock bur-
lesque policy; closed Saturday night,.
owing performers, stagehands, musicians
and all attaches one week’s salary. The
house opened wunder most auspicious
conditions under the management of
Harry Hirsch, acting under the instruec- .
tions of H. W. McCall and Warren B.
Irons, promoters and owners. Business
was on the average, but the inroads of
the Dauphine Thcater cut heavily in the
revenues. The principals did excellent
work, assistéd by a snappy chorus, but
somehow or other red ink was prominent
on the ledger. During the last two weeks
Manager Hirsch financed the proposition
personally, but the strain was too much.

The principals and chorus of the closed
Palace gave two performances Saturday
on the community plan, in the hope of
raising sufficient money to return to
their homes. Brennan, owner and man-
ager of Coffee Dan’'s, a new venture in
the city, is arranging a benefit at that
place to assist the stranded professionals.
Nightly the acts are fed by Brennan.
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Equity Backs Post in Fight
T'o Change Law Aiding Actors

Frank Gillmore to head delegatiori urging the actor be
relieved of responsibility in production of salacious plays
—hearing February 4 at Albany

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Frank Gillmore, president of-Actors’ Equity, will appear
pefore the Committee o Codes in the State capitol, February 4, to urge. the
adoption by the State Legislature of a bill to amend the penal law covering the

production of obscene and salacious plays.

The bill of amendment is sponsored

by Assemblyman Langdon W. Post and is intended to modify Section 1140-A of

the code in which the folléewing parties
concernecd are liable for the production
of a play which is judged corrupting to
the morals of ycuth: owner, manager,
producer, actor, director or agent.

Post’s bill seeks to leave the actor out
of those classified as liable: until such
time as a court of law had established
definitely the actor’s connecticn with
the - play in question, and whether or
not he might be an actually responsible
party in the matter of law violation.

Under prevailing conditions the actor,
if connected with a play judged in._viola-
tion of the penal ccde, is taken into
custody in company with the general
stage crew and others connected with
the production. whereas it is now pro-
posed that the code covering this pro-
cedure be amended to allow a ccurt of
law to establish the identity of the
responsible party in the production of a
dramatic work which is judged in viola-
‘tion of the law.

There is one outstanding case of actors
who were playing in a production ar-
rested as being salacious which will
come to trial here next month. The en-
Uire cast of Pleasure Man, the Mae West
production, closed a year and a half ago
by police, is charged with violating this
secticn of the penal code which Post
seeks to amend.

F reib{lrg Players
To Appear in Chi.

. CHICAGO, Jan. 27—The English-
gpeaking Freiburg Passion, Players,
headed by Georg Fassnacht, Sr., have
signed contracts calling for their appear-
ance for six weeks at the new Chicago
Civic Opera House, beginning May 4.
This will be the first dramatic event

foliowing the opera season. The Chicago

appearance of the Freiburg Company is
keing underwritten by several wealthy
and philanthropic citizens of the Windy
City for the benefit of the General
Foot Hospifal.

The original Freiburg version of the
Passion Play will be presented, and the
German groupn will present it entirely in
English. Charles N Lum, director, will
bring in an acting cast of 50, while the
extras selected locally will swell the cast
to nearly 500 personas.

Subscription' Theater

For Boston Proposed

BOSTON, Jan. 27—Ben H. Atwell,
representing the Victor Herbert Festival
and acting as spokesman for Boston
groups interested in the theater, are co-
operating with New York interests and
Lee Shubert in a subscription theater
project for Boston.

It is proposed to take over a theater
here, establish it as a permanent opera-
tion and present the best plays at re-
duced prices. Three theaters are being
considered for the project—the Majestic,
Apollo and Plymouth. The organization
will be modeled after the Drama League
of Chicago.

————

Philly Gets City Block
For People’s Theater

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—The State of
Pennsylvania has given one entire block
in Philadelphia to the people of that
city for a People’s Theater, it was learned
today. The block is between 22d and
234 streets, and from Market street to
the new Pennsylvania avenue.

A committee of 24 prominent citizens,
headed by Dr. George Woodward, wealthy
Philadelphian, have pledged themselves
to erect on the property a civic theater
to cost approximately $1,000,000.

From Out Front

JERRY GOFF, the young leading
man with Edgar Selwyn’s “Strike Up

the Band” at the Times Square
Theater, New York, who started his
theatrical career at the Boston Gon-
servatory of Music. From this start
Goff went to night club work and
finally won a small part in George
W hites “Manhattan Mary”. His pres-
ent role is the first of such propor-
tions he has had in @ Broadway
production. -

By CHARLES MORAN

NOTE—The opinions 3ta§'egl in this column are those of the writer -
and mneed mof reflect the policies of The Billboard, which are expressed

on the editorial page.—ED.

NCE, some years ago, | sought advice from the wrong quarter. |

was making a mcmentous decision.

One that might affect my

.enti.re life. The person from whom | asked counsel was not one
to. give it. Hf: took my problem and pictured for me exactly what |
might expect in the future. When he had heard me out and then com-
mentqd.on all sides of the problem at hand, never once having rendered
an opinion, he told me to make my own decision. To make it and stand
by it forever and never “bellyache”. The word has stuck with me since
?hat day. -It is a good word and is certainly applicable to the produc-
ing managers in the legitimate theater.

Time and time again tlhey have sought advice—paid advice—made
decisions and then ran out to the world and “bellyached’. "The practice
has brought them to the place where tlere is hardly a manager in the
theater who hasn’t a complaint against ticket speculation or stagehands or
actors’ unions or dramatists’ unions or artists’ unions or the inroads of
the silent picture or the inroads of the talking picture. The “bellyaching”
in this present period has reached such a stage that it is hard to find man-
agers who do not feel sorry for themselves. No sick man ever got well
thru sympathy, either his own or that of other people.

]

When a man is ill he does not telephone his best friend and discuss
his illness with him. He calls a docter. When the doctor comes he, if
he is a good doctor, diagnoses the ailment; finds the source of the com-
plaint, if he can; applies the curative, if one is known. If there is no way
of finding out the ailment or there is no known cure generally there are
two courses open to a physician. He either applies genial sympathy or
lets nature take its course.. Sometimes nature heals by its processes.

There is little doubt that the legitimale theater is sick. There is also
little doubt of the cause. But where is the doctor? What have the owners
of the legitimate theater ever done to find a doctor. Show business is not
such a sprawling industry that the ailment cannot be found. In legit. it
is very easy. The audiences that pay for entertainment are not there. The
solution to this problem is very simple., The prices are either too high, the
attraction too terrible or the amusement without atiraction. It would be
easy to determine the cause. 1 telieve the cause is well known.

And, too, T believe it can be remedied. It might be as easily remedied
as a bad cold in a strong man. The theater has no malignant disease and

" it can be saved. The cause of the illness is not hidden and the cure is

known. Why not go directly to the root of the matter?

The sick man who heals has never done it by “bellyaching’. Legit.
will not get well thru this course either. The vroblem is not one that will
be cured by irritation, but it can be arrested by dealing carefully with
the cause.

Waring Leases
Coast Theater

To produce musical com-.
edy—casting in New York
and Los Angeles

-~ ———

—

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Fred Waring, of
the Pennsylvanian Warings, has leased
the Mason Opera House at Los Angeles
from A. L, Erlanger for a period of eight
weeks with an option. Waring will open
the house March 20 with an original
musical comedy.

The obvious intention of the Pacific
Coast production is to run the show
there to establish 2 name and then make .-
g talking-singing picture of the attrac-
tion. Waring and his band will be one
of the main features of the production. ..

Altho the kook has not been written
yet, Waring’s representative here is deal-
ing witl® several librettists, who when
employed will complete a book around
an idea supplied by the band leader.
The music will be written by Tom War-
ing, formerly a feature with the War-
ing Band act, but of recent years .&
single in vaudeville. ;

The musical comedy will have a col--
lege Lackground to furnish the band and .
its features with a background for their- -
antics.

Among the cast will be the Three Girl;
Priends and Evelyn Nair, both of whom-
are now attractions with the Waring
Band. The casting for the production
will be done both here and in California. .
Several leading players will be shipped
from here and many recruited on the
Coast.

Casting is going on hers now and will
continue on the Coast with.the arrival
there of Waring. Complete details of the
production have not been finished,

Waring plays a one-day engagement
for Publix at Toledo January '31; a
three-day engagement at Champalign,
Ill,, February 7, 8 and 9, and a o%ne-
day date at Denver for Publix February
13. PFollowing these dates he will go
directly to Los Angeles, where he will
complete his casting. It is planned to
put the musical show into rehearsal
during the week of February 24.

Van Dyke Posts Bond

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—A bond of #3,-
000 has been posted to cover the Tom
Van Dyke production of Out of a Blue
Sky, which is scheduled . to open here
February 5. Van Dyke plans to open the-
show on that date despite the fact that
he is experiencing difficulty in casting
the leading role, which was first assigned
to Richard Sterling. Sterling was forced"
to withdraw from the cast due to illness, "
and the role was at that time given to
A. P. Kaye.

EAVES BUILDING

513 W46 ST
NEW YORK
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Hale Hamilton-Eidw. Wever

(laim Salaries From Fagan

Wever asks four weeks’ pay under clause added to con-

tract—dismissed without notice—Hamilton {vants wages
for abandoned production—hearings this week

- -

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—Two claims for salaries of actors who were connected
with the production of Nancy’s Private Affair will be heard this week against
Myron C. Fagan, manager of the show. The claims have been filed with the

Actors’ Equity Association by Hale Hamilton and Edward Wever.
hearings will be held. Fagan, backed by money

the Century Play Company, has experi-
enced trouble since this production was
opened. The players in Nancy’s Private
Affair are now working on cut salaries
and ‘have since the show opened.

Fagan commenced the season planning
at least two productions. The present
attraction was designed for a November
opening, but -according to his .answer
to the claim of Hamilton, booking dif-
ficulties interfered with the production.
Peter Flies High, Fagan’s second offering,
has not as yet materialized.

Wever is asking four weeks’ salary less
five-eighths which ‘was paid him before
he was released after the Jackson Heights
opening. The actor is basing his claim
on a clause added to his minimum basic
contract that states neither party could
terminate the agreement within the
first four weeks of the New York engage-
ment.

Wever says he was let out without
notjce after the opening in Jackson
Heights and for this work he was paid
five-eighths of a week’s salary. Gavin
Muir went into the role on the following
evening. Wever’s claim asks for the re-
mainder of the four weeks’ pay he says
is due him under the terms of his con-
tract. _

Hamilton, now with Henry Duffy in
stock on the Pacific Coast, is asking one
week's salary. His contention is that
Fagan employed him and then aban-
dened the production within the seven-
aay period. Fagan, according to Hamil-
tan, kept him waiting for the show to
be put into rehearsal, which he promised
to do several times between the disband-
ing of the original company and late in
November when Hamilton gave up hope
for the production.

Fagan says he told the members-of the
cast originally engaged that he would
probably use them when the production
was once again started. '

Swedish Theater Deficit Big

STOCKHOLM, Jan. 27.—The largest
theater in Stockholm, the Dramaten,
closed last oyear with a big deficit.
This deficit will be covered in part by a
subsidy from the Swedish government
and thru a nationa] lottery. The house
is Tun on a popular-price basis.

mal

Old Pabst Goes Movie

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 27.—The Pabst
Theater, once the home of opera and
legitimate drama, has gone movie. Be-
ginning February 2, the theater will be
given over to pictures. The first picture
to be shown is Hunting Tigers in India.
This theater is the home of the German
Stock Company and will be used at
intervals for dramatic, musical and other
attractions.

Broadway Cast Changes

Percy Rhodes has replaced Walger Ed-
wtin in Bird in Hand, at the Forrest The
ater. -

Rose Keane has succeeded Gale Son-
dergaard in Red Rust, at the Martin Beck
Theater.

Elsie Newell and Billy Newell, already
in cast, have replaced respectively Helen
Goodhue and George Haggerty; Leo Hen-
ning has replaced Loring Smith, and
Nudee Kramer has replaced Olive Fay in
Woof, Woof, at, the Royale Theater. |

Franklyn Aréelle has succeeded An-
drew Tombes in The Street Singer at
the Shubert Theater.

Katherine Carrington has joined the
:cBast of The Little Show, at the Music

OX.

The following replacements have been
effected in Sweet Adeline, at the Ham-
merstein Theater: Charles D. Brown, for
. Robert Emmett Keane; Allen Waterous,
for Robert Chisholm, and Carl Schultz,
for Gus Salzer. ;

_ Arbitration
furnished by James Thatcher, of

“The Matriarch’> Cast
Forgot To Join Equity

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—There was
considerabie agitation and fluttering
around among the members of the
English cast of The Matriarch, Dra-
niatic League play, Monday and Tues-
day, prior to the opening at the
Princess Theater, when it was found
that one important requirement had
not been complied with. The actors,
several of whom are members of the
practically defunct Actors’ Society in
England, had neglected to become
members of the Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciaticn.

Frank Dare, Chicago representative
of Equity, called the attention nf the
company manager to the oversight,
and all day Tuesday members of the
cast were drovping into Dare’s office
and signing up.

Musicals Are Favored
In Boston Bookings

BOSTON, Jan. 25.—Mrs. Ruth Selwyn'’s
Nine-Fifteen Revue, opening January 27
at the Wilbur Theater for two weeks
only, will be followed February 10 hy
The Litile Show.

The coming week boasts only the re-
turn to the Hollis Street Theater of
Dracula, booked for two weeks. Opening
of Zliegfeld’s Simple Simon at the Colo-
nja] was delayed until Friday night.

For future plays in prospect there will
be George White's Flying High, to be
seen here for two weeks en route to
New York, at the Shubert Theater, start-
ing February 3. This will be followed
February 17 by The New Moon for an
indefinite run,

The Tremont Thealer, darkened  since
the departure of Hot Chocolates, has
nothing in prospect.

The Theater Guild ends its second
Boston subscriptio® season: at the Hollis
Street Theater this Saturday. With a
longer season than last year, even ex-
cepting Sitrange Inierlude, which played
in Quincy after being banned in Boston,
business has been better than ever.

For the fourth offering in the Victor
Herbert festival, Babes in Toyland will
open February 3 at the Majestic Theater.
The fifth operetta in the series will be
either Serenade or Sweethearts.

Judging by the way The Little Acci-
dent sold out during its first week at
the Plymouth Theater, this comedy, with
Thomas Mitchell, is likely to last for
some weeks.

Dancer Wins Claim

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Anita Avrila, a
member of the Albertina Rasch troupe of
Show Girl, this week won an award for
compensation from the State department
of labor here.. Miss Avrila "was injured
by a fall during the first week of the
engagement and was out of the cast for
12 weeks. Florenz Ziegfeld, manager of
the production, was covered by an in-
surance company, which will- pay the
claim. The dancer was awarded $25 a
week for the time she lost and all
medical expenses.

Hungarian Peasant Troupe

BUDAPEST, Jan. 20.—Peasants of the
region’ of Csakvar have formed an or-
ganization for presenting musical and
dramatic presentations. The troupe,
which is composed of 36 members and
has its own orchestra, composed of farm-
ers, will soon present the Hungarian
opera of Kodaly, Hary Janos, at the
Hungarian National Theater here. -

\

LISA SILBERT, who for more
than 40 years was a favorite in the
Yiddish Theater and is now appear-
ing for the first time in many years
in a play in English on Broadway.
Her present role with “Mendel, Inc.”,
is giving her the opportunity of do-
ing some of the finest work in her
long career. - Miss Silbert during
her years in the theater has played
more than 200 roles both in this
country and in FEurope.

—

Feb. Active for
Chicago Houses

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—February will see
many changes in the endtertainment fare
in Loop legit. theaters. No less than
six—perhaps more—plays are slated for
the short month, some scheduled to
remain only one or two weeks and
others may not last much longer.

The Studebaker will be relighted
Sunday, January 26, with John Golden’s
production of Let Us Be Gay, featuring
Francine Larrimore. The Queen Was in
the Parlor folds tonight at the Garrick,
having proved a flop. The star, Pauline
Frederick, will return to California to
go to work in a sound film, Courage.
The house will remain dark until Feb-
ruary 10, when Harry Lauder comes in
for one week. He will be followed on
February 17 by the Stratford Players in
a two-week season of Shakespearean
dramay, which in turn will be followed
on March 3 by Jane Cowl in Jenny.

Blackbirds, Lew Leslie’s all-colored
musical, will conclude a very successful
run of 12 weeks at the Adelphi on Feb-
ruary 8, and the following Monday
Preston Sturges’ Strictly Dishonorable
will occupy' the house. At the Princess
the Chicago Dramatic League will offer
Dear Old England, beginning February
17. Gambling will follow the Vanities
at the Erlanger February 2 for a stay of
three weeks, to be followed by William
Gillette in a revival of Sherlock Holmes
for a like period.. The Field God is
announced for the Goodman Theater
starting Tuesday, January 28.

Slated for an early showing is A
Wonderful Night in a Shubert house not
yet announced. Illegal Practice will con-
clude its engagement at the Playhouse
February 1. Cornelia Otis Skinner con-
tinues to be a remarkable draw at the
Selwyn on Sunday afternoons and is
having marked success with her week-
day bookings also. Marx Brothers, in
Animal Crackers, will end their engage-
ment at the Grand Opera House Febru-
ary 15.

“Bambina” for Los Angeles

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 25.— When
Bambina opened here two weeks ago it
was thought that with a little doctoring
it would get by for at least a month's
run, and while the attendance has been
fair it has not been sufficient to war-
rant another week.

Instead it closes tonight and will go
to Los Angeles, where it is scheduled to
open February 3 at the Mayan Theater.

Joins Managers’ Group

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Lew Leslie, who
is producing The International Revue,
which lists Gertrude Lawrence among
its cast of celebrities, was admited to the
Managers’ Protective Association this
week. Leslie was the producer of Blaci-
birds, one of the most successful colored
revues ever produced.
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‘Trade Slumps

in Legitimate

Cold spell takes edge off
sales of previous fortnight
—cut rates again get best

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—After two weeks
of excellennt business in the legitimate
theater the call for attraction tickets
at the better agencies fell far below last
week’s demand and the cutrates returned
to favor again among the brokers caught
with tickets fci the productions enjoying
“buys’”. Such attractions as Wake Up
and Dream, Bitter Sweet, ‘-Bird in Hand
and The Criminal Code found their way
into the cut-rates racks toward the
close of the week.

The call for tickets to hit shows was
so low during the extreme cold spell t0-
ward the close of the week that only a
handful of people sought tickets during
the late theater hours in the. better
agencies.

The call for Sons o’ Guns is still the
best of any show on the boards, with
Sweet Adeline, the successful Ham-
merstein production; running up. In
dramatic attractions only Sitrictly Dis-
honorable and Berkeley Square Wwere
saved from the basement buyers during
the week. Thcse two attractions, with
Death Takes a Holiday, and the Theater
Guild attraction, Meteor, with the Lunts,
have maintained a high gross since open-
ing. The Guild show is still playing to
its subscribers, with agencies taking
what they can for a heavy call.

The week brought only two new shows
to town. One is a flop and the other &
near hit. The flop, Challenge of Youth,
has already reached the cutrates, while
Josef Suss, which came in this week also
to mild notices, is playing to standing
room. Several Jewish organizations have
given theater parties to welccme Maurice
Moscovitch back to America, which has
naturally boosted the box-office receipts
of this attraction.

The week ahead offers five new shows,
thiree of which are revivals, altho one
has never been done here before in Eng-
lish. Mitzi returns with the much
heralded Kalman operetta, Sari, and the
Shuberts revive, at the Jolson Theater,
The Chocolate Soldier. Eve Le Gallienne
will add The Women Have Their Way to
her repertoire and Al Woods brings in
Recapture. The Irish Theater will offer
another production, a revival of General
John Regan.

Plunkett Plans Novel

Production in Toronto

TORONTO, Jan. 27—Capt. M. W.
Plunkett, of Dumb-Bells fame, is spon-
soring a new amusement project, a new
form of entertainment. The producer
says he will stage a revue at the Victoria
Theater which will be out of the beaten
path, altho its essentials are singing,
dancing and comedy. -

Plunkett promeses a cast of 70 and a
24-piece band of instrumentalists. There
will be gt least six comedians in the
cast, a ballet and dance chorus of 16
and a male chorus of 20 voices. The
revue will have an indefinite run here.

Codes Committee To Hear
Post Amendment Feb. 4

ALBANY, N. Y. Jan. 25.—The As-
sembly Codes Committee will hold a
hearing February 4 on Assemblyman
Langdon W. Post’'s bill, which is designed
to exempt actors from immediate arrest
for their participation in an alleged im-
moral or indecent tieatrical production.

Altho the measure without any op-
position passed the lower house last year,
some members of the committee are of
the opinion that this proposed amend-
ment to the Wales Theater Padlock Law
should be given a further hearing be-
cause of several new members serving on
the committee this session.

Among those who will attend the hear-
ing and speak in support of the amend-
ment will pe President Frank Gillmore of
Actors’ Equity Association, Elsie Fer-
guson, Eddie Cantor and Emily Holt.
Equity counsel.
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Clause Added to Contract
By Council To Enforce Rule

Actors liable to disciplinary measures by Equity for vio-

lating employment agency

regulations—M. P. A. mem-

bers dealing only with permit-holding agents

—

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Actors’ Equity Association is gradually bringing full
pressure to bear toc enforce the agency ruling in the regulation of the affairs of its
members with eimnployment agents a.ld peisonal represantatives. L. Lawrence Weber,
secretary of the Managers’ Protective Association, has notified all producers enjoy-
ing the agreement with BEquity to live up to the terms of their contract and to

rigidly watch the dealings with the
agents. *

Bquity deputies are visiting all re-
hearsals now to check up on the source
of employment of actors. A new clause
has been added to the minimum basic
contract that forbids actors to deal with
agents and representatives other than
those holding Equity permits,

The new clause is:

“The actor hereby notifies the man-
ager that the negotiations and (or) the
obtaining of this contract thru any em-
ployment agency or personal representa-
tive not holding a permit from. Actors’
Equity Association renders theé actor
liable to suspensicn or other disciplinary
action by such association except where
the actor’s services, as covered by this
contract, are rendered under an agree-
ment between the actor and such non-
permit-holding employment agency or
personal representative entered into pricr
to November 14, 1929.”

The checkup on the members of the
association to see that the terms of this
clause are fulfilled and by the managers
to see that they do not violate the clause
is becoming more strict. If an actor
violates the agreement he will be imme-
diately withdrawn from the production
and the manager is liable to the
suspension of his agreement with Equity
enjoyed by members cf the M. P. A.

A concerted drive will be made to in-
form all independent managers of the
rulings of the agency regulations and
thelr co-operation will be sought by the
Council of Equity.

The process of enforcing the agency
rule will be a long and tedious one.
Frank Gillmore, president of Equity, says.
He feels assured, however, of its ultimate
success and says the Council is prepared
to give it every opportunity.for success
kefore Equity rules all agents out and
crganizes its own employment depart-
ment,

*“City Haul” To Continue

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—City Haul, star-
ring Herbert Rawlinson, will continue
its engagement despite the closing no-
tice posted last Saturday night. The
notice was torn down today, and both
management and actors have agreed not
to close the show for at least three weeks.
It was learned that the actors had ac-
cepted a cut in salaries. :

Garnett Weston Corrects

Garnett Weston calls attentioh to the
Tact that the plays, 4 Feast of Fools and
A Lady Descends, mentioned on page 6
of the last issue, were written by Garret
Fort in collaboration with him, Weston’s
name appearing first in connection with
A Lady Descends and second in the cred-
its for 4 Feast of Fools.

FOR THE STAGE
A ROBERT VEGETABLE SHAMPOO

Covers Grey and Faded
Hair,
YET IS NOT A DYE.

Gives lustrous Auburn,
QGolden, Chestyut or
Titian tones to all
shades of halr, For
mail order send £2.00
and sample of hair. Add
another dollar for a bot-
tle of

ROBERT OLIVE QOIL

SHAMPOO.

Good for dry halr and scalp.’ To be used with
the Vegetable Shampoo. Write for Booklet.

ROBERT .

Makes You Beautiful
675 Fifth Avenue, New York
PLAza 9023-4-5-6

's _- ot .

Mrs. Selwyn Calls on Hubby
To Whip Her Revue in Shape

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Ruth Selwyn.’ .
whose initial offering as a producer is
The 9:15 Revue, now playing in Bos-
ton, has called in her husband, Edgar
Selwyn, to whip her show into shape.

The show opened in New Haven,
Conn., January 14, and is scheduled
to open at the Music Box Theater
here about February 10, I

To Bring Back Old Gallery
With Herbert-Revivals

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—An Iinteresting
feature of the Victor Herbert revivals to
be staged at the Maiestic Theater here
starting February 9 will be an endeavor
to bring back the old gallery of 25 years
ago with an admission charge of 25 cents,
the same price that prevailed when the
operettas were first presented back in the
90s.

The Herbert festival is for 10 weeks,
with five operettas to be presented, each
for two weeks. The repertoire includes
Mlle, Modiste, with Fritzi Scheff; Naughty
Marietta, The Fortune Teller, Babes In
Toyland and Sweethearts.

Following the Herbert revivals, the
Shuberts will bring to Chicago other re-
vivals now being presented at the Jolson
Theater in New York. Included will be

Robin  Hood, The Merry Widow and
The Prince of Pilsen.

Shubert Dispute Over
Brinkley Contract Off

~ NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—A claim regard-
Ing the services of Grace Brinkley, who
is scheduled to appear in the new George
White show, Flying High, has been set-
tled between the parties concerned and
without arbitration, it was learned today.

Miss Brinkley was under a long-term
contract to the Shuberts, but she left
their organization claiming that they
had failed to fulfill their part of the
agreement.

The Shuberts were said to be adamant
in their insistence that Miss Brinkley
was still in their employ, this despite the
fact that she had joined the cast of the
new White show.

All pending difficulties have been ad-
justed, however, with the result that
Miss Brinkley is no longer held to her
contract with the Shuberts, and is defi-
nitely scheduled to appear on Broadway
in the near future under the manage-
ment of George White.

Report RKO Has Secured
“Street Scene” for Secreen

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Jan. 25.—Street
Scene will come to the talking screen
via RKO, according to reports current
here. Final decision will be made within
10 days, it is said. ‘The hitch in the
deal appears to be the fact that ap-
proximately $250,000 has been asked for
the talking picture rights to the play.

Several film producers have been
angling for it, but would not consider
it at that figure. It is also reported that
RKO may affect a royalty arrangement
with the author. Herbert Brenon will
direct.

May Star Peggy Joyce

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Lou Bernstein,
of Shapiro-Bernstein, is reported about
to produce a musical comedy entitled
Tell It to the Babies, in which, it is
rumored, he will star Peggy Hopkins
Joyce.

ROY AYMOND, press representa-
tive of the Tulane Theater, New Or-
leans, is one of the most popular pub-
licity purveyors in the country.

Actor Disputes
A’gent’s Claim

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Leslie Morosco,
agent, and J, Francis Robertson, an ac-
tor, have come into conflict over the
matter of an agent’s commission. Rob-
ertson is appearing in the cast of Broken
Dishes, the Martin Flavin play, produced
by Marin Gering, a current attraction.

Morosco claims that Robertson owes
him a commission for placing him in the
play’s cast, but Robertson claims that
he did not obtain the engagement thru
Morosco.

Robertson alleges that he was em-
bloyed by Gering thru the interest of a
friend who Informed him that the pro-
ducer was seeking a man to fill the role.
He states that he followed his friend's
advice, which led to his being given a
role in the play. ‘

Morosco, in answer to Robertson’s
claim, alleges - -that the latter’s friend
was in the employ of his casting agency,
and that therefore the particular en-
gagement came thru his office.

Broadway Engagements

Cissie Loftus for Recapture (Arthur
Hopkins).

¥'rances Shelley for Ruth Selwyn’s 9:15
Revue. \

Robert Hobbs and Eileen Culshaw for
the International Revue (Lew Leslie).

Lolita Lee, Cyril Scott, Robert Barrat,
Gene Gowing, Raymond Van Sickle, Leona
Beutelle, Germain Giroux and Elsie
Keene for The Family Blues (Erlanger &
Tyler). '

Aldeah Wise for Topaze (Shuberts).

James Barrett, Harry Hanlon, Francis
Dumas, Mary Haynes, Maurice Barrett,
Raymond Barrett, John Martin, Mary
Lytell for The Old Rascal (William
Hodge).

Effie Afton, J. H. Brewer, Florence
Webber, Josephine Evans, John Evans

Sidney Riggs and Charles Brokate for °

Ritzy (L. Lawrence Weber),

Maidel Turner, Audray Dale, Ethel In-
tropidi, Florence Short and Arthur J.
Xoc))d for Apron Strings (Forrest C. Her-

g).

Betty Linley for Topaz (Shuberts).

Armina Marshall, George Brent, Helen
Flint, Charles Waldron, Josephine Hull,
Madeline King, G. Albert Smith, Edward
Phillips, Elizabeth Taylor, Joseph Cre-
han, Percy Kilbride and Natalie Potter
for Those We Love (Philip Dunning).

Earl Redding for Out of a Blue Sky
(Tom Van Dyke).

Tom Powers, Ernest Cossart, Frieda
Inescort, Helen Westley, Frederick Trues-
dell, Morris Carnovsky, Eva Leonard-
Boyne, Rex'O'Malley, Claude Rains and
Morjorie Marquis for The Apple Cart
(Theater Guild).

Ruth Faliows and David Leonard for
Dishonored Lady (Gilbert Miller).

Herbert Ranson for General John Re-
gan (Irish Theater).

Booth Directing Play

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Earle Booth is
directing Apron Sirings, a comedy spon-
sored by Forrest Haring, which will
come to Broadway during the week of
February 10. Roger Pryor is the latest
addition to the cast.

Claims Filed
Against Gest

“The Miracle” principals
and chorus asking for un-
paid salaries

———

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Several prin-
cipals of The Miracle, the Morris Gest
rroduction have filed claims against the
producer forr two weeks’' salary, and it
is expected the entire cast and chorus
will file similar claims. The famous
Gest presentation Yecently closed notisily
at Dallas, Tex., after a disastrous run
of 15 weeks.

The large company carried by Gest’s
show opened the famous Max Reinhardt
production at Detroit during October
and falled to move the Michigan city
population tn the general direction of the
auditorium where it played. PFrom De-
troit it toured the Middle West, al-
ways precariously. Gest’s managers with
the show employed many extras for the

~mobs in the towns and cities where the

production was presented. It was the
employees of this class that broke up
the show two weeks ago at Dallas.

‘There was not sufficient money in the
box office to pay the local extras and
they rebelled, doing damage to the pro-
duction and causing the show to be
called off. The cast and chorus taken
from here last fall were brought home
by Actors’ Equity Association.

Gest, who is a member of the Man-
agers’ Protective Association, did not
have a bond posted. The association
must stand the cost of returning the
actors to New York .and must if the
claims of the actors are awarded pay
them from Gest’'s bond with the M. P. A,

Gest brought The Miracle to this
country in 1924, where it played at the
Century Theater here for eight months
to mediocre business. Since then he
has tried several times to recoup the cost
of production with road tours, but all
have ended sadly. None, however, has
ended as disastrously as this last tour..

“Unele Dudley’”” With Ross

CHICAGO, Jan. 26.—Your Umncle Dud-
ley, in which Raymond Hitchcock ap-
peared last spring before he was stricken,
comes to the Cort Theater February 10
with Thomas W. Ross.

—

IGS AND TOUPEES FOR MEN, Bobbed Wigs
for Women. Natural as your own hair.
108 West 42a

C. WALTER SOLOMON,
Btreet. New York.

@ramatlc c%rt

Founded 1884 by Franklin H. Sargent

The foremost institution for Dramatic and
Expressional Training. The instruction of the
Academy furnishes the essential preparation for
Directing and Teaching as well as for Acting.

The training is educative and practica!, de-
veloping Poise, Personality and Expressional
Power, of valué to those in professional life
and to the layman.

Winter Term Still Open
Calalog describing all Courses from the Secrefory

LUMINOUS LIGHT

EFFECTS

With U. V. Colors and Invisible Light.

A.STROBL.

58 West 50th Si., Dept. B, NEW YORK.
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Au:?i}iary Committee
Formed by Managers

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—An. auxiliary
committee has been appointed by the
Managers” Association to function in the
present investigation into the ticket
speculation situation. The committee
which is intended to represent various
branches of the theater, recently met,
electing Winthrop Ames as chairman.

The committee formed, lists, in addi-
tion to Ames, who represents the theater

+ owners, Frank Gilmore, representing the
Actors’ Equity; Edward Childs Carpenter,
representing the playwrights; Laurence
Langer, representing the managers, and
David Marks and John McBride, repre-
senting the "tigket brokers. An addi-
tional member to be drawn from the
. ranks Of representative citizens will be
elected to represent the public.

Meetings of the auxiliary committee
are being held three and four times
weekly. After the entire situation has
been covered from the ;angle of each
phase represented by. the committee
members & plan will be submitted to the
Managers’ Bureau,

Jed I‘Harris Has Optibn
On Second Play by Hart

NEW, YORK, Jan. 26.—Jed Harris has
purchased an option on Paniec, a play
by 23~year-old Moss Hart, whose {first
play, entitled Once in a Lifetime, has
just been sold to Sam Harris.

Once in a Lifetime is a comedy deal-
ing with the talking pictures and is
said to ’'possess brilliant dialog. Jed

Harris and Sam Harris both wanted the-

play, but the latter won out due to
having been the first to see the manu-

seript.
Jed 'Harris, having tired of London,

where he had leased a house, seems to-

have returned -to Broadway bent upon
preducing several plays. His first pro-
duction this season will doubtless be
Mr.. Gilhooley, an adaptation of -the
Liam O’Flaherty novel by Frank Elsner.
It is probable that the play will be
known simply as Gilhooley and that

Walter Connolly will play the title role. .

Meantime Harris is said to be .negoti-

ating with Laurence Stallings for the

rights to his, latest, play. .

Too Bad for Road Shows

NEW  YORK, Jan. 25.—With the clos- -

ing tonight in Pittsburgh of A Night in

Venicé. the Shubert road season nears a- -

disastrous finish. Practically the only
. profitable toad venture of the Shubert
organization this sgason is the -touring
company which stars Ethel Barrymore.
The Shuberts had originally planned-to

present Miss Barrymore in Scarlet Sister- -
Mary, dramatized from the Peterkin nov- .

el, this season on Broadway. Her success
on the road has been phenomenal, and
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Movies ‘Ban ““Congai”

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—The Will Hays
organization has banned Congai, the
Harry Hervey-Carleton Hildreth play, in

' which Helen Menken appeared last sea-

son under the Sam Harris banner, it was
learned today. The ban 8 on the
grounds that the play put the:French
government officials in a bad light and
that it dealt with miscegenation. ’

/
Woods Postpones One -

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—A. H. Woods
has decided to postpone the production
of Harry Hervey and Carleton Hildreth’s
The Iron Widow until next season, it was

learned today. Meantime Hervey is re-.’

ported about to sign with Fox Films to
write originals for the talking pictures.

Kahn Is Backing New
Down-Town' Art Group

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Otto . Kahn,
noted as one of New York’s leading pa-
trons of the arts, was today authenti-
cally .reported to be lending support to
the MacDougal Street Playhouse.

The current production at.the down-
town theater is The Drunkard, or The
Fallen Saved, & melodrama resurrected
from the days of 1844. The Billhoard

recorded Kahn’s support of this new

group several weeks ago.

-

London Cables

LONDON, Jan. 25.—The new musical
play, Darling, I Love You, was greeted
with great enthusiasm at the Gaiety
Theater Wednesday. Neither the humor
nor the music is first rate, but the piece

-succeeded thru the high speed of the

action and clever performances by
George Clarke, Wyn Richmond, Neil
McKay, Vera Lemijox and Ella Logan. - .

The Man in Possession, by H. M. Har-
wood, at the Ambassadors, Wednesday,

»
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proved to be an amusing, sophisticated
light comedy and was cordially received,

‘Raymond Massey and Isabel Jeans mak-

ing great personal successes.

Frank Browne and Kay Lavelle'got a
lively welcome on their English debut
et the Palladium Monday, their number
being broadcast Thursday.

The novel acrobatics of Lloyd and
Brice, newcomers, at the Palladium
Monday, “got them a great hand. They
are likely to prove popular here. '
~ Arrivals this week include Charles B,
Cochran and Eva Moore. \

Sailings this week include Phil. Rick
and Alice Adair, also Van Horn and Ineg,
for American dates; Lillian Saunders for
Hollywood, and Togan and Geneva,
American wire act, for South Africa.

\

Broadway O pe_h;in gs

-WEEK OF JANUARY 25

The Women Have Their Way, & come-
dy from the Spanish of the Quintero
Brothers, translated by the Granville-
Barkers. Presented by the Civic Reper-
tory Theater.

The Chocolate Soldier, a.revival of the
operetta based on Bernard Shaw’'s Arms
and the Man, with music by Oscar Straus.
Presented by the Shuberts at the Jolson
Theater. ' - - :

Sart, 2 revival of Emmerich Kalman's
operetta. Presented by George E. Wintz

.at the Liberty Theater.

Recapture, a play by Preston Sturges.
Presented by Arthur Hopkins at the El-
tinge Theater. '

General John Regan, a revival of
George A. Birmingham'’s comedy. Pre-
sented at the Irish Theater.

Subway Ezpress moved Monday, Jan-
uary 25, 1930, from the Liberty to the Re-~
public Theater. ’ ' )

It Never Rains moved Monday. night,
January 27, to the Bijqu Theater.

CLOSINGS .

The Prince of Pilsen closed Saturday,
January 25, after 16 performances;” In-
spector Kennedy after 43 perfarmances;
The Sap From Syracuse (So Was Napo-
leon) after 22 performances; and Seven
after 34 performances. :

[ 4

' THE NEW PLAYS ON BROADWAY

N .

ERLANGER -~ =
Beginning Monday evening, January -20, 1930

- JOSEF SUSS

A play by Ashley Dukes based on Lion

. Feuchtwanger’s novel, ‘“Power’. Directed
by Reginald Denham. ettings designed

- by Aubrey Hammond. Settings executed

« by Alick Johnstone. Costumes .designed
by Herbert Norris: Costumes executed by
B. J. Simmons & Co., Ltd. Presented by
Charles Dillingham in assoclation with J.
C. Willlamson, Ltd. @Starring Maurice
Moscovitch.

led to a. decision not to present her in a GCeneral Remchingen........... COyril Raymond

new play until next fall. .
Rights Revert to Author

NEW - YORK, Jan. 25.—The producing
rights of The Courtesan, the one-char-
acter play by .Irving Kaye Davis, have
reverted' to the author because of Dr.
Louis Shine’s failure to stage the play
within the six .months’ period ‘following
the .tryout. The play. was tried last
spring- with Elsa Shelley in the role.
Several managers are reported interested
in the 'piece and, according to rumors,
if will be-done with Miss Shelley in the
one part if it is done on Broadway.
Davis ' may produce The Courtesan

‘himself. _ S i,
Shuberts - Give '5 Revivals
On “Subscription Basis- °

. , b

¢ A - ,
NEW . YORK, Jan. 256.—The organiza-
tion' known-as the Jolson’s Theater Mu-
‘sical Comedy Company, which is spon-
sored by ‘the Shuberts, has been placed
on a subscription basis, and is offering
the public' a special rate for tickets to
cover the next five productions.
» The subscription season begins with
the . opening of ‘The Chocolate+ Soldier,
and will include such productions as The
Spring Maid, The Firefly; Victor Her-
bert’s The Serenade, and The Count of
Lu:z_:embou(g.': PR e LGS AN
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“* FRANCES: UPTON, | leading lady, 'with

L

 Whoopee, -how-'in Chicago, recently. -pur- -

‘chased a Home at St. Alb&ns~L. I, for

e

‘hér mother and father, the latter Frank®

J. Upton, of the Missing Persons Bureau,
Police Headquarters, New York.

Councillor Weissensee........:.Ralph Truman

. Manager of the Casino........ Hareld Webster
Karl Alexander.....cccecveee . Malcolm Keen
Marie Auguste..eceeeevencennn Yolande Jackson
Earl of Suffolk........ Vo BB Bl Robert G. Rendel
Josef Suss-Oppenheimer -’ Maurice Moscovitch
The Rabbl Gabriel....cceca0. Stanley Drewitt
A Courler ....ociaves AR s Victor Esker
NiOOIas [ ¥ ] ‘ [ N J .‘ O 6 e o0 o'o b 006800000 Js Co Dunn
Binder e bo oo e 2 AT THASET IR 13 S Y Horace POIIOCk
A Rabl ... coceecensn Ve e Alexander Sarner
Deputy President Sturm..H. McKenzie Rogan
Magdalen .....co00.... R LAY ‘Maureen Shaw
Dom Bartélemy Pancorbo...Alexander Sarner
Graviella, ......000e0ee - T e Beyrl Walkly
INBOIL, .ioe s o' s b s s St BT Janet Morrison
Cupids........ Peggy Sloan, Lorraine Harrison

LADIES—Rhoda Sewell, . Connie Madison,
Edith Parker, Betty. Darling, .Dolores Bara,
Dorothy Sands, Jerry Markham, Sylvia Nelson,
Rose Renard, Elleeh Adair, Sunya Rice, Joan

Hopegood, Luigi Ellis-Powell. ™

GENTLEMEN—J. Raymond, : Richard Lam-
bert, Victor Esker; Austin Coughlan, John
Pierson, Kay Hanson, Richard Brown,  William
Palmer, William Keith, James Burgess, Ralph
Tomlinson. )

PROLOG—Scene: The Pump Room at Wild-
bad in 1737.{ ACT I—Scehe 1: The Audience
Room in Suss’ House In 'Stuttgart. 8ix
Months Later Than Prolog. Scene 2: The Ball-
room in Suss’ House. The Same Evening.
ACT II—The ‘Keep in Suss’
Forest of Hirsau. One Week Later. ACT III—
Throne Room in the Ducal Castle of Ludwigs-
burg. One Month Later.

Here is a play that reached too far—
the dramatist tried ‘too hard to make it

-

Castle in the,

great, As a result, Josef Suss misses its
mark. - Altho mounted extravagantly,

acted capably, and staged precisely, too-

much 18 attempted in the scope to make
it the .compelling dramsa its sponsors
hoped for when they lavished so much
on the detail attending this production.

Even so here is a play of entertain-
ment. It would be 8 Dbetter -library
drama than a theatrical effort for the
situations designed to put over the sub-
tle symbolisms of the theme are too fleet-
ing for lasting impressions. p

Unarmed, as this reviewer was, with
the background of the novel, and to judge
this play as. purely & theatrical amuse-
ment, it can be said flatly that it might
have been better. It can be safely sald
that with what he possessed, apparently,
Ashley Dukes should have done better.
The scope is too wide and the situations
lacking in continuity. Episodic drama
generally fails to impart a powerful mes-
sage when its situations are not dove-
tailed in an entertaining and interesting
manner,. The story cannot be left to the
imagingtion; it is the duty of the drama-
tist to start fresh and tell his story
clearly, concisely and amusingly. Ashley
Dukes did not do this.

But there is entertainment—and rare
entertainment—in this production. For
one thing alone it is a worth-while pro-
duction, and this is the contribution of
Maurice Moscovitch. It has never been
the pleasure of this reviewer to see and
hear an actor hysterical at the same time
with love, revenge, greed and grief who
was convinecing in all emotions. "In one
scene Moscovitch is so thoroly believable

.as8 8 man torn with this.scale of emotions

that he brings 'the audience to its.feet
cheering.

Josef Suss, a Jew of riches with a greed

for power, thrusts aside everything to at-
J N t
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? 1 .
tain his goal. To become the recognized *,
ruler of Wurtenberg he feeds the lustful,;: .
taste of his Duke, casting aside coriven-. W
tion, the respect for friends, and even: 13
his self-respect, to bring his Duke comi=* g
pletely within his grasp.. Eventually .
Karl Alexander, the Duke, espies the, e
Jew’'s own-daughter. He seizes upon a'gﬁ
scheme to own her, but the girl jumps 5§
from a battlement and kills herself. '
Using this wedge, Suss drives home hisf,*' |
bargain, gains his power and then bei M3
trays the Duke—surrendering his power: "
He walks finally with his head up-to his:, *
death. I X

If one digs deeply enough there is g
message in this play, but plays with“a,
message are generally not worth While'r;%""
when they are not entertaining. As ai"!
biographical study this has some interest.«

A""’-. (R
but as a drama of power it has mone. .. AT

e
The script, however, offers extraordinary w%
And not one but'™
takes advantage of these opportunities is "‘ix
seen in this cast. Moscovitch needs uttle*'}»g::.
praise. His work is extregely well exe-"~.
cuted. Malcolm Keen as the Duke gives: |
a rendition of his role that takés fullih:
advantage of all the possibilities in.the
part. Stanley Drewitt as the Rabbi Ga- ¢,
briel presents a characterization that is' '}
colorful and dignified.’ Maureen Shawi ™
tries in vain thruout the play to smother * *
a desire to overact. Ralph Truman is.’}

splendidly cast, as is Yolande Jackson
and the beautiful Janet Morrison. ut’
all of the cast dwindle into nothingnes&x.:
when Moscovitch is on the stage. His, "
presence is arresting. Cu Y
The settings and costumes are nothing ™

short of gorgeous. The trappings are’
studies in art and the lighting effects re- '},
vealing. The mounting of the play is =tai‘r‘.’8;,‘
better than such material deserves. . %
Josef Suss is likely as not afficted-

r

L[] ﬁ .'
with the general ailment of dramafized
novels—with an overabundance of mate- .
rial from which to draw the playwright .
used .too much instead of taking a little
and- perfecting it. In this instance there
are at least two acts which if expanded
might have developed into full-length™:
plays of merit. It is to be regretted that —~
Dukes when he commenced his whittling \:7;
did not go farther. Had he, Josef Suss %
might have been a more ‘entertaining:
Play and might have included better,

theater. CHARLES MORAN/.‘; o
: , o0y
. 49TH STREET . g
Beginning Monday Evening, January 320, 1930

CHALLENGE OF YQUTH®

A play by Hyman Adler and Ashley Miller
' Directed by Hyman Adler. Se ting}lbﬁ""
P. Dodd Ackerman. Presented by Hyman

. Adlgr. . ¢ N
ancy Summers...... 500060000000 Ann. T g\
Horace Bronson.............. William ’*Lg\%n 33
Aunt JoANNA.....c.cv0eeecenes.. Helene Mitchel
Stephen Adams............... Harold De Bray
Geraldine .. teresccetscsaasncasss Evelyn Adler
Walden Ames.................. Walter Pearson.
.Desire Adams............... «...Alma Merrick,
Wade Block........... S P Frank Johnson ’;‘;‘g
Tilly 00900..0000.-.0.00’ ooooooo ottxe saliSbui.y“
BIIY . ivoseiaseive il sosass ;James Jackson
TOMMY oo e s sie ieoon.Jerome Samuelson
IR v ow il tas v s et o e AT AR Lois Michel't
BOBDI®, & i il e in v nanie saibdte s 5ne Bobbie ‘Del Rio,

The entiré action of.the play takes place: N
in the home 6f Professor Adams, an:educator #
of importance in a small New England college i
town. The time is the present. The' first
act is in the late afternoon. The second act'
is the following evening. The third act takes
place the following day. b i

~, ‘5 J :

This one is another declaration“ﬁ?;‘)f ‘
youth against the conventions of society
and against paréntal rule. It is neither
a good play nor.amusing entertainment.

The least said of Challenge of Youth -the:

better it will be for the .young: people, |
connected with the production. el

With stiff dialog and unbelievabiés.
antics the authors have tried in vain te’
picture the youth of a New Englafid® ¢
college town rebelling. against the 'ré-. .
straint of elders. The pampered daughs:
ter of an imaginary college professor,.is
singled out to taste life .and be caught. -
The scenes which follow are too ridicu-
lous in. construction and situationsfor
discussion. = R
. There -are some members of the cast
who do exceedingly well with their. as-
signments and deserve commendation for
their efforts. Ann Thomas leads 'this
contingent. She is a capable youhg,
woman. Her part, which is too accentu-*
ated, might have been made plausible
had the authors studied the character.
Helene Mitchel gives.a well-rounded per-
formance, but for the most part the:re-
mainder of the cast is amateurish.’

‘The entire production is more’ like .a
high-school senior class play and- de-
serves little- attention as a professional.
egdea.vor. . CHARLES MORAN 5

4 H;

. .JOSEPH J.,KEEGAN heads the,new
Tradio’ and plcture ., department .recently
v 2iC | 8ddéd 10 the activities' of Hap Ward 'and

Evans, agents:
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Piazza’s Plan for
Showings, Breakins

|
.

Prospect, Franklin and Union City as starters in ‘“‘minor
league® circuit—professional previews retained—ad-
mitted that circuit needs houses to develop material

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—About every six months during the last two years the
big time inaugurated new systems for handling the volume of showing and
break-in acts needed for eventual circuit consumption. The latest wrinkle in this
situation, which has up until now started with a bang, but died down thru
neglect, is authored by Ben Piazza, who is also responsible for instituting Pro-

Seek Walter Gilbert

Walter J. Gilbert is requegted to write

to his home, 122 W. 15th street, Cincin-
nati. His father, Otto J. Gilbert, died
on Christmas Day and his mother is very
anxious to hear from him.

Denish Still at Head

Referring to a recent news article in
the vaude. section, relating that James
P. Kennedy and Stanley H. Willis, of
the Metropolitan Amusement Agency,
Inc.. of Boston, had taken over that
agency, Paul N. Denish writes saying
that the item from Boston was inac-
curate. ‘“Both Kennedy and Willis are
still members of the agency and are as-
sociated with the writer, Paul N. Denish,
president and general manager,” he
states. -

fessional Previsws at the Franklin and
Prospect theaters. These so-called pre-
views are still in force. Now it has been
decided that in order to make the cir-
cuit’s supply of new material a more
substantial proposition than guesswork,
three houses—the Prospect, Franklin and
the Capitol, Union City—will be placed
in the category of showing and break-
in stands, each using seven acts on a
cplit. This compares with four and five
formerly under budgets not consider-
ably lower than other splitweekers in the
Eastern area.

The new break-in and showing plan
takes. the Franklin from Arthur Blon-
dell’s book, and it joins the Capitol and
Prospect in Jack Hodgdon’s column.
Hodgdon thereby becomes the circuit’'s
supervisor of showing and developing
new material. Due to the unusual de-
pression in the independent field.
Hodgdon’s department has gradually as-
sumed its old aspect as when in the
hands of Charles Bierbauer and C. Wes-
ley Fraser, a wing devoted not only to
the booking of straggling independents,
but also taking in a new conception of
an RKO family time.

Despite unfavorable vaudeville condi-
tions, RKO has at last begun to realize
that: it needs a field, small as it might
be, in which to develop and try out
material for its better houses. That
such a move would be necessary sooner
or later' was forecast in an editorial in
last weeks Vaudeville Department of The
Billboard. Some assurance has already
been obtained that all bookers of the
sixth floor staff will catch acts at the
three seven-act stands.

With the Professional Previews slated
to continue -indefinitely, the showing
phase of the new plan may work out in
such & way as to have new and untried
acts play the preview shows as a prolog.
If okayed by bookers, they will pe given
the three showing houses to play, prob-
atly on & rising scale. Action will be
taken immediately thereafter. George
Godfrey had a similar plan last sum-
mer, it having been planned then to
start a 10-week route of break-in time.
This was eventually killed when the de-
cision was made to take the houses from
this route back on the senior books.

The Prospect has already been launched
on its new seven-act policy, the Frank-
lin will join in two weeks, and the
Capitcl, an independent house, will be
taken in as soon as advance bookings
under the old scheme are cleaned up.

Piazza regards the three houses in the
light of a “minor league territory for de-
veloping acts.” &

“Singix;g Dog’® Dies

PORT CHESTER, N. Y. Jan. 27.=—
Zillah, the “singing dog”, brought to the
United States from Australia nine years
ago, died here after being sick six weeks.
The animal was 14 years old. Mr., and
Mrs. Frank J. Sidney, of Rye Beach, were
Zillak's owners and played the act in the
Keith houses until Zillah succumbed to
asthmeé. The act has also been seen atb
fairs, parks and circuses.

tions and outsicde vaudeville activities.
late in spirit its own closed-office rule by doing business direct with out-

Vauditorials

By ELIAS E. SUGARMAN

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer

and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which
on the editorial page.—ED. j YRS (e, SOPYESSSE

E was oft referred to as the best straight man in the busi
- . 4 | usiness
H He carved a deep niche for himself in vaudeville and musical

comedy. He even made a go of it in disc recording.
had divorced himself from vaudeville, as many othergabgf a:iit:?stl;:
have.done .who found that the field no longer supplied them with a
real incentive. Altho he had already made a rep. as a producer of
talking shorts, also as an actor in his own productions. he merely
to’yched: the surface. There is no telling what he would P;afve accome
plished in this new field within the next few years.. But Fate had a
different plan. Last week it snatched George LeMaire from us. His
wag a busy and useful life, but he took his last how with a sudden-
ness that appalled. It has apparently been decreed in the courts over
wh:9h we have no say that others shall carry on in place of this
familiar figure in the shadows cast by the Palace and Bond buildings.

One thing you couldn’t fail to note about LeMaire. Whatever he
did was invested with that unmistakable touch of whole-hearted participa-
tion. It was characteristic of the ‘man that he should come to be krnown
as the best siraight mamnm extant. In vaudeville, we must confess, the
usual artiste wko remains in the straight-man clags thru the years is ac-
cepted as a matter of course, He is usually dismissed when given even
that much. consideration with: *“Well, he isn’t capdble of doing any better.”
But LeMaire evidently regarded his function as a feeder for funny men
as a very important one. Even in the trade straight men have not been
as much appreciated as they should be. The man behind the man behind
the gun is ever doomed to a certain degree of anonymity. But LeMaire
made of the unsung art a thing to be larded—and before it was tgo late.
Many comedians will be less funny because George LeMaire is no longer
here And more than one funny man will wipe away a tear when they
think of the wondeér worker who stood indulgently by as the mob pounded
out salvos of applause again and agein for those who grew fat in self=
esteem on LeMaire’s unselfish feeding. Peace be to him.

It is difficult to understand why REKO remains alone gas a circuit
running not only a clceed office, but prohibiting its agents from doing
business on the outside. Few, if any, of the franchised representatives
obey the regulations of the booking office relating to commission restric-
Even RKO has been known to vio-

side agents. As thd aystem actually operates, it is.little short of a farce.
Fox gets all the material it can use as an open office. Loew does not find
itself lacking in attractions, and its agents are not bound to 4o busness
exclusively with J. H. Lubin and Marvin Schenck. If the others find no
hindrance in beitg honest with themselves, there is no reason why REKO
should not fcllow suit. The circuit leads in several other meritable projects,
but it is far behind the times in the handlng of its agent problem. Maybe
the solution is written out in detail on Ben Piazza’s list. If it isn’t it
should*be.

In this week’s release of “Hello, Broadway!”, ¢ weekly column issued
by the RKO publicity department for the benefit of dailies and others
who prefer to get their theatrical comment in ready-to-wear form appears
the following paragraph:

“See by the papers that the words ‘deémn’ and ‘hell’ huve been gener=
ally eliminated from all NBC radio talks, plays and speeches. That’s a
good page out of the book of Radio-Keith-Orpheum, which bars all pro-
fanity and vulgarity from its stage and screen programs.”

Which leads us to comment that there’s many a slip 'twixt the wrillen
or stated rule and its observance. It appears that RKO has given up
internal censorship as an impossible job, and now the unprincipled co-
medians are enjoying a Roman holiday. Lel’s wait and sce what the pubdlic
has to say about il.

RKO-Warner

Antagonism

—

Golder office refuses to
release Timblin from date
contracted thru 6th floor

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—The co-opera-
tive spirit that. exists between RKO,
Loew and Fox in regard to releasing acts
from contracts and the like is not re-
flected apparently in present relations
between the RKO and. Warner offices.
This was brought out rather clearly this
week when Charles (Slim) Timblin,
black-face comedian, was forced to leave
the Palace show after Tuesday night in
order to play a date contracted by
Warner thru the RKO office early in the
season at the Central, Jersey City. :

The reported inside on the matter is
that the RKO office asked Warner to
release Timblin from the date, but the
latter office stood its ground and there
the matter ended. A peculiar feature of
the situation is that the Jersey City date
was included in & route laid out for
Timblin by J. H. Aloz, the house being
booked -at that time by Harold Kemp
from the sixth floor. Warner’s adamant
stand is said to be connected directly
with REKO's order last week that its
agents may not do business with the
Warner outfit. In recent seasouns, among
the larger circuits, it has been rare that
booking people have been turned down
when making regquests such as involved
the retention of Timblin on the Palace
bill. The larger circuits have been so
extremely considerate of each other that
at times the exchange of -courtesies have
taken on the semblance of an unreal-
istic farce. This has prompted showmen
to comment from time’ to time that the
days of real opposition are gone never to
return.

Timblin, who is under contract to Alex
Gerber, will return to RKO dates after
the Jersey City obligation is wiped off
the Warner books. When the black-face -
comedian was forced to shove out of the
Palace the RKO office did the next best
thing and spotted a pair of real duskies,
Buck and Bubbles, in his place.

Bentley Adding Houses for Sun

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—John. Bentley, who
recently took over the Gus Sun booking
office here without a single house on the
books, is showing gratifying results in his
efforts to build up the office. Early this
week he had obtained five houses, with
a number of others in prospect.

Wren to Palace, Milwaukee

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Harry Wren has
been made manager of the Palace Thea-
ter, Milwaukee RKO house, succeeding
Harry Billings, who goes back to the
Riverside as manager. Publicity for both
houses is to be handled by Willlam
Danziger.

Bonomo Gets More Dates

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Joe Bonomo,
flicker strong man, who recently showed
here for REKO, has been okehed for
additional dates. He opens this week in

Providence.

King-McIntyre Outlook

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Lorita King and
Billy McIntyre, comedy team, who
showed for RKO the last half of last
week at the Royal, Bronx, may be okehed .
for further local dates. They are
agented by Weeden-Schultz.'
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State Bill Aims To Regulate Vaude. Agencies

Freeman’s
Inspection '

Leaves this week to visit
houses — *‘‘gentlemen’s
agreement” with Loew

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Charles J. Free-
man, REKO’s booking chief over the
West and South, will leave Thursday on
the first trip over his territory. He was
to have left last week, but Ben Piazza's
illness forced him to set the date ahead.
He will be gone six weeks, and his tour
will take in the southmost part of his
booking wing as well as the Coast.

While Freeman is away the booking
routine will be handled by his assist-
ants, Sam Tishman and Harry Kalcheim,
while more important matters may be
adjusted between Piazza and George A.
Godfrey, the Eastern chief.

Last week Freeman cleaned up enough

detail in his work on the realigned-

Southern and Western books to insure
complete information on his intact
shows at least four weeks in advance. In
this way the circuit’s press and exploita-
tion department will be in a position to
give better service consistently to the
houses concerned than at any time in
the history of the circuit.

An arrangement, based on “a gentle-
men’s agreement, was made last week
between Freeman and Marvin Schenck,
of the Loew office, whereby RKO and
Loew will use a maximum of four acts
in the Southern towns in which the
circuits are in opposition. These towns
are New Orleans, Memphis, Birmingham
and Atlanta. The suggestion for the
arrangement originated from the Loew
office, it is said, and is aimed to avoid
wasteful splurging by the circuits. This
is not the first time that RKO and Loeyv
“got together” on such Qropositi,ons in
recent seasons.

Freemian has already installed four-
act policies in Atlanta and Birmingham.
New Orleans will start as a consistent
four-act stand March 7, and the Mem-
phis situation is being adjusted by
RKO’s Chicago office at the instigation
of Freeman.

In slicing shows down to four acts
in the four Southern towns, according to
Freeman, there will be no corresponding
decrease in house budgets. These will
remain constant, thus providing. for
stronger attractions. The Schenck-Free-
man agreement is not concerned with

salaries.

Assets - of Rodney-Lloyd Co.
Transferred to Parent Corp.

SEATTLE, Wash., Jan. 25.—Result of
petition for disincorporation of the
Rodney-Lloyd Northwestern Theaters
Company of Washington, Washington
State branch of the former Pantages
chain, by Pantages’ lawyers here, was
the transfer of assets of this company
into the hands of the parent company in
Califernia. The petition was signed by
Alexandet Pantages, his wife, Lois Pan-
tages, and her mother, Mrs. Elvira
Mendenhall, of Los Angeles.

The company was formed under the
laws of Washington over 20 years ago
and was originally known as the Pan-
tages Theater Company of Washington.
The name was changed nine years ago
when, Alexander Pantages moved his
headquarters to California. The new
company was named for his two sonmns.
Pantages sold his Tacoma and Spokane
interests to Radio-Keith-Orpheum sev=-
eral months ago, retaining the Seattle
company to handle the affairs of Pan-
tages theaters in Seattle and Van-
couver, B. C.

Waterloo, Ia., Adding Vaude.

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Ray Swan, of the
-Waterloo Theater, Waterloo, Ia., spent
Several days in Chicago this week ar-
rarxging to put vaudeville in his house
two days a weels.

R —

OTTILIE CORDAY, now playing
straight and providing-warbling back-
ground for Al Anger in a new act
they are doing, written by Anger and

titled “Slapped™. They recently
\ showed for the major circuit. Miss
Corday was recently teamed with
Caroline  Scoville and  previously
worked with Sid Marion.

A. C. Vaudeless;
Public Protesting

ATLANTIC CITY, Jan. 25.—The Earle
Theater, Atlantic City’s only showhouse
playing vaudeville, went dark this week
for an indefinite period, patronage hav-
ing been on the decline since sound pic-
tures had been substituted for vaude-
ville. Manager Vernon Somers, who has
been associated with resort attractions
for the last 10 years, nas gone o London,
Conn., where he will manage another
house for Warner Bros.

For some time past .it has been
rumored that Warner planned to close
one house, but it was thought it might
be the new Warner, owing to the heavy
operating cost. Sears-Roebuck recently
purchased the Earle property- and in-
tend remodeling the building.

Atlantic City is thus, left without a
single vaudeville house or pit orchestra,
a condition which is already bringing
protest from the public.

Detroit Agency Dissolved ;
Stennard With Chas. Mack

DETROIT, Jan. 25.—The World Amuse.
ment Company, vaudeville booking
agency operated by Paul Savoy and Billy
Stennard, has been officially dissolved.
The office was opened last spring by
Savoy, who formerly had a desk in the
Chicago Pantages office. Savoy left De-
troit suddenly two months ago.

The enterprise, which was run by Sten-
nard as Stennard Vaudeville Enterprises
for a short time, has been merged with
the Michigan Vaudeville Managers’ As-
sociation, operated by Charles Mack.
Stennard will be field man for the office.

Calgary May Drop
Vaude. February 3

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The Grand, Cal-
gary, on the Orpheum route, will proba-
bly discontinue its vaudeville policy on
February 3. It is understood the house
will go into a sound policy. Calgary
follows Winnipeg on the route, and, if
the change goes thru, the jump will be
to Spokane.

Johnny Dixon Injured

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Johnny Dixon, of
the Dixon-Riggs Trio, acrobatic act, was
injured last Saturday at the Great States
house in Rockford, when he fell while
decing his act. Instead of alighting on
his feet the momentum carried him too
far and- he landed on his face, sutfering
nnumerous contusions. His injuries will
keep him out of the act for several
weeks,
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Burchill-Mandelbaum measure takes employment agency
jurisdiction out of municipalities—transfers it to State
Industrial Commissioner—prohibits fee splitting

—

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Under provisions of a bill already introduced in both
houses ©f the State Legislature, so-called theatrical employment agencies will
embrace 2 much wider field than at present, and these agencies wiil come under

the direct supervision of the State.

As now organized the theatrical employment

situation is being handled by the various municipalities, this power residing in

New Doorman Typifies
High Art in New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 20.—Herbert
Cass, seven feet, six inches, from the
Haymarket Theater, Chicago, is now
doorman at the Palace Theater, this
city. Cass can count the balcony by
walking out into the alleyway and
looking thru the window. The new
doorman says he is just another rep-
resentative of the high art of the
Palace. ' |

Godinb Twins Set for‘ N. Y.

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. Godino
(Slamese) Twins, sponsored by Arthur
Klein and Terry Turner, have been
booked by RKO for local appearances.
They will start the week of February 8
on a split between the Madison, Brook-
lyn, and the 58th Street.

Ned Crane Mending

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Ned Crane, for-
mer vaude. hooker and scenic artist, is
slowly recovering from severe injuries
sustained in a motor accident in Phila-
delphia. As soon as he is able, he will
continue with his plans for a new-type
booking oifice.

Greater New York in the Department of
Licenses, headed by Commissioner Wil-
liam F. Quigley.

At this early period it is impossible to
forecast the exact effect the pending bill
will have on the conduct of vaudeville
booking agencies and artistes repre-
sentatives offices, but those in the trade
who are on the alert for any move in
Albany reflecting on the show busi-
ness declare that if the bill is passed it
will bring about a complete revolution, at
least in the vaudeville branch of the
business. They are not prepared to state
whether the proposed law is designed to
further the best interests of the public.
Certain provisions, however, will make it
impossible to continue in business an
the same stuandards. Already 'a certain
clique among showmen in major vaude-
ville are laying plans to fight the bill.

The bill would repeal the sections of
the laws of 1909 which give the local
License Bureau its right to functicn. State
Senator Thomas F. Burchill introduced
the bill January 6, and in the lower
house the bill has the sponsorship of
Assemblyman Samuel Mandelbaum, who
had it read on the floor several days
earlier. The Senate has referred the bill
to its Committee on Finance, and in the
Assembly it is being taken up by the
Ways and Means Conmmittee. The
Burchill-Mandelbaum bill, according to
an authoritative source, has the advance

(See STATE BILL on page 12)
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“Strong” Turns Killed

By _cPlugging T Neglect

Muscle boys turned performers are back at their old
jobs—some adopt acrobating as calling—public wised

up to humbug in many of

the biceps acts

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—“Strong acts’’ have passed completely out of ihe vaude-

ville picture.
in side shows and the circus.

These once consistent “b.-0.” attractions are now extinct except
It isn’t so long ago that the major circuits were

falling all over each other looking for husky ex-wrestlers, steelworkers and long-
shoremen to pull the crowds into their houses. Any man who could tear a telephone

directory and bendd a piece of iron, legiti-
mately or not, was their prey, and soon
blossomed out as “the strongest man in
the world’”. Now the former laborers
among the biceps exhibitors are back at
their respective jobs.

This abandonment of a certain type

of act cannot be blamed on the slough-
ing vaudeville received from the elo-
quent flickers except from the exploita-
tion angle.

The success of “strong acts” was based
purely and simply on proper publicity.
This was proven when Breitbart, the
Polish giant, and Marta Farra, the
Franco-Italian strong girl, came to
America five years ago. Following each
other into the Hippodrome for Keith,
they played to capacity houses for five
and four weeks respectively as a result
of a bombardment of free newspaper
publicity and extensive advertising and
billing.

However, when the talkies came to the
fore “strong” acts were doomed. BOOK-
ers, influenced by house managers who
trust films more than vaudeville for
box-office influence and therefore do not
exploit acts, refuse to accept the muscle
turns. Then again there are bookers who
would not take an attraction that de-
pends for appeal solely on exploitation,
preferring straight entertainment. An
instance of this occurred ‘recently when
Charles J. Freeman refused a contract
to the Schaeffer Twins after they had
beén penciled in for the Orpheum Cir-
cuit before he took over the Western
books. Freeman emphatically stated at
that time he would not book either side
show or “strong” acts for the Western
REKO Time.

- Incidentally the Schaeffer Twins,

heralded as Germany’s strongest boy and
girl, were the last attempt at reviving
the strong act. Tishman & O’Neal and
Leo Singer took this last splurge in re-
educating house managers and bookers
and after three months of hit-and-miss
dates ‘gave it up as a bad job. The
Schaeffer Twins were composed of Toldi,
a Hungarian youth of little more than
average strength. and Marta Farra, al-
most 10 years his senior.

The attitude of the public towards
such acts can also be attributed to its
demise. Mr. and Mrs. Public had become
extremely skeptical as to the authen-
ticity of hending thick iron bars and
lifting impossible weights and therefore
would not storm the box offide as in
the days of yore.

Altho Breitbart and Marta Farra were
undoubtedly the greatest money acts of
their type, ithere are others, now dead
or retired, who took a generous slice
of fame.

It is a good many years since Yussoff,
the Terrible Turk; Hackenschmidt, San-
dow and Travers added big chunks to
the receipts of Hammerstein’s. Hacken-
schmidt has been acknowledged as. the
strongest man who ever lived. but San-
dow and Travers are probably the most
famous and revered of them all.

Some of the more recent ‘strong’ acts,
aside from the Schaeffer Twins, include
Little Samson, Cronos, and Alice and
Gene Crelli. The latter act has just
returned from a tour of Europe, where
great strength still gets the shekels, and
is now. lcoking for dates. The REKO
Circuit is now booking Joe Bonomo, the
screen Samson, but his act is more of
a personal appearance than a display of
muscilar power,

The only solution to the employment
problem is for.‘strong” men and women
to become acrobats, that is if they can
.Jbear the salary cut. But the tumblers
are not doing so well these days either
unless they present something new and
unusually daring.

Wilcox Breaks Bones,
But Spirit Is Intact

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Bert Wilcox
feels that he needs a few good laughs
—and he can’'t be blamed. He writes
that just as he was about to go into
rehearsal with a new show he ‘“got
smacked with a taxi” and ended up
at the Reconstruction Hospital. He
broke six ribs, his collar bone, teeth
knocked out, slight fracture of the
| skull and cuts and gashes. Outside

of that Bert is okeh.

Since he expects to remain in the
aptly named institution about 10
weeks, Bert asks us to tell the boys
and girls to «call, *“as it’s rather
lonesome around a hospital.”

Burns and West Will
Head New Gerber Act

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Burns and West
will head a comedy affair, Bombo Land,
which Alex Gerber now has in rehearsal.
Their support includes Frank Corbett
and Phil Dwyer. Tommie and Evelyn
Teller, another Gerber act, have,K been
given a 17-week Western route by the
circuit, starting February 9 in Detroit.

JEAN WHITE, who is working
the breakins in a new routine of
character numbers with special ma-
terial by FEugene Conrad. She re-
cently returned from FEurope after
playing therg more than' 20 weeks.
Miss White replaced Winnie Light-
ner in the 1926 edition of “Scan-
dals”, was featured in Arthur Ham-
merstein’s “Sometime” and replaced
Texas Guinan in “Padlocks”. Her
indie dates are being handled thru
Percy Oakes.

Gordan as Single Seon

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Paul Gordan,
bike comedian, closed an engagement as
a featured member of Fanchon-Marco's
Up in the Air idea last week. He is
negotiating for dates as a single.

Sales on the Mend

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Stauley  Sales,
of the vaude. team of Lewis and Sales,
is recuperating from an operation at the
Fifth Avenue Hospital. He expects to
be discharged by the end of the week.

—

“Chink Joints” Not as Bad

As Painted, Reviewer Finds

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—It’s about time
we gave a little space to those Chink
joints,” thought a member of the vaude-
ville staff this week. He had heard
chronic complaints from chronically un-
employed performers about the cover-
free dining places on and near Broadway
run by enterprising Orientals. With the
resolve to show up these despoilers of
professional dignity, the vaudeville re-
viewer made his way to the Ralais D'Or,
one of the largest Chinese-operated eater-
ies on the Big Street. He came to razz, but
he remained, if not to applaud, at least
tc wonder 1if performers’ squawks are
always worth serious consideration. The
following represents what the reviewer
offers as an unbiased account of a sup-
per show caught at the 48th street resort
last week.

Instead of a mob of dizzy sheiks and
sloppy flappers, one sees midst surround-
ings that would do an Urban’s heart
good a mixed crowd of diners, but all
better In dress, manner and deportment
than one pictures as patronizing the
chow-meineries. A raised inclosure at
one end accommodates the rotund B. A.
Rolfe and his bathd. If there's any leader
in the business who radiates dignity and
holds out a nasty death for cheap wise-
cracks—in fact, any kind of wisecracks—
it is this pioneer who broke bread with
picture magnates when they were strug-
gling exhibitors. And today you don't
find him leading a band for coffee and
cake—or chow mein.

Rolfe gets the spot, and in his well-
placed voice, announces Wedding of the
Painted Dolls. The boys play it as they
they did to a great hand at the Palace
not so long ago. Next are the Van Noye
Sisters, cute-looking kids, in a gracefully
executed scarf dance. With plenty of
clothes, too. Charles Pearce follows in a
tenorized solo of Song of Songs. Both
turns warmly received.

Betty Reddick, a youngster not un-
known in vaudeville, does a rhythm tap.
She clicks and skips out to give

‘last item of the first display.

Anthony. the whistler, his first inning.
Anthony gets what might be called a
tremendous reception. Malsie Gray, of
the Gray Family, gives a pleasing exhibi-
tion of mixed blues and' boop-a-doop
warbling in her handling of Be My
Lovin’ Man. A slight play for ringside
males, .but milder than a spring breeze.
The way she does it is charming Others
make a. leering feast of it, and in so-
called white eateries a stone’s throw
from here. Walter Reddick, the supple
lad who knows his acrobatics okay, is the
He 'Is
Betty’s brother and her sidekick in
vaudeville. ;

The five acts do another round, the
girls making wardrobe changes and the
Reddicks doubling on the second go. The
show 18 wound up in little over half an
hour.

The reviewer does a little investigat-
ing. ' Before investigating, however, he
notices that there are no curtain
speeches, no scenery transportation—
nothing like four and five shows a day.

Investigation discloses that the artistes
are by no means overpaid. But they get
as much as they would in any vaudeville
act. Their week’s run takes- in two
shcws a day—or rather a night—one at
7:30, the ofher at 11:30. Clean and com-
modious dressing accommodations. No
mixing—and about 10 times more dig-

nity accompanying their work than in

picture houses.

_ Across the street NTG has his shapeli-
est near-nudes on display. All around
are other Chinese-operated eaterics. 'The
Orientals are apparently more wary in
their methods of doing business than
some of the whites. Some of the other
chow-meineries have less appealing
shows than the Palais O’'Or. But all of
their shows are clean to the-core.

The ‘“Chink joints” aren’t so bad after
all. We found one of them, in fact,
that makes most of the vaudefilmers
look sick—from the standpoint of the

performer anyway.

mg Many Foreign

Acts Booked

Terry Turner home from
abroad with contracts ——

going back March 12

E———

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—A number of
foreign acts, both freak and straight
singing and dancing turns, will soon be
seen in this country as a result of Terry
Turner’s trip abroad. Turner returned
from Paris last week.

Not only has Turner engaged the for-
eign attractions for tentative American
dates, but he also signed two acts now
playing here for European bookings, the
Gibb Siamese Twins and Blackstone.
The ‘“‘Slamese” pair is scheduled to open
March 23 at ‘the Sol Pleyel, a new con-
cert hall in Paris, and then tour the
continent for two months, opening in
Southampton, England, May 28, for a
tour of that country. Blackstone will
play dates for the Stoll Circuit'in Bris-
tol, Leeds, Manchester and London, leav-
ing for England as soon as he completes
contracts for Western dates here, prob-
ably late in April

Among the foreign acts Turner signed
are the Plateau Women, a troupe com-
posed of eight woman and four men
from the Belgian Congo, Africa, the
women being noteworthy for their tre-
mendous lips, enlarged by wooden discs.
This troupe will come here as soon as
fhey finish South American bookings.
The Can Can Girls, a famous Parisian
dancing troupe of nine extremely tall
girls; Nina Alexia, night-club star of
Paris; Peggy Carlyle, English motion
picture star, and Four Russian singers,
known as the Moussorgsky Quartet, are
among the others Turner hopes to get
booked in this country.

Victor Bartilloni remained in Paris as
Turner’s representative. Turner will
make another trip abroad March 12.

Chi. Theater Situation
Causes Many Rumors

CHICAGO, Jan. 26.—Rumors concern-
ing changes in the vaudeville situation
here continue to be bandied about, none
of them meeting with. flat denial from
the parties concerned, while others bring
merely evasive replies to inquiries. With
so much smoke, there undoubtedly must
be some fire, but just where is not ap-
parent.

Rumors of a change of policy at the
New Palace, the only straight vaudeville
house left here, have been current for
some time, and it has been admitted by
REKO officials that the house would be
wired. However, no definite information
as to whether this was to be done
merely for the installation of talking
newsreels, a combination picture-vaude.
policy similar to that of the State-Lake,
or straight talking pictures has been
forthcoming. An official of the circult
when asked pointblank, Friday, by a Bill-
board representative whether the house
was going into pictures, smiled enigmat-
ically and replied: “Well, you never can
tell.”

Reports are current that the house will
go into pictures within a few weeks,
but they lack confirmation. Officials of
both the Shuberts and RKO laughed off
rumors that the latter circuit' would take
over the Majestic when the Shubert lease
expires in the spring, and attention was
called to the fact that Shubert bookings
extend beyond that time. -

During the last week persistent re-
ports have been heard along Randolph
street that the Erlanger (the old' Palace)
would soon revert to vaudeville. At the
Erlanger this was characterized as “a lot
of hooey™.

Reily’s “Success’® Unit

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Ted Reily,
itinerant vaude. producer, is putting out
a 30-people affair called Success. The
idea is based on something Reily has had
in mind for legit. production for some
time. It will be started as a presenta-
tion for picture houses and will later be
reshaped for vaude. Reily expects to
have 1t ready by next week. Mary Jane
Owen will be featured.

/.
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Settled by Ex. Comm.

Intact - Show Problem

February 1, 1930 11

Piazza Fights

Pneumonia

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Ben Piazza re-
turned to his desk Wednesday slightly
shaky but otherwise completely recov-
ered from a siege of pneumonia. He had
been laid up in his apartment here for
two weeks, having been stricken as he
was about to leave for Chicago on his
first trip sincé he became general busi-
ness manager of the RKO booking de-
partment.

In about two weeks Piazza will make
the postponed Chicago trip. Several im-
portant matters are awaiting his atten-
tion in the circuit’'s Midwestern office.

State Being Reviewed
By New York Dailies

NEW . YORK, Jan. 27.—Logew’s State is
on the regular weekly reviewing calendar
of most of the local dailies. The New
York Times is the only one not included
in the list of papers which are reviewing
the key house of the Loew Circuit, be-
cause its policy is to review only the
Palace. - .

Only once before has the State re-
ceived critical recognition by the dailies,
at the time two of the local tabs. ran
cartoon ratings on certain vaudefilmers
in the metropolitan area on the pay-as-
you-go basis.

Wallendas on Indie Dates

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The Wallenda
Troupe, wire act, is being booked be-
tween circus seasons in the indie houses
thru Grohs & Graham. Graham, long
associated as sponsor of Lady Alice’s Pets,
will continue that act. He is rounding
up dates for it in the indie houses in
New ¥York and vicinity.

Rogers Teamed With Dale

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Art Rogers has
gone vaude. again, being given dates by
RKO that will carry him well into the
summer. He is teamed with Eddie Dale.
Rogers completed 26 weeks with the
Coast company of Good News and played
in geveral pictures with Charley Chase.

Sweet-Proctor With Mitzi

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—~Marjorie Sweet
and Warren Proctor, former vaude, sing-
ing combo, will be seen here in the sup-
port of Mitzi when the revival of Sari
opens tonight at the Liberty Theater.

Kennedy for Midwest

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—Madge Kennedy
has been booked for the Midwest by the
major circuit with her'comedy one-acter,
The Red Hat. She will start today
at the Palace, Chicago, and follow with

the Palace, Cleveland.

January J ubilee
Getting Results

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Favorable re-
sults from.various angles have been ob-
tained by RKO in its January Good
Times Jubilee, which has been running
day and date with Loew’'s January Fes-
tival. The battle between both circuits
for the co-operation and tieup value of
Chambers of Commerce in the towns in
which both are represented by houses
has not perceptibly affected the plans
of the local exploiters. Loew has re-
frained from issuing a list, but in an
announcement of RKOC 15 large cities
are mentioned as having tied up with
the circuit thru their Chambers of Com-
merce. But four of these cities include
both RKO and Loew houses, in their
theater contingent.

Newspaper supplements have been put
out as tributes to RKO and its prosperity
drive in Providence, St. Paul-Minne-
apolis, Brooklyn, Schenectady, Rochester,
Lowell, Memphis, New Orleans, Newark,
Springfield and Omaha.

CHARLES (SLIM) TIMBLIN, whose
lraining in burlesque is serving him
in good stead as a major personality
in the wvaudeville ranks. In his
black-face act, assisted by Billy
Raymond and Val Russell, Timblin
has been playing steadily for RKO,
and scored a big hit last week at
the Palace, New York. He will start
. February 8 as the feature of an in-
tact show being launched éy George
Godfrey, Eastern division head.

PTB Club Selects
De Coucy Playlet

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Louis De Cou-
cy’s playlet, For Lizette, has been selected
as the first item on the production
schedule of the PTB Club, plans of
which were detailed in last week's Bill-
board. Gustave Frohma(n, the president,
has invited certain 'talented young
artistes to his auditions, and from
among these the cast will be selected.

Profits derived from booking the play-
let in vaudeville. or elsewhere will be

turned over to the charity fund of the

P. T. Barnum Tent, CSSCA.

N

Williams-Delaney Go Loew

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Ina. Williams
and Jere Delaney, comedy team who re-
cently played for RKO on Eastern dates,
will switch to Loew the last half of this
week at the Bedford, Brooklyn. They
are doing their familiar characteriza-
tion skit, Give and Take, and may con-
tinue on a string of local Loew dates.

- Capitol Theater.

Readjustment of budgets assures Godfrey 13 unbroken
weeks—minimum of 14 weeks for Freeman—W estern
shows to be assembled in N. Y.—uniform four-act shows

NEW YORK, Jan. 25.—At its first meeting in several weeks last Wednesday,
the executive committee of the REKO booking office devoted itself almost ex-

clusively to a review of the intact show situation.

It was brought out in the

three-cornered discussion that Charles J. Freeman’s wing is already firmly estab-
lished on its rotating unit plan, and that George A. Godfrey will he in a similayr

Ambiguous Fox Booking

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — “Are ya
working?” one actor asked another
in the lobby of the Bond Building
last week. .

“Yeah, I open for Fox tomorrow,
but I'm not sure whether it’s the Au-
dubon or the Automat.”

More Vaude. Booked

For Canton Houses

CANTON, O. Jan. 25.—New history
will be written for Canton vaudeville
February 1 when Loew’s begins booking
of Broadway unit shows direct from the
The Palace, which has
keen running pictures exclusively for al-
most a year, will return to a vaude-
film policy, presenting Warner Bros.’
vaudeville and feature filins. The change
will brirg to Canton more vaudeville
than it has had fur months.

Canton Loew’s will get the musical
units the first four days of the week, a
new show opening each Sunday. Vaude-
ville bills now opening Sundays will be
switched to the last three days of the
week and that now booked for the last
half will be discontinued. This change
will eliminate a five-day layoff which has
been in effect between the Pittsburgh
and Cleveland engagements.

The new policy for the Palace, now
Warner controlled, calls for five acts of
vaudeville. Since its opening three years
ago RKO vaudeville had been pre-
sented. On January 27 the house will
close for a week to permimt re-equip-
ment of the stage. Prices will be ad-
vanced from 50 to 60 cents top.

Mae Wynn in N. E.

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Mae Wynn and
Buddy, who recently played for Fox, have
resumed for RKO on a string. of New
England dates, hooked out of the Bos-
ton office. The tap-dancing team will
open this week at the Howard, Boston,
andk play Keith'’s, Porltand, Me., next
week.

S~ o

Schwarzwald Hindered by

Loecal Autonomy Barriers

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The plan to im-
prove the personnel and the quality of
music played by the RKO pit orchestras,
undertaken over a year ago by Milton
Schwarzwald, general musical director,
has been hampered by Ilocal autonomy
rule of musicians’ locals all over the
country. This is especially true in those
towns on the ecircuit where the musi-
cians’ unions have been weighted down
by antiquated or “blue-law” restrictions.

Certain locals have gone to no small
ends to prevent importations of modern
leaders and players with so-called cre-
ative ability. The RKO music depart-
ment has gradually overcome this type
of objection in a great many localities
by impressing upon the objectors that
the motive for making these changes is
not to brand the local men as incom-
petent, but rather actually to improve
the local pit aggregation itself and thus
help the outfit sell itself to audiences.
Since this program has been adopted and
the recalcitrants have been won over
gradually during the last few weeks,
more co-operation is being given to the
department by the local musicians’ or-
ganizations.

Schwayzwald and his aids have been
devoting considerable time lately to the
out-of-town situation, with the result
that the smaller locals have become

more interested in the purposes of the
REKO music department. Heretofore any
stunt which violated the established lo-
cal precedent, such as Vocal choruses by
individual men in the pit orchestra or
featured solos, were met with demands
fgr extra pay. Great numbers of musi-
clans have been brought to the realiza-
tion, since noting the success which has
attended these experiments at metro-
politan hoiuses, that a willing co-opera-
tion cannot help but reflect to the good
o? the local house and the local musi-
cian.

Certain locals demand, and there is no
denial that they are justified thru the
existence of equitable contracts, that an
orchestra be maintained at a house even
tho that house operates under an all-
gound pictures policy. The RKO music
department is exerting its efforts to ex-
ploit such an orchestra and yet not ham-
per the existing policy of the house.
Such a situation is found in Washing-
ton, where a 12-men outfit must be sold
to the public, tho the house plays noth-
ing but sound pictures. Schwarzwald
will leave tomorrow for Washington to
look over the situation there and may
also visit Philadelphia. He will return
to 111‘18 office here the latter part of this
week.,

position within the next three weeks.
The final outcome of the efforts of RKO
to establish intact shows as its uni-
versal booking procedure will be that the
Freeman wing will be in a position to
give its rotating units a minimum of 14
weeks and Godfrey will have at his dis-
posal 13 weeks of consecutive time for
his intact shows.

While it had been reported all along
as likely, not until this week’s confab
of the booking triumvirate took place
was it made plain, by agreement between
Ben Piazza, Godfrey and Freeman, that
the circuit’s intact shows will consist
uniformly of four acts. All of the houses
on the circuit, of course, will not play
four acts, but the extra acts will be
booked by the spot method.

Thru co-operaticn between Freeman
and Godfrey, it will be possible in sev-
eral weeks for the former to assemble
his intact sho%s in the East. Until now
Freeman had to base his intact-show
selections on theoretical values and has
not received the benefit of expert ad-
vice of the circuit’s production, music
and mechanical departments.

By a readjustment of budgets, involving
mostly the raising of certain of them to
come up to a standard, Godfrey has
been put in a position to offer his in-,
tact shows 13 unbroken weeks. His four-
act shows have been launched regularly
at the rate of one a week for the last
seven weeks. The houses in the Godfrey
column now available for the circuit-
assembled units are the Palace (full);’
Albee, Brooklyn (full); Flushing, Madi-
son, Newark (full); 86th Street, 81st
Street, Coliscum, Fordham, Keith-Albee,
Boston (full); Providence (full); Buf-
falo (full); Toronto (full); Cincinnati
(full); .Akron (full), and 'Youngstown
(full).

Van-Schenck Routed;
Other Hyde Bookings

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — Van and
Schenck have been signed for a tour
of the Loew Circuit, and will open Febru-
ary 1 at the State, Newark, and play
the WMetropolitan, Brooklyn, the week
following. They are slated to play the
entire circuit. They recently finished
their first talkie for MGM.

The team is agented by Johnny Hyde,
of the Willlam Morris office, thru whom
Harry Masters and Dotty Grayce have
been booked to show the last half of
this week at the Fairmount, Bronx, in
a new two-act, Oh, Harry, by Ed Lowry.
Masters and Grayce have discarded their
seven-people blackout flash, which they
played last season over the circuit.

Special Yonkers Shows

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Loew’s, Yon-
kers, will celebrate its second anniver-
sary the week of February 1. The vaude-
ville bill will be increased each half to
six acts. Special. advertising will be
released to the local papers for the
occasion.

Acts booked for the first half of the
week thus far include Morrell and Beck-
with, Art Henry and Company and Ru-
loff and Elton. The last-half bill will
include Russell Marconi, Brandies, Car-
roll and Mann, The Devils’ Circus, Mc-
Manus and Hickey and.the Royal Uyena

Japs.

Trini May Supplant Osborne

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Anthony Trini,
violinist and singer, now playing at the
Chateau Madrid with his own orchestra,
is preparing to enter vaudeville and may
open for RKO shortly at one of the local
houses, doubling from the night club.

It 1s reported that Trini, who now
broadcasts nightly over the Columbia
system, may shortly supplant Will Os-
borne and His Herbert Diamond Enter-
tainers on the air as a jewelry plugger.
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No Developments
e/ ®
In NVA Situation
NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Nothing has
yet developed since the publication of
last week’s story on the financial con-
dition of the NVA to indicate that any-
thing is being done to avert a catas-
trophe. In fact, inside sources con-
tinue in their belief that the performers’
club will be on the rocks if definite
assurance of financial assistance is not
forthcoming in the next several weeks.
Pat Casey, treasurer of the NVA and
upon whom much depends whether the
NVA will weather its alleged financial
crisis, left- here for the Coast January
21. He could not be reached by The
Billboard, but Willilam J. Lee, his per-
scnal aid, stated emphatically = that
Casey’s trip is on personal business and
is concerned in no way with the NVA and
VMA. The acknowledged czar of the

ENGLISH BULLDOG PUPPIES,
Eligible to register. Satisfaction guaranteed. Write
for description and price. BAUMBRAE FARMS
(Box No. 2, Route 6), Pontiac, Mich,

WANTED~—B, F. Comic. Ghost acts out. Up iIn
all others. Strong Specialties for ten nights. Pref-
erence to Piano doublers. Other ascts write. State
all by letter. Boozers and holidayonians save
stamps. Ontario only. Thirty dollars and transpor-
tation after joining Salary every Monday. Ticket if
I know you. Laytons. write. CAPT. LARRY
O'BRIEN OF CHEROKEES, Port Rowan, Ont.,
January 28-February 3.

a

(WE MANUFACTURE TO ORDER ONLY)

PROPERTIES, SCENERY,
NOVELTIES, PAPIER MACHE

No Catalogs,
MID-CITY STUDIOS
14 South Halsted St., CHICAGO, ILL.

FOR SALE
COMPLETE DRAMATIC TENT OUTFIT

45x100, Pushpole, Marquce, 5 sections Blues, over 300
Chairs. Culbranson Piano, Stage, Scenery Frame
and Scenery, Wiring and Switchboard, Globes, every-
thing complete to set up and show. Stored in
Cushing, Téx. First $350.00 takes all. Don’'t ask
condition. as Seats and Piano alone are worth
more that that. Wire MANAGER TENT SHOW,
Woodville. Tex.

WANTED, 5000 THEATRES

To rent the world’s most beautiful Stage Settings
for Special Gala Occasions of any nature. Write to
AMELIA GRAIN, Philadelphia, Pa '

THEATRICAL PHOTOS

Reproductions, 8x10. $10.00 per 100, Two Poses;
$3.00 for 12, One Pose. Additional Negative, §1.00.
3 WILLIAM BURKE,

180 East Grand Blvd.,
MAKE-UP

WIG BEARDS

FREE CATALOG

F. W. NACIJI 38 So. Stats 8t,

CHIPAGO. YLL.
w7« BECOME A LIGHTNING
23 TRICK CARTOONIST"

% Send $1.00 for Snappy Program of 23
<4 \ COMIC TRICK DRAWINGS, with
BALDA AR

TAP DANCES

SERVICE, D-2, Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
nced Routine, $2.00

ation, $1.00; Time-

Detroit, Mich.

By mail. Beginners or Ad
cach; both, $3.00; Orches
Step and Break, 25c,

THE KINSELLA ACADEMY

2530 May Street, Cincinnati, Ohio

CRAWFORD
THEATRE

T 00000

- EL PASO, TEXAS

AVAILABLE FEB. 10TH
FOR

MUSICAL TABLOID

Wire
C. P. CRAWFORD

Jefferson Hotel,
St. Louis, Mo.

February 1, 1930

Billb'dard

Presenting Musical Comedy and Revue Bills.
Show equipped for long engagement.

Specialties.
JIMMIE HILL, Ritzy Theatre, -

 Stock Location Wanted for Broadway Follies

Large variety of strong
Wire immediately.
SPARTANBURG, S. C.

WANTED PUBLICITY MAN

Must have personality, appearance, originality and ability to solicit display

advertising irom local merchants.

State all

first letter. Address RAJAH

RABOID, Fay’s Theatre, Providence, R. |, this week and next.

vaudefilm operating industry will be
gone at least three weeks, Lee added.

Eddie Cantor has not yet explained his
side of the matter, but an answer is
expected in several days, and this will
be printed in next week’s issue if re-
ceived in time. Cantor communicated
with The Billboard, however, and in a
wire stated that he is not in good health
and has been under a doctor’s care. “I
have just been able to go thru the per-
formance each night,” he added.

A VMA attache stated today that the
sanatorium. at Saranac Lake will be
opened late in the spring. He denied
that there are any financial difficulties
confronting the NVA. It was also
learned that despite Cantor’s announce-
ments several months ago there has been
no official move made to do away with
the public collections idea. It is re-
ported that the annual benefit will be
held at the Metropolitan Opera House
the last week in April, with public col-
lections being made all over the country
that month. This is not official, how-
ever.

Happy Lawson , Hés
Black-and-Tan Act

Happy Lawson, who until recently
toured the Orpheum Time with his act
bhilled as Happy Lawson’s Record and
Radio Pals, has framed a new three-act,
using the same title. The turn is at
present playing a few break-in dates in
the Cincinnati territory, after which it
will move into New York for a showing.

Assisting Lawson in the new act are
Henrletta Lund and Holly Moret. The
trio works in black and tan, featuring
harmony singing, comedy chatter and
uke. and piano  work. The Lawson
crowd is this week appearing at the Em-
press Theater, Cincinnati Mutual bur-
lesque house, as a featured added attrac-
tion, and at the two Sunday perform-
ances stopped tRings cold.

Jury Acquits Comedians

KANSAS CI1TY, Mo., Jan. 27.—It re-
quired just four minutes Friday for a
jury to return a verdict acquitting Ralph
Duby and Eddie Hayward, charged with
vulgar speech and behavior on the stage
of the 12th Street Theater the night of
December 28. Duby is a clown in an
act in which HaywoOd appears as an
ordinary citizen. Local club women were
responsible for their arrest.

STATE BILL—

“(Continued from page'9)

support of the administration. and was
one of the first matters considered by
Minority Leader Peter J. Hammlil before
his sudden death several weeks ago.

In its clause dealing with theatrical
employment agencies, the bill provides
that offices coming under this classifica-
tion are those who act as ‘“the personal
representative of a theatrical actor, ar-
tiste or performer in the procuring of
employment or engagements, but such
term does not include the business of
managing such entertainments, exhibi-
tions or performances, or the artistes
and attractions comstituting the same
where such bhusiness only incidentally
involves the seeking of -employment
therefor.”

Treating of fees, the bill provides that
“such term also includes the difference
between the amount of money received
by any such person who furnishes em-
ployees, performers or entertainers for
a circus, vaudeville, theatrical or other
cntertainment, exhibition or perform-
ance, and the smount paid by him to
the said employees, performers or enter-
tainers whom he hires or provides for
such entertainments, exhibitions cr per-
formances.”

Another interesting feature of the
Burchill-Mandelbaum bill is its' pro-
vision that “The . commissioner (State

-

Industrial Commissioner) may at any
time on his own motion or upon ccm-
p’aint filed with him and after a public
hearing on not less than 10 days’ notice
to the licensed agent, revoke a. license
for good cause shcwn.”

In the chapter on Bcnds and License
Fees, it is provided that the fee of a
license shall be $100 before the license
shall be issued. A surety bond of $3,000
will also be necessary.

“The condition of every such bond
shall be that the person receiving a
license to conduct an employment agency
. . . shall pay all damages occasioned
to any person by reason of any mis-
statement, misrepresentation, fraud or de-
ceit or any unlawful act or omission of
such licensed person, his agents or em-
ployees while acting within the scope of
their employment, made, committed or
omitted in the conduct of the business
under such license, or caused by any
violation of this article im carrying on
the business for which such license is
granted.”

What is considered in the trade as tre
most important feature of the proposed
bill is its attempt to regulate fees. It
provides that “No licensed person shall
charge »r accert any fee from an ap-
plicant in excess of the fee set forth in
the schedule filed by him and posted in
the agency. No such licensed person
shall accept or receive any money, gift
or other valuable thing as a gratuity or
in addition to or in lieu of the fee set
forth in the schedule, and no such
licensed person shall split, divide or
share, either directly or indirectly, the
fee charged or received by him with any
employer or his agent, foreman or any
other person in his employ.

“Any such licensed agent or his repre-
sentative or employee who shall violate
any provision of this section shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and any other
person who shall ask or receive or share
any part of the fee received by such
licensed agent in violation of this sec-
tion shall be guiity of a misdemeanor,
punishable as hereinafter provided.  In
addition to any other penalty herein pro-
vided, a violation of this section shall
warrant the revocation of the license of
such person.”

The Burchill-Mandelbaum bill was in-
troduced as a result of agitation by the
administration to effect some means
whereby certain chronic evils of employ-
ment agencies will be eliminated. The
bill is aimed against petty thievery in
the employment agency business where-
by certain licensed agencies -participate
in a racket ensnaring advance payments
from prospective employees who ars
sent, in turn, to jobs that do not last
more than several days. With sentiment
in favor of changing the employment
agency law to cover such thievery, it was
found necessary to include all aspects of
the situation in the bill. The theatrical
angle is incidental to the move, and
changes might be made in the clauses
dealing with theatrical agencies before
the bill emerges from its respective come
mittees in the upper and lower houses.
Public hearings on the bill will be held
some time in March, The Billboard has
learned from one of its sponsors.

REKO agents have been notified of the
pending bill, and a study is now being
made to determine how it will affect
them. Norman E. Manwaring, who was
head of the now defunct RKO agents’
Board of Arbitration, is said to be in-
trusted with the tzsk of rounding up all
reccgnized artistes, representatives in the
vaudeville field for a discussion of the
bill and action to be taken toward hav-
ing certain of its provisions changed to
further their interests. RKO’s legal de-
‘partment is also reported giving the
matter its closest attention.

The Burchill - Mandelbaum bill is
known in the Senate as “An. act to
amend the labor lew, in relation to emi-
ployment agencies and repealing certain
provisions of the general business law,

and making an appropriation therefor.,” |}

110—COMEDY SONGS—$1.00

‘‘Complete Words and Music.” “Original’” Jokes,
Monologues, Stories, Parodies by ddie Cantor,
Star Ziegfeld ¥ollies, and Monroe Silver, Famous
Record Artist. ““Guaranteed Positive'’. THE
COLLINS CO.. 197 Fulton St., Brooklyn,

MADISON'S BUDGET No. 20

Never fails where comedy material is required,
Price. ONE DOLLAR. Back issues out of prinf
except No. 18, which also costs $§1. JAMES MAD-
ISON, 988 .Lexington Ave., New York.

TOPMOUNTER

WANTED AT ONCE

Ready to go to work. Must be good ground tum-
bler and balancer. Not over 135 pounds. Wonder-
fyl opportunity and lifelong engagement for right
party. Steady work and good salary paid. Phone
Endicott . 8700 Extension 1029, Write M.
MEEHAM, Room ‘1029. Hotel Embassy. 70th and
Broadway, New York City. p

SOPHIE BLAZEVIC

Your Mother, Martha Gogulska, is dead
at Buffalo. Please communicate at once
with CHARLES A. WHITE, Public Ad-
ministrator, Morgan Bldg., Buffalo, N. Y.

WA SPELIALY

Solid Spangle Material, in Block Pattern. Col-

—

ors: Red and Silver, Green and Silver, $7 50

Gold, Silver. 18-in., Reg. $12. Yard. .

SHSolid dep aén gle I]:Iatega;.d 23-in, - Gold,
ver, Red, Green. eg. .50,

Yard Csos cr2avass e 00...?00.00900000.0 $5.50

Postage on above articles: For one, l4c; two,
20c; three, 22c. Send for Complete Illus-
trated Catalogue.

WAAS & SON

123 S. 11th St., Philadelphia, Pa.
COSTUMES TO HIRE—1 or 1,000.

A Remarkable
Value!

$,.65]|

Here’s a marvelous Slipper done in
Pink or White Canvas that's hard to
tell from Satin. Seldom has Capezio

ever been able to produce so excellent

a Slipper for so little. Also in Pink
or White Satin, or Patent Leather at
$6.50. Dyed to match Sample, $1.00
Extra. Producers write for quantity
prices. Catalogue upon request.

RETAIL STORE
838 7th Ave.,
(AL 54th Streel)
New York City

MAIL ORDER,
Department F

333 W. 524 St.,
New York City

Iron Wrought Stand

.
D)

With filling
of Artificial
Flowers,
Drooping
Vines and
Natural Pre-
pared Ferns.
50x24 inches.
Complete as
Iustrated.

$6.00

No. 5149

Write for Copy of Our
SPRING CATALOG NO. 5

Illustrating in Colors Artificial Flow-
ers, Plants, Trees, Vines for Theatres,
Mailed FREE ON REQUEST

FRANK NETSCHERT, INC.

61 Barclay Street, ' New York City

elc.




VAUDE. NOTES

RICARDO CORTEZ, in the Edwin
Burke playlet, Brothers, will open for
REKO the first half of next week in Pater-
son. He is as:isted by Doris Kemper.
Tom McGuire and Leslie Adams. The
act has been staged by Robert Gleckler.

DONOVAN GIRLS (Mary Kathryn and
Virginia Jayne% have split with the Tem-
pleton Boys. They are now sharing bill-
ing honors in an act with Jimmie Barry,
who formerly worked as Mr. and Mrs.
Jimmie Barry.

JOHN TILLER'S Sunshine Girls, 16-
girl troupe from musical comedy, will
be launched on RKO dates next week on
a split between the Riverside, New York,
and the Chester, Bronx, represented by
Max Hayes. Marjorie Lane, formerly
heading her own act, is leading the en-
semble.

ALICE AND DOROTHY MORLEY, re-
united sister team, returned to the RKO
fold the last half of last week at the
Madison, Brooklyn. Direction of Harry
Romm. Alice had been singling of late
while Dorothy was teamed with Al Anger.

JAMES BARTON will return to vaude-
ville the week of February 8, opening for
RKO in Newark. He has been away for
some time.

Time heals as well as clarifies. Not long
ago all the hoisy squawkers were parking
their mud packs on E. F. Albee’s neck. It
was inconceivable, according to them, that
a human being could be worse than Albee
—and live, Now, with trouble looming up
from all sides of the NVA proposition the
'Albee regime in retrospect doesn’t look so
bad after all. -

GRACELLA AND THEODORE, who
were scheduled to play this week on - a
split between the Oriental, Brooklyn, and
the Victoria, New York, were switched
instead to Loew’s, Rochester. RoOye and
Maye, who were slated for the Rochester
date; were spotted in place of Gracella
and Theodore in New York.

MAE JOYCE and her Boy Friends, mu- .

sical, singing and dancing quartet, went
RKO this first half in Yonkers. The
act recently showed for Loew at the Lin-
coln Square, New York.

LOU CLAYTON, Eddie Jackson and
Jimmy Durante, who just finished a
two-week run at the Palace, New York,
have been bhooked for six more weeks in
and around New York. They will start
next week on a split between the 86th
Street and Flushing.

GERTRUDE MOODY is now teamed
with Hazel Harrington in an act written
by Maurice Leo. The subblilling is Two
Girls With Sound. They may go RKO
soon, agented by Weedon & Schultz.

Irish comedians awaken a longing for
the ould sod; Italian comedians are uni-
versally funny, but never of!ensjve. But
there are highly-paid youngsters in vaude-
ville, so-called Jewish juveniles, who draw
their shekels in proportion to the intensity
of their outspoken ridicule of Jewish cus-
toms, manners and personalities. The only
one we know of in this class who does not
offend the race he burlesques is Jimmy
Hussey. And the singular feature of it all
is that Hussey is a good Xrishman,

HARRY HOLMAN, who recently
showed his new sketch, Speculation, for
Loew, will resume for the circuit this
last half at the Lincoln Square, New
York. He just returned from a visit to

60 USED WARDROBE TRUNKS,
$10.00 Up. All {n first-class condition. Write for
Descriptive Circular. E. & M. TRUNK CO., 910
Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

PLAYS. TABS., MINSTRELS,
A C I BIG MINSTREL SHOW, $5.
BIG COMEDY COLLECTION,
$3. Acts, $1; Monologs, $1; Sketches, $2; Parodies,
$1; Tabs., $3; Bits, $3;: Revues, $5; Blackouts, $2;
Jokes, $2; Recitations. $2. Plays of all kinds,
E. L. GAMBLE, Playwright, East

Liverpool, O.

A CT PLAYS. TABS. WRITTEN,
E. L GAMBLE
Playwright, EAST LIVERPOOL, O.

SCENERY

Diamond Dye, Ofil or Water Colors and Draperies.
SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, COLUMBUS, OHIO.

WRITTEN. STAGED.

Ac,,T s NEW MATERIAL FOR OLD ACTS,
' Special Numbers Furnished.

PRANNO PRODUCTIONS

145 West 45th Street. NEW YORK.

PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS

8x10 Lobby, $8.00 per 100, two poses. Complete
Price List No. 21 free. BECKER, 211 8. Elsie Ave,,
Davenport, Ia.

Billboard

tion of the NEW TAYLOR TRUNK,
ever made,

TAYLOR’S

TAYLOR’S 192930

NEW MODEL TRUNKS

IN TWO COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR MEN AND WOMEN
BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE, SPACIOUS, DISTINCTIVE, LIGHTWEIGHT

WITH OPEN TOP, Full Size XX WARDROBE TRUNK
AN ACTOR’S TRUNK

Send for our ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR, which will give you a complete descrip-
and introduce you to the finest Professional Trunk _

115 West 45th Street, NEW YORK, N. Y.
28 East Randolph Street, CHICAGO, ILL.

$75.00

Easy as A—-B~C !

You Can Play Any Instrument

In a Few Months

4

| mi—

1 e

This Delightful

New Easy Way'!

ANYONE can easily learn music by this re-

markable new method. And the cost is only
a fraction of the old. slow way. ¥You don't need
& private teacher. You study entirely at home.
Almost before you realize it you are playing real
tunes and melodies, both popular and classic,
to please your friends, amuse yourself and make
money. his wonderful new method of reading
and playihg music is as sigiple as reading a
book. No private teacher could make it any
clearer. The lessons come to you by mail at
regular intervals—complete printed instructions,
diagrams, -all the music you need. You can se-
lect your own time to study and practice. And
the cost averages only a few cents a day. in-
cluding the music. If you play you are slways
in demand. Many invitations come to you. And
you meet the kind of people you have always
wanted to know.

' FREE BOOK
LEARN TO PLAY

BY NOTE TELLS ALL
Mandolin Saxophone Our free bgok-
’ let, “Music Les-
Piano Cello sons in Your Own
Organ Ukulele Hom g.;' contﬁaing
- an o er tha
Vioh.n Cexnet m a k e s the course
Banjo Trombone available at a very
iaow prx;ice. A;&lsgi 8
, ree Demonstration
‘,"’ any Other‘ Lesson which shows
instrument how delightfully
quick and easy this
Jwonderfully sim-

ple method is. Instruments supplied when need-
ed. cash or credit. If yvou really want to be-
come a good player on your favorite instrument,
mail the coupon now—today. U. S. SCHOOL OF
MUSIC. 2082 Brunswick Bldg., New York City.

U. 8. SCHOOL OF MUSIC,
2082 Brunswick Blde.. New York City.

Please send me your free booklet, *“‘Music Les-
sons in Your QOwn Home,”” with introduction
by Dr. Frank Crane, Free Demonstration Les-
son,e.and particulars of your easy payment plan,
I am interested In the following courses:

Have vou
............................ Instrument? ........
INRIRE-" 58 ey b TP RN P IR oisnonnss o b olretie s
ABGIDSSE 8.4 Dtm oo omair e noms s L . s
ALY e Ss Toach c . e o State...........

iCl)lkla.homa, City to see his father, who is

JOE FEJER is now heading a seven-
people act. He will shove off for RKO
next week on a rplit between the Hamil-
ton and Riverside, New York.

THREE AND A HALF ARLEYS, perch
novelty, are now billing themselves the
Four Arleys. The “one-half”
full grown. .The  boys (Willy, Fernande,
Charley and Louis) are playing Eastern

REKO dates.

RICHY CRAIG, JR., will start rehears-
ing this week for another crack at vaude-
ville after a year’s layoff as a result of
illness. At his last appearance he scored
well with a hilarious comedy skit.

SINGER'S MIDGETS are now playing
the indies. They toplined last week at
the Embassy, Hoboken.

ALICE AND SUNNY LA MONT, wire
dancers and acrobats, have turned their
indie. bookings over to Graham & Grohs.

HARM AND NEE, male harmony out-
fit, will show for Loew this last half at
the Delancey, New York. They recently
played for Fox on Eastern dates.

CHARLES STRICKLAND and his or-
chestra, who recently played at the Park
Central Hotel, New York, will open for
Loew next week in a new act, splitting

“between the Fairmount, Bronx, and the

Bedford, Brooklyn. They have not
played for the circuit in two seasons.

LITTLE PEGGY EAMES, of Hal
Roach’s Our Gang Comedies, is now do-
ing a two-act. She has been booked
out of RKO’s Chicago office for several
dates on the Interstate Time, and cpened
last week in Oklahoma City.

BURT DRAPER AND COMPANY,
black-face comedy outfit of four pecple,
even up on sexes, opened for a Loew
showing the last half of last week at
the Lincoln Square, New York, They are
agented by Dave Sablosky, and the book-
ing is one of the first handled thru the
recently enfranchised representative.

FRANK MASTERS, heading a 12-peo-
ple revue, opened this first half at the

is now.

Fabian, Hoboken. Ac tfeatures Bobby
Gorman, Anido Twins, Don Gautier and
Hal Crocker’s Orchestra.

Chester Stratton, in the RKO office, has
the toughest job in all vaudevilledom. He
holds the bag all day long, being assigned
among other things to interview acts that
are not wanted. If turned-down acts leave
the sixth floor with a smile, RKO has
Stratton to thank. Hope this doesn’t give
Stratton ideas about a raise.

CUBY AND SMITH, eccentric gymnas-
tic team, opened for Loew this week,
splitting . between the 46th Street,
Brooklyn, and Loew’s, Yonkers. Other
dates on the circuit are likely.

MARIE AND ANN CLARK, whose fa-
miliar comedy skit, The Immigrant, has
been signed for a tour of the Loew Cir-
cuit each season for the past two years,
returned this first half at Loew’s Lin-
coln Square, and are slated for another
tour of the time.

HENRY REGAL and Company will
open for L.oew this last half at the 46th
Street, Brooklyn, in a new offering. The
act includes interspersed comedy, sing-
ing, dancing and acrobatics, and is
agented by Joe Leddy.

LLOS COSTILLOS, mixed equilibristic
duo, who played for the circuit earlier
this season, will resume for Loew this
last half at the Lincoln Square, New
York. They are represented by Max
Oberndorf.

FLO MYERS and her Bon John Girls
have revamped their elaborate band flash
and opened for Loew this first half at
the 46th Street, Brooklyn. Trudi Straw-
bridge is featyred in the cast. The out-
fit is agented by the Yates office.

™
THE SIX ROCKETS, all-girl gymnastic
and ladder-balancing troupe, who recent-
ly opened for L.oew on out-of-town dates,
have been booked for a string of New
York dates, and will open next week on
a split between the Grand, Bronx, and

the Oriental, Brooklyn.

JOCK McKAY, Scotch comedian, will
return to the Loew fold next week, split-
ting between the Fairmount and Na-
tional, Bronx. He is slated for several
(See VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 87)
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SLIP COVERS

For Theatres. Convention Halls, Auditoriums, ete.

HENRY LEWIS

Brooklyn, N. Y. Telephone,
Louisiana 9355.

VENTRILOQUISM

Learn this wonderful, mysterious art, taught in 18
les.; hear men on roof. outside window, under floor,
etc.
Booklet mailed.
2828 Madison, Chicago.

Give friends real thrill. a hearty laugh.
MARIE GREER MACDONALD,
Free Demonstration.

The Neely Jingle

You can buy this Jingle from any
dealer selling Theatrical QGoods, or
you can get them all ready in the best
grades of Dancing Shoes. Malled te
any address on receipt of $1.00. Send
for circular. Made only by C. D.
NEELY, Crystal Lake, Il

Learn PIANO TUNING At Home

Our TEMPERAMETER makes iteasy. Earn $10
to $20 a day. Unusual opportunities for

making extra money.

. CAPITALIZE YOUR ABILITY

Encyclopedia.’*

™ Write for FREE book *‘Winning Independence*” |

BRYANT SCHOOL AucusTa. mich. U.s.A.

N

ssos Theatre

RO musical Talking Pic-
tures, Vaudeville, Singing, Stretch-

ing, Limbering and Acrobatics. Our
own Theatre assures New York ap-
pearance. Stressing placements and Stage
Personality. Puplils: Mary Pickford, Lee Tracy
Fred and Adele Astaire and others. ALVIENE
BUILDING AND THEATRE, 66 West 85th St.,

Comedy,

N.Y. Ext. B.
CONCERTINAK=
PLAYS BY ROLL_JFTX

PROFESSIONAL SIZ
PAMPHLETS FREE.

CHAS. PITTLE & CO.

Music Dept,,
NEW BEDFORD, MASS

JUST OUT

McNally’s Nu, -

— ol o o
w0 d Ly !

Bulletin

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER COPY

GIGANTIC COLLECTION of NEW, BRIGHT
AND ORIGINAL COMEDY MATERIAL for
vaudeville stage use, embracing everything
8 performer requires, no matter what sort
of an act. monologue, parody. fill-in bits he
may need. Notwithstanding that McNally’s
Bulletin No. 15 is bigger in quantity and
better in quality than ever before the price
remains as always, $1.00 per Copy. It con-
tains the following gilt-edge up-to-date
Comedy Material:

18 SCREAMING MONOLOGUES

Each one a positive hit, Al, kinds, ine-
cluding Hebrew, Irish, Nut.’ Wop, Kid,
Temperance, Black and Whiteface. Female,
Tramp, Duytch and Stump Speech.

10 ROARING ACTS FOR TWO MALES

Each act an applause winner.

9 Original Acts for Male and Female
They will make good on any bill,

§4 SURE-FIRE PARODIES

On all of Broadway's latest song hits,

GREAT VENTRILOQUIST ACT

Entitled “I'M NO DUMMY.” It's a riot.

ROOF-LIFTING ACT FOR TWO FEMALES

This act is a 24-karat sure-fire hit.

RATTLING TRI(:, QUARTETTE
an
DANCE SPECIALTY ACT

. Comical,. humorous and rib-tickling.
$ CHARACTER COMEDY SKETCH
It's a scream from start to finish.

A TABLOID COMEDY AND BURLESQUE
Bright, breezy and bubbles over with wit.
10 MINSTREL FIRST-PARTS
With side-splitting Jjokes and gasgs.
McNALLY'S MINSTREL OVERTURES
Complete with opening and closing choruses,
GRAND MINSTREL FINALE
Will keep the audience yelling for more.
46 MONOBITS
Everyone a sure-fire hit.

HUNDREDS .
Of cracker-jack Cross-Fire Jokes and Gags,

Other useful theatrical comedy material.

Remember. McNALLY'S BULLETIN No.
15 is only One Dollar per copy, or will
send you Bulletins Nos. 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14 and 15 for $4.00, with money-back guar-

antee. ’
WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street, New York

Reide of New York City snys: ‘'The section en
Player-Piano in your excellentcourse is a veritable
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NEW ACTS

Reviewed in New York

Metropolitan Singers

’Reviewed at Loew’s -Delancey. - Style—
Singing. Setting—In one. Time-—Twelve
minutes. p

An act that discloses neat harmony
singing. Four girls, attractively gowned
and well poised, give a session of straight
singing numbers that are thoroly enter-
taining. The lilting quartet opens with
& pop. number and next swings into a
rendition of Sleep Baby, Sleep, dreamily
harmonized. One girl hits the ivories
for this number. The following song,
The Boy With the Little Red Drum, finds
the girls at their best, for they give it
with several shadings of tone and tempo
that change interestingly from deep
bass sounds to hushed whispers. The
novelty bit is in the form of a radio
broadcasting of Some Sweet Day. For
the finale the old standby of a medley
of Victor Herbert’s popular melodies is
given. This was put across with much
spirit and assurance, with one of the
girls affecting the intricate coloratura
trills of The Fortune Teller bif with
positive results. Were accorded a good
reception. ‘

An act that offers such good singing ,

as these girls do should have little dif-
ficulty in procuring steady work on the
intermediate circuits. S. M. S.

Frank Hunter and Percivz;l

. Reviewed at Fox's Audubon. Style—
Comedy, singing and dancing. Setting—
In one. Time—Sizteen minutes.

Frank Hunter and Mae Percival have
been teamed for several seasons in a
similar routine. Hunter displays rare
ability for mimicry in his burlesque on
Will Rogers, and Miss Percival puts over
several blues numbers in great style, also
giving capable assistance in playing
straight to Hunter’s nonsense. There is
considerable improvement noticeable in
the present routine over the one they
had when last reviewed by The Billboard
in 1926. Low comedy predominates, with
Hunter leaning heavily on Italian dialec-
tics and panto. Miss Percival makes a
nice appearance in two costume changes,
while Hunter works thruout' in nonde-
script clothes of the loose-fit variety.

Sandwiched into the fast-playing rou-
tine are copious draughts of hokum,
using countless comedy props and em-
ploying a number of slap-stick falls and
rough-and-tumble tactics which worked
effectively as laugh producers. The girl
stands out as a clever blues. warbler, of-
fering two numbers, I'm Only Making
Belicve and Ain’t Misbehavin’, with ap-
pended patter. One bit by Hunter and
the girl could be made more effective
by earlier spotting in the routine. This
is the balloon-juggling business at the
finish. As is, okay for the better fam-
ilies. C. G. B.

y
Faber and Wales

—-and—

Lehr and Belle

Reviewed at Keith’s Riverside. Style—
Comedy, singing and dancing. Setling—
Full stage. Time—Eighteen minutes.

Here are two standard vaude. acts now
teamed up together. but one can only
report that their initial offering /is not
such a happy one. that. is from the
standpoint of interest. The mixed four-
somc appear in a comedy sketch called
Woman-Crazy, by H. C. Greene, with the
performers interpolating their individual
spéeocialties. ,

The theme has Faber and Lehr, back-
to-nature chaps, who decide to “rough”
it away from civilization and particular-
ly women. The scene is thelr pitched
tent camp Iin some backwoods. Too
much attention to trivial detalls about
their hermitic existence keeps the act
from moving at a fast clip and slackens
up interest. Of course, the girls make
their appearance and upset the avowed
promises of the boys, with the finale
finding the quartet all coupled up and
“Singing in the Rain”.

Interpolated in the dragged-out affair
are several musical and dancing special-
ties. Miss Wales, in a form-fitting bath-
ing suit, plays the dizzy but delightful
baby and sings in neat pipes, Ther
You’ll Come Back to Me, playing up
to the boys. Likewise does the blond
Lehr is a clever comedian

with a penchant for mugging antics.

Billboard
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Faber plays more or less straight and
possesses a good stage personality.
There is a special outdoor setting with
scenic effects. Played the closing spot,
failing to hold them in. S. M. S.

Dance Derby

Reviewed at Loew’s Delancey. Style—
Flash. Seiting—In two and full stage
(specials). Time—Seventeen minutes.

Little to recommend in this monoto-
nously routined flash attraction as a
whole. The work of the two principals,
the young hoofer and singer and the
premiere dancer, is very mneat and pro-
fessional, but the manner in which the
revue has been thrown together gives
them very little opportunity to express
themselves to full advantage.

No variety, merely a succession of
self-same chorus routines, gives the show
a decidedly negative quality. The con-
ventional numbers consist of the eight
chorines decing a tap routine,, a2 badly
executed prancing formation number in
which they perform a listless and weak
leg drill, and a finale stepping bit. The
girls let it be sald are energetic workers,
but have been devised and drilled into
routines that are far from first-rate.

The principals weave in and out of
these terpsichorean ' ensembles doing
thelr individual specialties as best they
can. The boy sings in a peculiarly
nasalized voice, but which is rathen
pleasant. He possesses & well poised and
congenial personality. Dancing is really
his forte and he uncorks some nifty
acrobatic and tap routines. The same
can be said about the tall dancer. She
does an excellent toe number in which
her fast toe spin and whirling bit are
of high caliber. Her acrobatic and high-
kick specialty is also a mneat piece of
dancing.

The finale which has the chorus in
a fast romp and the principals doing

their specialties appears very flat.
So Mo s.

FANCHON & MARCO
—present—

‘“Watermelon Blues Idea”

Withh Mammy and Picks, Louise and
Mitchell and Ted Ledford

Reviewed at Fox’s Academy. Style—Re-
vue. Setlting—Full stage (special). Time
—Thirty-five minutes.

The F. & M. “Ideas” have been away
from here for some time, and it is in
their favor for them to come along oc-
casionally instead of week after week.
This one is a departure from the others
reviewed. There are only a few special-
ties, one setting, and the running time
is appreciatively shorter. Wardrobe Is as
plentiful and gorgeous as ever and the

ensemble is there with outstanding pre-
cision execution of beautiful numbers.
Watermelon Blues has been staged ef-
fectively and elaborately, and the idea
is brought out by the watermelon patch
scene. Saves expenses by having the pit
orchestra work on the stage inside of a
prop watermelon. )

Mammy and Picks, dusky quartet. are
easily the hit of the affair. Mammy does
swell singing, while the three boys of
teen age inject one long punch in en-
semble and s&olo hoofing. These Kids
know their legwork and have specialties
that were swallowed here hook-line-and-
sinker. Ted Ledford, in blackface, has
a pleasing warbling style. He ddes very
nicely with his Seven Come Eleven song.
Louise and Mitchell are a clever acro-
batic palr, with the girl taking on the
job of the strong-arm understander. She
has plenty of endurance. The pitmen
help out with swell music.” led nicely
by a special baton waver who solos with
sweet meg. singing of Love. The mixed
18-people ensemble calries out the song-
dance assignments beautifully. Grabbed
off a big reception in closing the five-
act show. S. H.

Three Odd Types

Reviewed at Loew’s Delancey, New
Ygrk. Style—Dancing. Setting—In one.
Time—Ten minutes.

Two males, correspondingly tall and
short, and an attractive brunet make up
the ranks of this smooth dancing trio.
Name of act may be catchy, but hardly
characteristic, as the opening number is
the only routine which is highly eccen-
tric and burlesqued. This has the three
dressed in the red and brass regalia -of
small-town band musicians and in-
dulging in much pedalistic clowning,
with the boys doing a milifary tap. The
girl is back doing a neat toe number,
specializing in high kicks. She is petite,
well poised and a promising youlg
dancer. The elongated youth contorts
and loosens his hips and shoulders in a
very good eccentric dance. He warbles
a rube tune, which is just fair. The
best dancing is offered by the smaller
lad, whose nimble footwork smacks of
big - time - hoofer proportions. He is
unusually fast in both his tap and
acrobatic work; especially effective are
his tumbling bits,

With the tall boy saying it with a
uke, and with the girl giving a high-
kick specialty, the shorter male winds up
the routine with a series of great acro-
bati¢ somersaults. This sent the trio
off to a good finale reception.

Ideal dancing act for deuce spot on
this time. S. M. S.

Claude and Maricn

Reviewed at Loew’s Bedford, Brooklyn.
Style—Comedy and singing. Setting—
In one. Time—Fifteen minutes.

If a bird who knows the ropes takes
this mixed team in hand he can make
a great meal ticket out of it, and if
it’s wise it will grab a good slice for
itself. As is a wholly acceptable next-to-
closing item for the lesser families, but
catching it and observing its potentiali-
ties makes one with an eye and ear for
talent slide over its undoubted merits.
It's got the makin’s, but the. cigaret
paper it’s rolled in spoils what might
have been a perfect smoke.

Miss Marion, who extracts laughs with
her unwomanly mugging, bulldog tenac-
ity in baiting her meek partner and her
swiftly changing moods, pulls down the
general appeal of the act by grabbing too
much of the spot. Claude plays what
appears to be the nucleus of a strong
comic role, but he gets about as much
opportunity to display his wares as a
coryphee in a Ziegfeld finale. Miss
Marion has pipes that alone are good
enough to stop a show, and this she did
with them at this viewing. Her warble
power is prodigious, and she is capable
of grinding out a quality of melody that
grips, holds and lets loose at the finish
with a volume that just about demands
a show stop. She’s a yodeler, too, and
gives a sterling exhibition of the broken-
voiced falsetto rather early in the act.

Despite her precious mugging gift, her
low-comedy gait and gesticulations, and
her skillful handling of the various voice
changes, Miss Marion’s total appeal is
far below what it should be. This is
due primarily to the sad lack of material,
but also to a large degree to the poor
timing of the gags and business. There
are intervals of resounding belly laughs,
but these are separated too  widely by
ominous silences. All this can be
altered easily; it’s heartbreaking for the
condition to exist. The field of this
team is far beyond Loew, but not in
this act. E. E. S.

Gus Mulcahey

Reviewed at Keith’s Riverside, New
York. Style—Harmonica playing and
dancing. Setting—In one. Time—Eight
minutes.

Gus Mulcahey has been a single in
vaudeville since 1926, and formerly was
with Eddie Leonard during the heyday
of the minstrel peer. 8Since that time
Mulcahey has risen in popular appeal
until he is' now a worth-while bet for
most any of the better class houses. His
routine is one which appeals purely thru
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novelty and a winning personality rather
than thru any outward display of talent.
His forte lies in an ability to play the
harmonica in difficult classical and
popular tunes, and to intersperse this
with a clever brand of intricate stepping.
Spotted fifth here, following a strong
comedy - act, and registered mnicely.
Dresses well and sells a number to
advantage.

Divides his routine into three parts.
The first is taken up with playing vari-
ous ditties on the face organ, including
semi-classical ballads like Indian Love
Lyrics and light opera numbers, and
winding up with a medley of popular
jazz tunes. He announces his numbers
with gags, and follows with a corking
version of S?. Louis Blues, which he
interpolates with hoofing bits. The lat-
ter portion of the offering marked him
as a clever dancer, doing two announced
routines, the first high kicks and splits
and the second a fast whirlwind tap,
which brought him generous applause.

C. G. B.

Eddie Hanley and Co.

Reviewed at Loew’'s Lincoln Square.
Style — Comedy, dancing and singing.
Setting—In one and full stage. Time—
Nineteen minutes.

Eddie Hanley is heading a five-people
act very much like that of Ben Blue.
Many of the comedy bits are similar, and
the three stooges assisting Hanley seem
to be the ones who worked with Blue.
The act goes in for plenty of sure-fire
hokum and is sprinkled with punchy
legwork and brief comedy warbling. They
work straight only in the dance inter-
ludes. Hanley is a personable and capa-
ble leader and has surrounded himself
with outstanding support. The stooges
have the appearance for laughs as well
as the stuff, too. Girl assist is a neat
stepper. Running time of 19 minutes
could take a healthy cut.

Hanley launches the act with the old
familiar gesture singing of Sleepy Time
Gal. He does (it delightfully, going
heavy on mugging, and cornered hearty

laughs. Following a brief gabfest with
the girl, he ©brings out one of the
stooges. They go in for mirthful chat-

ter and then the stooge does corking
knee stepping. The two other stooges
follow on and Hanley clowns with them,
too. In full stage the stooges pull that
funny burlesque of the Rhythm Boys.
The girl Is spotted here for good danc-
ing, neat on acrobatics. Hanley and the
shortest of the stooges do the Sonny Boy
travesty. It is effective, but drawn out.
They are all on the finale, with Hanley
deing a skating step. They polled big

returns in the next-to-shut spot. S. H.
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Brennan and Rogers
Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Comedy
ard female impersonator. Setting—In
one. Time—~Eleven minutes.

Just about five years ago Jay Brennan
and Stanley Rogers made their debut
here as acknowledged successors to the
famous combo of the late Bert Savoy
and Brennan. This marks the third
time they have been on view in an act
composed almost entirely of new mate-
rial. Which proves the point we would
have made, anyway, that their principal
asset is material. Rogers is not a female
impersonator in the strictest sense of the
word. The character he essays is neither
an ill-disguised man nor a ritzified
woman. As the departed Savoy might
have well intended it to be, it is a hybrid
of both, serving as a vehicle for the
expression of the bizarre comedy mate-
rial with which the old and new pair
must be Iidentified. When Rogers re-
moves his wtg for the bows, even the
outspoken . kids seeing their first vaude-
ville show are not astonished. A futile
gesture at best; unshowmanly for a
smart team like Brennan and Rogers.

As with their former vehicles, Brennan
and Rogers make this one short and
snappy, the only deviation from the in-
cessant crossfire being a brief snatch of
stepping for the finish. Frequently the
material is far too snappy, even for the
Palace. REKO’s censor must be suffering
from parrot’s disease. ‘There ain’t no
such animal, so there’s no offense meant
—against the censor. Something tells us
Brennan and Rogers can be funny with-
out being offensive. In fact, they prove
it in their act. Rogers has two new
catch lines; soon they’ll be making the
rounds. One is the successor to ‘I nearly
broke down’”, this being “I was in sec-
tions”. The other is used as a staller
between gag clinchers. “You’ll blab it
all over” it is, but Rogers sells it about
100 times better than it looks on paper.
One has to have that vital something
to lift this one. Their closing “reper-
toire” gag is as directly offensive as a
smack in the jaw. It figuratively smacks
Hiram Brown’s purity drive in the
echnozzle, too. Together with its hold
on the public, vaudeville has also lost
its assertiveness when it can't make
comedians obey the dictates of common
decency. Outside of that and a couple
of other forays into the blue, Brennan
and Rogers are okay. They can have our
belly laughs any time. Great sendoff as
next to closers here. E. E. S

Three Field Bros.

Reviewed at Keith’s Franklin, Bronz.
Style—Camedy, dancing and singing. Set-
ting—In one. Time—Ten minutes.

In their tryout here on the Wednesday
Professional Preview bill these boys
shaped up as a trio of kids, having a
good time such as they would have in
entertaining at a parlor gathering. Go
in for dancing and singing, with a big
play at comedy. As yet, they do not pan
out as having the stuff to make a go
of it in vaude.,, but with a little coach-
ing and stronger material might be able
to pass muster. Their work is suited
for the snappy and brief spots in stage
shows of picture houses and floor shows
of clubs. They look good, have an easy-
going stage presence and are talented.

Rigged out in sailor outfits, the trio
launch right off into warbling We’'re in
the Navy. Then two of them go into
legwork, while the other gives guitar 4c-
companiment. The hoofing pair keep
time in beating out rhythmic taps. From
then on the routine is given over mostly
to clowning while doing the song-dance
numbers. Their original and clever get-
away signaled for big returns. They were
spotted eighth on the 10-act show.

S. H.

Mae Questelle
With Joe Daly

" Reviewed at Keith’s 81st Street. Style
—Song characterizing and pianolog. Set-
ting—Inr. two (special). Time—Twenty
minutes.

Heralded by billing and from stage
announcements as champion Boop-a-
dooper over all entries in the tri-borough

—

Helen Kane contests held here at local
REKO houses, Mae Questelle shows prom-
ise of becoming a good bet as an artiste
along different lines than her prototype.
She 1s being exploited by the RKO Cir-
cuit not so much as a clever imitator of
the baby-talk star, but rather as an in-
dividual character songstress. She got
over nicely here in a pleasing deucer of
vocal numbers and dialectic impersona-
tions, and 1is ably assisted by her pian-
istic-announcing partner, Joe Daly, for-
merly standard bearer of the Co-Eds:
She does two Helen Kane numbers, at
the opening and close of her routine.
They are He’s So Unusual and Please Do
Something, working to Daly in the first
and to the pit leader in the second. The
remainder of her routine stamps her as
a capable artiste in her own right. She
impersonates Maurice Chavalier in a
nuraber from Innocents of Paris and
sings one of her own compositions, The
Maids Today Are Driving Me Crazy, g
sequenced character-song number in
which she subsequently plays the roles
of Irish, Italian and Yiddish maids from
the Bronx. Got good returns on this
one. Joe Daly solos a medley of Vic-
tor Herbert melodies and garnered a
heavy hand. Miss Questelle returns in
a pajama ensemble and sings Black and
Blue Blues, a song story about a kiddie
lamenting over constant thrashings from
her parents. C. G. B.

Anger and Corday

Reviewed at Keith’s Royal, Bronc.
Style—Comedy and singing. Setting—In

one. Time—Fourteen minutes.
Al Anger, who split with Dorothy
Morley, is now coupled with Ofttilie

Corday, formerly with Sid Marion and
recently paired with Caroline Scoville.
They are well mated and certainly put
their best into the Anger-written skit,
Slapped. Miss Corday does the feeding
and has no easy job. It is kind of tough
to keep a straight face when the ever-
funny Anger gets going. She also does
sweet warbling. Anger dishes out plenty
of laughs. His pan is largely responsible.
He has a keen sense of pantomime and
his mugging is helped considerably by
his being able to make his face take on
the most stupid expressions conceivable.
Their material stands alone for laughs,
too, as it has many punch lines. Miss
Corday gets the act going with singing
of Keep Your Sunnyside Up, but is inter-
rupted by Anger. After some gab Anger
gets whacked by his comely partner.
When laughs wane all Anger has to do is
to go into his mygging. He kept at it
aplenty and the audience enjoyed every
minute of it. Miss Corday does sweet
warbling of Aren’'t We All. They did
very well in the three-spot of the six-act
show here, polling big returns. The
neighborhood houses would not go amiss
in using them. S. H.

Charles (Slim) Timblin

Assisted by Billy Raymond and Val
Russell

Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Black-
face comedy and singing. Setting—In
one and two (special). Time—Eighteen
minntes.

Slim Timblin is a major vaudeville
personality less than two years, his
brand of black-face comedy having been
yanked from burlycue by Alex Gerber.
Timblin made the grade on his very first
try for the major circuit, but his last
New Act record is based on a Hippo-
drome viewing where his brand of work
was at a great disadvantage. But the
deft funster wowed them in the mam-
moth vaudefilmer, and at this show he
made one of the biggest hits of a com-
edy-packed show. Timblin has made
several changes in the early part of his
act, but the closing combination of a
pair of hilarious preacher and wedding
scenes remains intact. Timblin’s preacher
bif is about as old as vaudeville, and
even goes back to minstrelsy in its pio-
neering days. Yet few bits are packed
with as many laughs in vaudeville today.
This fragment alone stamps Timblin as a
personality to be dealt with in any field
that wants comedy and wants it bad.
Vaudeville is certainly in this class

Billy Raymond, who plays a straight

(See NEW ACTS on page 94)
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New Palace, Chicago

(Reviewed Saturday Matinee, Jan. 25)

The presence of Fannie Brice and
Madge Kennedy on the bill brought out
?.11arge crowd. Show as a whole only
air.

Finks and Ayers, roller skaters, opened
and their routine of different stunts on
the little wheels got across nicely.

Geo. Beatty, billed as “Sunny Boy
Himself”, was no riot in the deuce spot,
his wise-cracking failing to get over, but
he got better results with a drunk bit
that saved the act, getting a fair hand.

Marion Wilkins is a graceful dancer
and with “her partner, Jack Meyers, of-
fered a cycle of ballroom dances that
pleased. The Harris Twins pepped up the
act with some fast stepping, warbling
and a couple of piano numbers.

Johnny Sully and Muriell Thomas, in
“«It* and ‘That’'”, put across a fast ses-
sion of clever nonsense that registered
well, a microphone bit in which Miss
Thomas as a wiliful child constantly in-
terrupted her dad (Sully) as he spoke
into the *“mike” going especially big.

Madge Kennedy, appearing in a one-
act comedy sketch, The Red Hat, was
piven a vociferous reception on her ap-
pearance. The sketch provides some ex-
cellent comedy, but lacks punch and has
n too obvious ending. Miss Kennedy
herself is charming and has adequate
support in Herbert Warren, Maxine Flood
and Frank Taylor. The skit was well re-
ceived. -

First after intermission was Hal
Jerome, “The Laughologist”, with Gloria
Gray. Jerome has a suave manner and
puts his' comedy chatter across with an
ease that marks him as a real artist in
his line, and Miss Gray is an excellent
feeder for wisecracking. Registered @
heavy hand.

Fannie Brice, spotted next to closing,
sang & number of her old songs, includ
ing Cleopatra; Sascha, the Passion oj the
rascha; When a Woman Loves a Man,
Is There Something the Matter With
Otto Kahn, and, of course, My Man. She
had a couple of new ones, one about
the popular craze, psychoanalysis, and
the other .Flcradora Baby. Was given a
rousing reception and stopped the show.

Arthur Petley and Company, trampo-
line and aerialistics, not caught.

NAT GREEN.

Fox’s Academy, N. Y.

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 25)

Capacity house, with plenty of stand-
ees on the hunt for seats. Victor Mc-
Laglen, in Hot for Paris, goes big with
the 14th street mob. Good five-act lay-
out, made to look better by the tail-
enders. Mel Klee is the m. C.

The Four Eastons. male acrobats, gave
the show a corking sendoff. They went
in for brilliant aerial and floor acro-
batics, blessed with speed, punch and
skill. Most of the stuff is offered on the
teeterboard. The understandeg, flyer and
clown do well. They grabbed a heavy
hand.

Baby, Bobby and Buster, dusky trio,
just about passed muster in the deucer,
getting small applause. Their brief sing-
ing didn’'t mean a thing, for the pit
outfit drowned them out. Legwork is
their forte. - Girl does peachy acrobatics
and two boys soft-shoe and tap. One
floor-works, too.

Babe Egan and Her Hollywood Red-
heads, fresh from a European tour,
dished out hot music and effective spe-
cialties. This 11-girl outfit knows music
and gets your feet to tap accompaniment.
They show up nicely in musical, singing
and dancing solos. Miss Egan scrapes a
mean bow. Loud applause.

Mel Klee, after serving up plenty of
gags while m. c.’ing, went into the next-
to-closer, and the crowd digested his
stuff whole. The burnt cork doesn’t
hide his personality, and his familiar
chatter still clicks. He goes in for his
usual pan on marriage and women. A
one long laugh session.

Al B. White's Talkies is a brand-new
19-people revue that possesses a great
promise. The idea is novel and staged
effectively, while the cast couldn’t have
been better chosen. White is an excel-
tent skipper, and his warbling and reci-
tation of My Fate Is in Your Hands
knocked them for a loop. Doris Elling-
son is the hit of thelact. This comely
girl has pipes that are sure tp be & rave

- The Palace, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, January 25)

Like Horatius of bridge fame, this show has everything against it, but comes
thru in thq end with flying tho tattered colors. A hollow victory at that. Too
much dancing, rather heavy on singing and a choice of lesser acts that do net
offer enough contrast to the major items. Definitely below the standard estab-
lished bv ace-house shows this seascn. Sy

~ LUSTER BROTHERS offer a rather slow-paced routine of floor acrobatics
and panto. comedy in the opening frame. In gob attire the pair show flashes
of class, but not enough to make them a wow turn for this position. Finish is a
back fall from a 10-foot platiorm by one of them.

THREE SMALL BROTHERS, hoofing specialists with a bulging bag of tap
tricks and an uncanny gift for precision, rang up a thorogoing show-stop in the
deucer. Both in appearance and pedalistic technic they look like a branch off the
king family tree. Their shuffle step is a distinct departure in the hoofing art.

LARRY RICH AND FRIENDS introduces this rotund comedian in an uneven
cycle of apron comedy and as master of festivities over a bank flash that also
haseits ups and downs. Rich’s leading support is a gal billed as Cherie, but not
_the,same who worked with him in his next-to-closing act before he left here for
the. West more than a season ago. Frequently Rich is very funny, but when he
isn't and tries to be one wonders how they ever picked this act for the Palace.
N}fties are lifted from the entire vaudeville map. After a funeral start, the unclas-
sn‘{iable affair finally reachas a point where it is tolersble. Ran more than 45
minutes, which is just about twice as long as it should be. Cherie warbles pleas-
ingly, as ‘dces the chubby Rich, and other pleasing specialties are offered by Dub
Taylor, & lad called Snakehips, Dean Twins, Evelyn Spencer, Bernie Rich and

Ralph Levis.

The Taylor lad, all wrapped up in a Southern drawl, plays on the

wooden slats and dishes out a gencrrus portion of a certain something that might

go under the heading of personality. Cherie shouldn’t appear in shorts.

far too long after a warm reception.

Stalled

JAMES J. CORBETT AND NEIL O'BRIEN provided an extremely pleasing

interval of black-and-white crossfire.

minstrel bangs over sorna great stuff under a burnt-cork exterior.

Gentleman: Jim is himself and the veteran

An act that

can be sold easily aside from the “name” power of the well-matched palr. Great

applause before and after.

IRENE BORDONI was given a heart-warming

ovation and delivered the

goods 100 per cent in an eéhtirely new routine of straight and comedy warbling.
The charming stege and screen satellite did her well-suited numbers midst taste-

ful kangings and in two

wardrobe changes that are tonics to the eye.

Her

version of Just an Hour of Love With You is worth the whole show. ‘Dudley

Wilkenson makes a capable accompanist with handy waroling

gifts. They forced

the chic artiste into an encore wherein she scored with her famous Let’s Do It.
LINA BASQUETTE rang up premier applause honors in her beautifully staged
flash with Pev Marley and a troupe of six hoofing boys dubbed the Hollywood

Steppers.
wou'd that other producers

Miss Basquette reveals herself as a versatile and capable
fans everywhere.
I all artistes were as appealing as Miss Basquette in making curtain

with a personality that will win her
this act.

Nicholas Boila, Chicago stager, is credited with putting on the act.
drink from the same cup that gives him his ideas.

terpsichorean, and blessed
Vaudeville can wecll use

speeches we would recommend them for every act at every show. A show-stop

that had the whole house jcining in the clapping chorus.
JOSEPHINE HARMON, who has become quite the stuff since

Earl Carr'oll

used her in Fioretta, also stopped the show in a typical routine calling for her
Broadwayese clcwning, not so forte singing and a pleasing interlude of type bur-

lesque. Jack King, her pianist, does the feeding,
was once Miss Harmon’s wont.

girl straight, as

thus eliminating the need for a
She has put on weight and not

a little of the style that might some day make her one of the heavy-salaried ladies

of the stage.
JOE WILTON AND REX

WEBER were loudly acclaimed and they made their

usual corking impression with Rex’s frczen-panned mugging and their delightfully

confusing presentation of

ventriloquism. No matter who really does all

or part of the warbling it is strong entertainment, and by this time REKO knows

this well enough. The third show-stop in a row. ,
HARRIMAN, SWAN AND LUCILLE distributed their classy dancing over

five episodes.
Warren Harriman

finale.

swan and Lucille do a brace of numbers taking in several styles,
does two on his own and the trio takes part in a whirlwind

show,.
ELIAS E. SUGARMAN.

anywhere. Would take plenty cf space
to do full justice to the distinctive hoof-
ing of Vale and Stuart, the cute warbling
of Lillian Shade, graceful stepping of
Bradford and Upham and the outstand-
ing precision dancing of the 12-girl Fos-

ter troupe. Polled big returns.
SIDNEY HARRIS.

Grand Opera House, N. Y.

(Reviewed Saturday Aftermoon, Jan. 25)

Showing of feature film, Gold Diggers
of Broadway, with its extra running
time, caused the curtailment of the 'bill
to three acts. All acts of more than
passing merit.

yYvonne Stella and Company, consist-
ing of acrobatic adagio routines by the
standard Learer and_ her two male part-
ners, together with interpolated musical
numbers by femme violinist, opened to
good reception. Blond dancer is graceful
and extremely supple and is tossed about
by her stalwart partners thru intricate
and break-neck feats. The violinist
pleases with her classical and pop. selec-
tions. .

Ralph Rogers and Elsie Donnelly fol-
low with an assorted routine of straight
warbling by buxom girl and clever com-
edy and pedalistic clowning by Rogers.
Latter’s peculiar style of eccentric hoof-
jng gives the act its strong punch, tho

Miss Donnelly’s singing and straight
work is worthy of nifty praise. Good
reception.

Will Maston’s Creole Revue closed the

short bill on an enthusiastic plane with
their routine of hot musical and dancing
bits. The dusky ensemble, led by the
personable and hard-working standard
bearer, present a trio of Harlem queens
in fast jazz stepping; a pair of hoofers
in some swell acrobatic and tap routines,
besides the musical numbers of a reso-
nant tenor and pianist, respectively.
Maston introduced an ebony kid, no
higher than a duck’s back, for the en-
core, with the pickaninny pulling the
house down with as clever child dancing
and sinzing as one can hope to find in
vaudeville. The lad is a natural.
S. M. SANDERS.

Albee,. Cincinnati
(Reviewed Sunday Afternoon, Jan. 26)

Frabell’s Frolics, four girls and a man,
offering a mixture of harmony singing,
dancing -and tight-rope walking, opens
g fair bill here this week. Two girls,
presumably the Cherie Sisters, put across
a nice brand of harmony singing. The
hoofing ' is supplied by Frabell, Margie
Hoey and an unbilled miss. Frabell
and one of the girls also do some fair
work on the tight wire. Gained a good
hand at the end.

Ward and Van (De Michele Brothers),
attired as two wop music peddlers, fared
well with their offering, OJff Key, in
which not a word is spoken. One of the
brothers strums & harp, and the other
handles a fiddle, and their playing of
several songs in a sour manner, while
the fiddler is having difficully in keep-

EVILLE REVIEWS

ing his trousers up, struck the funny
bones of the Sunday afternoon audience.
The harpist also offers several pop. nume-
bers which score well. Ward and Van
drew heavy applause at the finish, and
for an encore gave '‘em a semi-classical
number in legitimate manner.

Rin-Tin-Tin, canine film star, and
his owner and trainer, Lee Duncan, was
the reason for the unusually large juve-
nile attendance. The turn opens with
a film trailer, showing Rin-Tin-Tin in
action, after which Duncan gives an in-
teresting, but rather lengthy, bit of data
on the famous dog. Rin is then put
thru his paces, withh the idea to show
his ability to take direction. The busi-
ness took well with the kiddies and
grownups alike, and the “actor” and his
owner were accorded a warm sendoff.

Edith Evans and Ray Mayer, billed as
“The Cowboy and the Girl”, entertain
with a line of talk, vocal selection and
piano work. Mayer bangs a mean set of
ivory and his partner possesses a keen
set of pipes, but their cross-fire chatter
is very ordinary, and has a tendency
to detract from their other work. The
pair was given a great big hand at the
finish, nevertheless.

Mr. Wu and his Chinese Show Boat,
18-people troupe, featuring Jue-Sue-Tali,
almond-eyed songstress, and a mixec
chorus of Orientals, was the highlight of
the afternocon. Wu’s impergonations of
Eddie Cantor, Joe Frisco and Charles
King won big favor with the -customers,
and Jue-Sue-Tai was received equsally
as well with her vocal offerings. An un-
billed chap darn near tied things up
with his dance work. The Oriental
choristers proved & novelty, and took-
wel] with the folks out front. The offer-
ing is nicely garbed, fairly well routined
and totes liberal supply of entertaining
specialties. Applause was loud and
plentiful on this one. BILL SACIS.

p—

St. Louis Theater, St. Louis
(Reviewed Saturday Evening, Jan. 25)

Doin’ Things, an elaborate unit show
featuring Jay C. Flippen and Pierre
White. favorite St. Louls Municipal
Opera baritone, constitutes the vaude-
ville portion here this week.

The bill opens with an ensemble reci-
tation by a nattily dressed chorus of
18, following which they do a pussy cat
number led by a clever danseuse. Bert
Nagle makes his appearance in this bit
and does a marvelous takeoff of an im-
mense tomcat. He got a tremendous
hand for his hard efforts to- amuse.

Jay C. Flippen gave a good comedy
monolog while manipulating his usual
cigar. He dispensed & wealth of good
comic quips and was assisted at the end
of his first appearance by a clever little
‘damsel who made a good foil for his
comedy.

Neighbors is the title of a fast comedy
skit in which Flippen took the leading
part, assisted by two ladies and a man,
all of whom are able performers. They
got may laughs with their sketch.

Patsy ad Micky are a pair of fast
dancers who gave two specialty numbers,
the best of which is their chain dance.

The Leroy Prince Girls, in beautiful
costumes and in a nifty garden setting,
were a pretty sight for the eyes. Their
Jack and Jill number was splendidly
executed. Following this number, Flip-
pen again had the audience howling
with more of his comedy quips and ac-
tions. He introduced Allen Douglas, the
musical conductor traveling with the
show, and sang several comedy songs
which also registered solidly. ‘

Pierre White received an ovation on
his entrance. White is one of the most
popular performers_with the Muny Opera
Association. In full resonant voice and
with wonderful stage presence, he ren-
dered Painting the Clouds With Sun-
shine, Song of the Vagabond and Sweet-
heart, I'm on My Way.

The High Hatties is the title of the
finale of Flippen’s unit show. In this
number the individual chorines, intro-
duced in turn by Flippen, do individual
specialties before a novel setting. Thel-
ma Lyons, the Bantar Twins and Ruth
Gaylor excel here, while Betty Foy puts
over g comedy song number in fine fash-
jon. Flippen all the while enacts more
of comedy, Which is relished by the
audience. Summing it all up, his is one
of the best and most elaborate unit
productions to play here in a long time.

FRANK B. JOERLING.
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Main Street, Kansas City

(Reviewed -Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 25)

Another good RKO bill with several
outstanding hits. The Six Marinello
Girls open with their athletic . novelty
act. Their balance athletic and gym-
nastic feats are put over in a highly
pleasing routine. This fast-stepping, at-
tractive sextét received fair applause, but
deserved more.

Edith Clifford assisted at the piano .by
an unbilled male, scored a hit with .her
sure-fire “songs and came back for a
comedy-chatter encore which in itself
was -clever.

"I‘ommy (Bozo) Snyder ‘supported by
Sam Green, ' Josephine Hackney, Bert
Hunter and Joe Murphy, had the house
ioaring with his- slap-stick comedy.
Snyders support gives some neat enter-
tainment in single 'and team dancing.
Qnyder proved that he can-also handle a
trombone and offered several numbers.
Great hand.

‘Dave Kramer, working in blackface,
and Jack Boyle héld the house in laugh-
ter- from curtain ' to curtain in their neat
routine of .chatter and comedy singing.
Their . burlesque on ventrilogquism. and
their -bit. of - pionunclation of words was
esceptionally clever
and: wére forced out for an encore.

Lew Pollock, populartheme songwriter,
and Harry Dunn, songster, offered a nov-
elty. presentation in their theme songs.

Dunn, sings Pollock's hits and got a good-:

hand.

Alice - Weaver, formerly of George
White’s Scandals, and Doris>Walker, two
very -attractive blondes, who sing and
dance, elicited prolonged applause.

Y ! ' GREGG WELLINGHOFF.

- -Golden Gate, 'Fr'lsco

(Reéviewed Friday Evening, Jan. 24) .

Dance Fables, performed by three
young men and two girl dancers, is an
exceptionally well-staged dance act in

two parts. Their adagio, with three men
and, a girl, is a spectacular and artistic

Knocked them cold .

‘Hipp

e‘:hibitlon with several daring features.- .

Met with enthusiastic approval.

Hal Neiman, a tramp comedian of the
old school, puts -over a taking line of
chatter with an English accent, and &
series ' of _song parodies.: presented in- a
fmlilshed manner,‘ all of which take very
we o

Ruby' Norton, a San Francjsco girl,
headliner of the show, got over in true
head-line ‘style. An attractive blonde
herself she does song impressions of
Famous: Blondes. In costumes and wigs
she impersonates Lillian Russell Jeritza
and ,Sopnie Tucker, that of the latter
being her best. Clarence Senna. assist-
ing-at the piano, helps put it ‘over. -

Naémi Ray and Eddie Harrison, the
Iormer of heavy tonnage and the latter
a muscular lightweight, are the laugh-
gettérs. of the bill. Their burlesque
adagio, titled 4 Pain in the Ballet, gets
across for many laughs, but candor com-
pels the admission that the act needs
reivision for a hioh-class -vaudeville audi-
ernce, - :

Frederick Sylvester, a husky six-footer,
and his three nephews, who, end to end,
are about his height, close the bill with
a ‘combination dance, acrobatic and bal-
ancing act which is one of the best of
its kind seen here. Feats cf one-hand
balancing -‘brought many rounds of' ap-i
plause. E, J. WOOD.

\
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Loew’s State, New York
{Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 25)

Jxtra long show this week, with _ the
M-G-M special, Hollywood Revue, draw-
ing capacity crowds. All newsreels and
overture cut for the four-a-day sessions
ovér Saturday’ and Sunday, with but

four acts on the vgude. bill.
©  Stickney’s Circus, Shetland pony and
canine offering, shoved off in the open-
Ing with a pleasing routine of quadruped
antics: featuring' 2 pony dancing the
black .bottom, and Buckeye Boy, leaping
greyhound, - which jumps a barrier 13
fﬁﬂei* hsix inches high. Big -hand at-the

nish.- -

-
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is a repeat for Albright in less.- than a
year. . Got % good hand.

.Georgie Price, also repeating in .less
than a year, held down the next-to-
closing spot with his familiar routine ot
peppy dance-interpolated songs and- gags
on his eccentric relatives. His breezy
showmanship put him over in great style
to a near show-stop. .

Lewis Armstrong and orchestra closed
the bill with a red-hot offering of jazz

‘numbpers interspersed with singing, danc- -

fng and trumpet tooting. Orchestra en-
semble comprised of 10 men withh the
featyred players in the cast including
Armstrong, Bobby ‘di Leon and Peg
Bates, monopede dancer from Blackbirds.
Bowed off to a show-stopping reception.
CONDE G. BREWER

odrome, New ,York
( Reviewed Saturday Afternoen, Jan. 25)

Liazeed Troupe, a. tumbling act con-
sisting of nine men and two women,
introduced the six-act bill with fast and
intricate acrobatics that drew good re-
sponse from a well-filled house.

Don Cummings took the deucer with
his roping and comedy turn and only
garnered a fair hand. Altho a crack
with the hemp, his comedy lacke plenty.

Tiny Town Revue, composed of six

clever midgets, four boys and two girls,
and headed by Buster Shaver, presented
an array of good- singing and dancing—
but they were at a complete loss in this'
tremendous house. They received .plenty
applause from the first 20 rows, but
silence from the rear.

Ada -Brown got the best hand yet in
the fourth 'position with her excellent
blues singing. This dusky vocalist affects
an Aunt Jemima costume and lays the

nce at the finish earned her a great

ndoff.. ke

Williams and Delaney waltzed into the
next-to-closing spot and grabbed a mod>
erate hand. The mixed duo is blessed
with excellent comedy and dancing, but
most of the dialog couldn’t be heard.

Toto closed and grabbed top honors.
He. deserved .and earned the - prolonged
applause -given his finish: This veteran
clown, 'still doing his-old act, is a guar-
anteed laughgetter. his . impression of

. %ot stuff on thickly. Her black bottom

the Merry Widcw Waltz, with an_un-

billed- male,. scoring highest.
. ’ JORE SCHOENFELD.

Proctor’s 58th St., N. Y.

(Reviéwed. Wednesday Evening, Jan. 22) .

Near sellout, with a 75-cent top and
an audience from. Park, Madison and
Third avenue family neighborhood wil- -
liam J. Gilroy at the comzole of the giand
organ, conducting his.customary com
munity songfest, is the. only pit feature
on this program, David Love and his
Proctor RKOlians having cut their over-
ture’ for this show.

The Five Danubes, a quartet of men
and a girl, get cff to a.flying start at the
post position in -a casting routine of ,
breath-taking aerial feats of-. merit A
complete swing over the perch bar by
one flier, with 'a catch on the rebound
by the aupport stands .out as the high-
light. Bowed off to.a big reception.

Cora Green, colored blues warbler, ac-
companied at the piano by Margaret Lee,
offers a routine of popular songs and
Negro spirituals in the second posi-
tion, and pulled a generous hand for her
efforts. f

Billy House occupies the trey spot In’
his riotously funny skit, Resolutions,
presented by Harry Rogers, and took
honors in laughs for his clever panto.
and hokum. 8plendid -supporting cast
includes Lorraine Weimar,
Vonne, Frances Logan, Frank Barber and
Jack  Young. The rotund comedian
clicked, as usual.

Bobby May, exceptiovnal jongleur, who
recently made ,a big' hit at the Palace,
holds down- the next-to-closing session
with his knockout routine of juggling
eccentricities. Got. a decisive show-
stop and was Yorced to make a curtain:
,8peech. Big hit ¢f the show.

Szita and Anis. diminutive mixed
team, s-wound up the corking show with

‘s Oklahoma Bob 'Albright, cowboy singer, . an ofrering of spectacular .adagio duos,
putvover ‘a..cofking,. deucer of warbling. acrobatic dance rhythms and Russian

assistéd . by“a, pair “of attractive’ -girls, hock-toe speclalties

Assisted by Esther

m -
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Park Plaza, New York

(Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Jan. 22)

The Fox Circuit landed a gold
mine when it bagged this house. Drew
a capacity crowd. tonight, as it does
regularly. Choice four-act vaude. layout,
and Harmony at Home, with William
Collier on the screen.

Robbins Trio, roller skaters, gave the
show a wow sendoff, dcing their stuff
with speed, skill and daring. Bulk of
stunts elicited gasps of astonishment
and heavy applause. One chap- mostly
solos, and mixed team are the thrill
providers. Skated off to big returns.

Nick Casa and Elsie Lehn, assisted by
the Four Diana Sisters, did well by the
deucer. Gave plenty of laughs and got
heavy applause. Casa and Lehn formerly
headed an all-dancing turn, but now
the legwork is playing second fiddle to
hoke comedy. Corking material in
capable hands, '

Walsh and Clark go heavy on comedy,
flavoring it with nifty hoofing and war-
bling. This mixed team is in the know
on comedy selling, with the man gagging_
for laughs to the expert feeding of his
comely partner. Their material is laugh-
packed. Comedian is a neat eccentric
stepper. . Fared nicely.

Art Landry and his Victor Recording
Orchestra, with Jean La Marr doing a
specialty, is genuinz vaude. entertain-
ment. The patrons here went  big for
everything this outfit offered, and showed
willingness to sit thru as many encores
as they could get. Landry is a person-
able leader, and his 10 bandsters are-
dyed-in-the-wocl musicians,~as well as
sure-fire specialty artistes. They have
some great numbers. Miss La Marr -is
a sweet warbler. SIDNEY HARRIS.

- Tivoli, Brooklyn
(Remewed Tuesday Evening, Jan. 21)

James and Edith Jane, mixed instru-
mental team, teed off with a routine of
piano-accordion dual and solo numkers,-
sandwiched with repertory of xylophone
selections. Gocd reception

Danny Simmons Scotch comedian,
singer and eccentric taup dancer, deuced it

.with 'a clever routine of chatter, inter-

spersed with warbling and stepping.
Works thruout in a checkered riding
habit of the Horse Marines. Caught on
'picely and bowed off to heavy applause.

Gene Howard Revue, elabCrate eight-

‘people singing and dancing flash, con-

tributes a lively 16 minutes of warbling
and pedalistic specialties. There are six
attractive girls in the outfit, each of
whom put over solo work nicely, and a
pair of hoofing lads, who are nimble and
fast on their feet. Bcrwed off to -well-
merited applause.

Sena and Weber, mixed comedy team,
hold down the headline spot with a
routine of bright chatter, warbling, dance.
ing and mugging eccentricivies. Gathered
“a heavy share of laughs and a uear show-
stop. A well-matched pair. who’ clicked
decisively here. p

Three Lamoures, two men and a
womah, clcsed with an offering of hand-
to-hand balancing and acrobatics. Their
posed- endurance bit and slow-moticn
strength displays drew repeated volleys
of applause. Good finisn for a corking
show. CONDE G. BREWER.

Kelth’ J efferson, N. Y.

(Reviewed Tuesday Evening, Jan. 21)

Ade Duval opens with,K his engaging
illusion act, Rhapsody in Silk. Assisted’
by boy and girl, Duval exhibits colorful
silk creations, seemingly plucked from
the ozone. Neat hand.

T

Helen La ™ iLou Cameron, a comedian ‘with dyna-

mite in his feet, clowned and danced his
way to a nifty reception. ' The jrresponsi-
ble funster was ably assisted by a be-
witching redhcad and a dead-pan
stooge;

Any Family, five-people comedy sketch
cf life among tenement lowly, spread. out
that entertaining brand of hoke and
sentimentality. that lands between the

eyes. A f{riple-star attraction, with .neat
performers, homely humor and good
staging. Good hand.

Sylvia Clark, petite singing comedienne,
shot over a cycle of swell song. char—
acterizations, enlivened by this femme.

Genevieyge ‘Herbert, andg#iBertha Meuller,’ Deeter »at +the->piano-- and in .warbling. jester’s gorgeous sense of CQmedy \Chap-

clad in white cowgirl riding habits. Date Well Iiked. . 2

CONDE @G. BREWER. ,
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were eminently successful. Garnered a
great reception. .
Bob Carter, a neat tap and acrobatic
hoofer, assisted by the versatile Aalbu
Sisters, give a good routine of dance and
musical numbers. Carter engages in fast
pedalistic and fair gab work, while the <
comely girls step, sing and give instru-,
mental numbers with equal felicity. Nice*

applause.

Raynor Lehr, the 'dancing fool, assisted,.
by the sizzling Shirley Dahl and the
rotogravean kid hoofer, Willie- Cox, pack
their short session to the brim with en-
grossing ‘stepping and warbling numbers
The personable Lehr performs most any
kind of dance roygtine, while his scorchi
femme partner is a dandy coon shouter”
and dancer. Willie Cox put a healthy

. finishing touch to the act with his Har-

lemania stepping. *

-

Good applause.
Six Orellys, tumblers and gymnasts,
close with a fair routine of acrobatics.-
Four males and two femmes comprise the;
ensemble, which also includes two trained
poodles. Somersaulting and back-spin-
ning finale sent the act off to a neat
hand S. M. SANDERS

+
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Loew’s Victoria, New York
( Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Jan. 15 5 ).

Palermo’s Animals, featuring “Bessie
a black and white bull terrier, opened
& corking’ bill with a routine of canine :
antics. In all there are nine dogs, pre-
sented in numerous laugh-provoklng%
stunts by a mixed team of trainers.: Big
hand at the finish. i

Bernard and Townes, male pair x,of
warblers, pulled a good reception inia
pleasing deucer subbilled A4 Song: -a
Minute. The main comedy and singing
burden of the act is ‘carried by Townes,
while Bernard tickles a mean brand of
ivories.

Wally Sharples and Company, clever
six-people revue tagged Clippings " of
1930, made a decisive hit with a routine
of black-out skits sandwiched with sing-
ing and dancing specialties Cast 'in-_
cludes Charlie Taye, Al Tyler, Bee Gay
and the Dale Sisters. Heavy-applause
finish.

. Robbins and Jewett, male pair of hoke
artistes in the next to closer, romped:.
into a three-minute show stop with their[;
routine of chatter, warbling and: mug-
ging. Enthusiastjc audience would 'not
let the show go on till they had obliged
withh a curtain speech.

Gallarini and Sister closed the show
and kept the audience in with ‘their
clever instrumental routine, the boy
playing as many as 12 instruments dur-
ing the routine, and the girl at least -

four. They are assisted by an unbilled.
male. Achieved a pronounced show
stop. CONDE G. BREWER.

Loew’s Gates, Brooky ln v
( Reviewed -Monday Evening, January 13)

When they book a heavy talifle draw
at this Loew vaudefilmer vaudeville suf-
fers quantitatively, but quality is there
and in a sense enhanced. This Hhalf
three acts are booked with Harold
Lloyd’s Welcome Danger. Stage portioh
of show runs 41 minutes. Had them
packed five deep in back for the third’
inning. Ll

M. and Mme. Alf W. Loyal, presenting
Loyalta’s Stallions, screamingly funny,,f
and even interesting, dog act, in' the.,‘
opening frame for 12 minutes and well
worth the valuable spotting. The bril-
liant array of canine stunting and coim- °
edy is prologed by the usual ring open:
ing, wherein five jet poodles wearing!
hcorse masks are paced in interesting
stunts by one o’ the two lady artistes.”
Loyal’s nondescript four-footers ' take
the hurdles nicely and give: evidence of:
careful training in spring-board jumps,.
Comedy business is put over with telling
effect. Great sendoff.

Jimmy Allman and Bud Coulter doing
their black-face harangue on the LefisIs
Right, as against How High 1Is Up?
theme, should -have found themselves
prematurely spotted in_ this frame, but
they went over vith a bang nevertheless.
They smack over some interesting busi-,
ness via a hawking camera-man opening
and prelude their left-right crossfire with
brief stepping and !harmonica work.
They almost stopped with a ~corking
dance finish. -

Alex Hyde and His Modern’ Maidens
took  up the major part of the aborted
show, oi'rering in the closing frame, their

"' -.(Seé REVIEWS, on pagec95) -

1
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Arbitration Decision
Favors Government

B. & K. Earnings Show

Substantial Increase

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Sam Katz was
elected president of the Balaban & Katz
Theater Corporation at the election of
.officers held last Tuesday. He succeeds

Judge Thacher’s decree says distributors may arbitrate
individually with exhibitors—blanket form arbitration
as set forth in Standard Exhibition Contract is out

Herkert L. Stern, who has been presi-
dent since the organization of the cor-
poration, and is retiring to devote his
time to; private interests.

Other officers elected are: John Bala-
ban, vice-president, and Barney Balaban,
secretary-treasurer. Morris' Katz was

NEW YORK. Jan. 27 —The decree of U. S. District Judge Thacher, announced
this week in the Government’s anti-trust action against the Will Hays organiza-
tion, 27 Film Boards of Trade and 10 distributors, provides that distributors may
make individual arbitration agreement with exhibitors, but compulsory arbitra-
tion in blanket form as set forth in the Standard Exhibition Contract is illegal.

While the Thacher decision admits the
right to arbitrate, the decision says it is
unlawful for individuals to combine and
then force arbitration, looking upon it
that it would probably be the same as
coercion. The decision, therefore, is in
support of the Government’s action.

C. C. Pettijchn, general ccunsel for the
Hays organization, after reading Judge
Thacher’s decision, stated: “Neither side
will be satisfied. After one hurried read-
ing of the decree, it looks to me like &
50-60 break—perhaps, 49-561 in favor of
one side or the other. Further, it seems
plainer than ever that arbitration is the
best thing that ever came into the pic-
ture industry. A way will be found to
" continue its operation.”

After studying the decree, it was
rumored that distributors would probably
insert a clause in the Standard Exhibi-
tion Contract, making it optional whether
the exhibitor use arbitration or place a
deposit when buying product. Para-
mount has ‘already revised its contract to
acid the above clause.

The matter was discussed this week
at a meeting at the Hays office, at which
the varlous counsels of the film dis-
tributors were present. No decision was
reached however.

On account of the wide interest the
question is to exhibitors, The Billboard
reprints that part of Judge Thachef’s
decisicn applying chiefly to the In-
dividual arbitration clause.

The decree orders that: “The de-
fendants, their officers, agents, servants
and employees, and all persons acting
* under, tlmu or on behalf of them, or any
of them, are hereby restrained and pro-
hibited indjvidually and collectively:

“From further engaging in or carrying
out said conspiracy cr any other con-
spiracy similar to or having the same
purpose and/or effects as sald conspiracy.

“From doing an act or thing whatso-
ever for the purpose or with the effect of
carrying out hereafter the purposes .of
said conspiracy, or any of them.

“From entering into any agreement
embodying the provisions of paragraph
18 of said Standard Exhibition Contract,
dated May 1, 1928, and the provisions of
said Rules of Arbitration, dated May 1,
1928.”

Referring to arbitration between in-
dividuals, the decree says: .

“Nothing contained in this decree shall
be constriied as prohibiting any de-
fendant or- any member of any de-
fendant Film Board of Trade from per-
forming and/or continuing to perform,
or enforcing and/cr continuing to en-
force, by any lawful means, any con-
tractual obligation, the performance or
enforcement of which 1s consistent with
the provisions of tnis decree.

“Nor shall anything contained in this
decree be’ construed as prohibiting any
defendant or any member of any de-
fendant Film Board of Trade from select-
ing his or its own trade, from dispesing
of his or its own products, or frem
making any contracts with or without
provisions relating tc arkitration-—all

(See ARBITRATION on page 87)

—

named assistant secretary and Eugene
Zukor assistant secretary and treasurer.

A report of the corporation’s business
for 1929 showed a substantial growth, the
earnings for the year being $2,601,000.
against $1,5569,000 in 1928.

Mack With Pathe

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—Russell Mack,
director, has been placed under contract
ty Pathe and will handle some of the
important Pathe productions in the fu-
ture. Mack directed the dialog of Rio
Rita.

Long Shots and Flashbacks

By H. DAVID STRAUSS

NOTE—The opinions stated in this colu»m are those of the wriler
and need mot refiect the policies of The Billboard, whiclh are expressed
on the editorial page—ED.

Ruby With Radio

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Harry Ruby has
been signed by Radio Pictures to write
the musical score and collaborate on
the book of the Radio Revels, which will
coon go into production.

HE difficulties of William Fox seem to be growing to such an extent

that extrication will seem almost a miracle. Fox’s troubles started

last summer immediately after nis automobile accident. The day
that reports were flashed over the wire that he had been seriously hurt
the Fox stock took a slump in the market. This was followed by
numerous reports from his bedside. These stated that he suffered a
mental as well as a nervous breakdown, followed by rumors that he
would be unable to continue governing the affairs of the company.

On the 25th anniversary of his entrance into the film game, Fox enter-
tained a number of wrilers at his estate on Long Island. The event was
said to be a staged affair to discount the reports of his illness. Foz at
that time was in the best of spirits and answered queries from the news-
imen with authority and a definite direction. Then came the Wall Street
crash with rumors that Fox had lost his personal fortune and also much of
the corporation’s money, with the result that Fox Film stock hit the low
of the year.

These rumors have -once again been brought to the front-in a pub-
lished statement in a bill of complaint filed this past week by Mrs. Anthony
R. Kuser, one of the largest of the Fox Class-B stockholders. Fox has made
but one statement to the numerous demands of the various Class-A stock-
holders, but the Kuser ccmplaint was so strong that he immediately issued
a statement denying all of the charges set forth in the stockholder’s

complaint. . ,

Mr. Fox in his statement says: “I deeply resentv the published state-
ment taker from the bill of complaint filed by Mrs. Anthony R. Kuser
in the Federal Court. Whatever else may happen to me I propose to
maintain my honor. There is not @ word of truth to the statement that
I have speculated with the money of Fox Film or Fox Theaters Corpora-
tion or with the funds of any company with which I have ever been
connected.

“Not only have Mrs. Kuser’s large present stock holdings not cost her
g dollar, but on the contrary she and her husband were long since repaid
their total investments, and have had millions of dollars besides in cash
and stock dividends. All I know about the contents of the Kuser come-
plaint is what appears in the newspapers, my counsel, Samuel Untermeyer,
having thus far been unable to secure a copy of the pleading.

“It is also stated that I have received hundreds of thousands of dollars
in salary. In point of fact I relinquished my salary three and one-half
years ago and never since received a dollar. In all that time I never had a
check to my order from any Fox company. I ask the public to suspend
judgment until the facts can be presented to it, which I hope will not
be long.” :

Fox is fighting with his back to the wall—fighting against a trustee-
ship to which he objects, against receivership threatened by his Class-A
stockholders and this latest complaint. Any one of these moves is em-
barrassing, but together they form a most unpleasant situation. Fox
would perhaps welcome the appointment of a receiver, giving him only
one man to combat, where a trusteeship would mean two to one, probably
opposed to him. The film world should suspend judgment until some
more definite inside dope is published on the entire situation.

L

Chaney Signs
K or Talkies

Famous dramatic star un-
der new five-year contract

with M-G-M

—

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Lon Chaney has
capitulated. He has gone talkie, leaving
Charlie Chaplin as the only star player
who has not definitely' stated that he
will appear in talking-film productions,
tho it is said Chaplin has a yen to do
something dramatic in dialog.

Chaney’'s refusal to appear in talking
pictures had been made time and again
since dialog was first introduced. Last
week, however, he signed a new contract
with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer to appear in
talking pictures for that organization for
five years more.

The fact that M-G-M has seen fit to
make the new Chaney contract for five
years means that tests made of Chaney'’s
voice and his ability to deliver dialog
have proved thoroly successful.

“The man of a thousand faces” has
been his own worst critic regarding dia-
log, but it is probable that Thunder, his
last production, which was silent and
proved anything but a hit with the fans
or exhibitors, made him realize that the
day of the silent drama is done no mat-
ter what the star’s former drawing power.
Exhibitors all over the country had pre-
vailed upon Chaney to talk on the
screen. No announcement has as yet
been made concerning Chaney’s first
talking production, tho it would not be
surprising to hear he had decided upon
a new version of one of his more suce
cessful silent productions.

Warner Club Show
For Chanin February 16

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Rehearsals for
the Warner Club Gaieties are progressing
rapidly and the first performance will be
given at the Chanin Theater Sunday eve-
nings February 16. The show will run
two other Sunday nights, February 23
and March 2.

The entire cast is made up of em-
ployees of the Warner and First National
office forces. There is to be a s=inging
and dancing chorus of 24 girls, with
Herb Crooker acting as master of cere-
monies. Skits for the show are in the
hands of George Bilson and Sidney
Rechetnik, while the dances and ensem-
bles are being staged by Aanford Abra-
hams and Al Zimbalist.

First Premier Comedy

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—She’s a Wow is
the title of the first of the 12 comedies
to be produced by the newly organized
Premier Pictures, Inc. No assignments
as yet with production to start in the
next two weeks,

Barthelmess Returning

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—According to a
cable from Richard Barthelmess he and
Mrs. Barthelmess, who have been-touring
Europe; will sail for America February 13.
He will begin production on a new First
National film soon after his return.

“Condemned” for Rivoli

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Ronald Col-
man’s Condemned will be the next at-
traction at the Rivoli Theater, openin
February 1. :



Billboard

More Opera Stars for

Films During

This Year

&

Sound pictures educate movie public to better music
—Grace Moore, new Metropolitan star, signed by Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer—other contracits in offing.

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The names of many grand opera stars are ezpected

to be added to the filin roster during the coming seasoil.

The success of the

short subject featuring some famous opera star in the smaller-sized towns has
brought producers to the realization that the theaters away from the large city
appreciate the best in music, and sometimes a short subject, starring a Martinelli

or other famous opera star, has aided as
much towards a program’s draw as the
feature production

Grace Moore, who made her debut at
the Metropolitan during the season of
1927-'28, is the latest of the opera stars
to affix her name to a contract, having
heen signed by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
this week. Miss Moore’s contract followed
the success of Lawrence Tibbett’s produc-
tion, The Rogue’s Song, at its first show-
ing on the West Coast last week. This
film opens for a run tomorrow night at
the Astor Theater here.

Miss Moore has the youth, the comely
appearance and the voice that the films
demand. Her greatest successes on the
cperatic stage have been in Romeo and
Juliet. Faust and Manon. She will make
pictures during the off season of the
opera the same as Tibbett, which will
he from April until early October.

The fact that many of the more fa-
mous oweras are unavailable to the film
due to the copyright law means that the
opera stars will he heard in original pro-
ductinns—productions that will be light
enough to appeal to the average thea-
tergoer and yet carry enough dramatic
power in their music to give full play
to the vecices of the opera stars.

It is understood that M-G-M and other
film companies are makiing overtures to
other operatic stars to appear on the

screen. Sound has brought the opera
direct to the door of the movjegoer. The
motion picture theater thru its syms-

phony orchestra has educated the public
in the larger cities to better music and
now the sound picture has brought a
similar interest to the moviegoer of the
smaller town. The coming year should
find many operatic names signed for
pictures.

French Managers Threaten
To Close All Amusements

PARIS, Jan. 15.—At a meeting of the
Association of Theater Directors of Paris
on Monday it was practically decided to
close all places of amusement as a pro-
test against the high taxes levied on
amusements in France. The date of the
lockout has not been announced, bub
it will not be before the end of the
month, as representatives of the mana-
gers of the theaters thruout the rest of
France will meet in Paris on January 21,
to settle details for the lockout, which
will be general all over the country.

The threat to close is really serious, as
not only the managers of the theaters,
music halls, circuses and cinemas are sol-
idly backing the move, but also the va-
rious organizations of artists, perform-
ers and employees are lined ‘up with the
managers in their fight.

15 Providence Houées |

Went ‘“Talkie’® in 1929

PROVIDENCE, R. I, Jan. 25.—Fifteen
theaters in this city changed/ over to
talking pictures during the past year.
The passing of the Empire Theater, for-
mer home of Mutual Burlesque, leaves
the city with 19 houses, with a total
seating capacity of approximately 29,000,
the annual report of Capt. George W.
Cowan, police amusement inspector,
shows

In 900 visits to the theaters the in-
spector ordered 543 changes and elimi-
nations, most of them coming in bur-
lesque. The total of 29,142,000 feet of
film shown here during the year was
1,710,000 less than in 1928, Of this
amount 6,498,000 feet were first-run film.

Balaban in Florida

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—John Balaban, of
Balaban & Katz, has departed for Flor-
ida with his family and will spend the
remainder of .the winter there.

Secures Injunction
To Protect Second-Run

TOLEDO, Jan. 25.—Manager Joe Pearl-
stein,. of the Cameo Theater here, re-
ceived an injunction from the State Film
Board which prevents the Toledo Para-
mount, Publix house, from shoving pic-
tures into the Princess, another Publix
house here. Paramount wanted to give
Love Parade to Princess for,K another
week, which it was good for, but Pearl-
stein contended that he bought pictures
from Paramount for second run, and
with Love Parade in Princess for another
week, it would hurt his business.

Marsh Gollner, manager of the Prin-
cess, may take the fight before the board
shortly, as he would like to get a second
run on Vagabond King, which Parag-
mount will show in a few weeks.

Writer With Fox

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Jan. 27.—Bradley
King, scenario writer, has been signed
by Fox to a long-term contract. Miss
King wrote Weary River and Drag for
First National, and the dialog for Anna
Christie for M-G-M.

Publix San Antone Changes

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Jan. 25.—Publix
has made a number of shifts in its thea-
ter personnel in this city. R. P. Allison
has been named manager of the Aztec
Theater, an independent movie house
taken over by Publix. Allison was for a
year publicity director and advertising
manager of Publix houses in this city.
C. H. Stewart, for the past year house
manager of the Texas Theater, has been
named manager of the Rialto Theater,
another house here acquired by Publix.
L. L. Daniels has taken Stewart’s place at
the Texas. Jack Jackson has been
named regional director of Publix’s
Grade A houses in the key cities of
Texas. His headquarters will be in
Dallas.

A Western Songbird

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Jan. 27.—Ken
Maynard starts production this week on
Songs of the Saddle. Maynard will sing
four original songs in the production,
which will be directed by Harry C.
Brown. Francis Ford has the leading
femme role.

JOSEPH R. PLUNKETT, vice-
president and director of theater
management of RKO, under whose
supervision. comes all RKO theaters.
Plunkett has been known to Broad-
way for many years, having been
managing director of the New York
Mark Strand houses. His present
position puts him in charge of one
of the largest theater personnels in
the country.

McElroy Was “Broke”
At Time of His Death

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Instead of being
a millionaire, as he was reputed to be,
Blair McElroy, well-known theater man,
had practically nothing at the time of
his death, it was revealed when his will
was filed for probate this week.

McElroy had outstanding obligations
totaling $150,000, it was shown, and
when all his bills are paid only about
$600 will remain. At one time he was
said to be worth $10,000,000. His will
provides that his three children share
equally in his estate. The only one who
will receive a substantial amount is
Howard, the youngest, in whose favor
McElroy’s $7,600 insurance polcy was
made out. :

Illinois Indies May
Affiliate With Allied

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—The Illinois Inde-
pendent Exhibitor Association, recently
organized here and now claiming to have
105 theaters in its membership, this week
issued invitations to Abram F. Myers,
president of Allied States; Al Steffes; A.
M. Richey, Michigan MPTO general
manager, and Col. H. A. Cole, president
of the Texas MPTO, to a conference to
be held next week at the Hotel Stevens.
The object is to effect an affiliation with
the Allied States group.

McCormack’s Film Done

_HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Jan. 27—Work
on the John McCormack production on
the Fox lot has been completed. The
production is in the cutting room, with
an early release expected.

French Film Interests

Organize

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—Cable advices
from France state that French film pro-
ducers are preparing to organize an im-
mense trust to combat the dialog film
situation that has had the foreign pro-
duction activity in a ‘Yurmoil since it was
first introduced."

A group of French film companies, in-
cluding Gaumont, have been consoli-
dated with a capital of 60,000,000 francs
($12,000,000), being the first time that a
film organization has managed to secure
the support of French banking institu-
tions for any of their projects.

The new organization sees a wider
field of production since dialog was in-
troduced, knowing that the American-
made films, even tho the actors talk
French, cannot compete with the home
product in which actors sure of their
native tongue play the leading roles.

Immense Trust

The deal takes in, besides production
activities. full distributing organizations,
thoroly equipped studios and hundreds
of theaters.

In addition, it is said that the trust in-
tends to put a new recording apparatus
on the market that will sell for about
$5,000, against the American cost of
$10.000, which has made the installation
prohibitive in many theaters. So far ad-
vanced is the new apparatus that it will
be presented to French exhibitors this
week. Of nearly 120 wired theaters in
France, more than 90 are equipped with
American manufactured devices.

Reports for the past few weeks have
been rife that France may follow Italy’s
stand on foreign dialog films and bar
them, forcing foreign producers to bring
in silent productions or none at all.

February 1, 1930

- Loew’s

19

Both Para.
Studios Busy

Heavy schedule of produc-
tion for this time of year
in the East and West

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The Paramount
studios, both in Hollywood and on Long
Island, are shqowing a heavy production
for this early in the film vyear.

On the West Coast five films are
actually in production, two more are in
rehearsal and six are being prepared for
an early start. The Eastern studio has
just completed Maurice Chevalier's The
Big Pond and is starting production on
the next Helen Kane production, Dan-
gerous Nan McGrew. Katherine Brush’s
Saturday Evening Post story, Young
Man of Manhattan, starts in about 10
days.

The pictures in work on the West
Coast are: Young Eagles, starring Charles
(Buddy) Rogers; Moran and Mack, in
Two Black Crows in the A. E. F.; Let’s
Go Native;, Ladies Love Brutes, starring
George Bancroft, and The Light of
Western Stars, starring Richard Arlen,
Safety in Numbers and The Benson
Murder Case have been placed in re-
hearsal.

Those being prepared and ready to
start within the next 10 days are: The
Texan, starring Gary Cooper and Fay
Wray; The Devil’s Sunday, Nancy Car-
roll’s next starring vehicle; another
George Bancroft vehicle as yet untitled;
The Return of Dr. Fu Manchu;, Marco
Himself, with Jack Oakie, and a Willilam
Powell starring vehicle as yet untitled.

Sound Pictures in France

PARIS, Jan. 27.—While PFrench talkies
up to date have been practically non-
existent, the present season will see sev-
eral French producing firms in the field
with an important list of sound pic-
tures. Among those already announced
for early presentation are L’Enfant de
L’Amour, La Tendresse, Un Crime au
Music Hall, L’Arlesienne, and Adolphe
Menjou in Mon Gosse de Pere, from the
Pathe-Nathan studios; La Route Est
Belle, Productions Pierre Braunberger;
Tarakanova .and Quand Nous Etions
Deuz, Aubert-Franco-Film; Les Deux
Mondes and La Ville Chantante, Vandal
and Delac; L’Etranger, Star Film; Chez
les Mangeurs d’Hommes, Mon Amour and
La Terre Sans Femmes, Super Film; Louis
Brooks in Prix de Seaute, Sofar, and Au
Bonheur des Dames and Maman Colibri,
Alliance Cinematographique European.

Theater Company Eleets

ST. JOHN, N. B., Jan. 27.—At the an-
nual meeting of the St. John Opera House
Company the following directors were
elected: W. R. Humphrey, C. A. Gurney,
W. L. Harding, R. H. L. Skinner, T. A.
Linton, G. ¥. Fisher and T. P. Regan.
Officers were chosen as follows: Presi-
dent, T. P. Regan, first vice-president,
C. A. Gurney; second vice-president, W.
R. Humphrey; treasurer, W. L. Harding;
secretary, T. A. Linton. Majority stock-
holder is the Dockrill estate, which Iis
represented by T. P. Regan, attorney.
After holding the name of Opera House
for over 38 years the theater was re-
named Rialto last fall, after talking-pic-
ture equipment was installed.

Stern Retires From B. & K.

CHICAGO, Jan. 25.—Herbert L. Stern,
who has been president of the Balaban
& Katz Corporation since its establish-
ment in 1919, is retiring from the com-
pany to devote his time to private in-
terests. Stern will retain his holdings
in Famous Players-Lasky Corporation.

Coffee and Cakes

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Jan, 25.—Emulat-
ing the Theater Gulild's stunt of serving
free coffee, Manager H. M. Addison, of
Rochester Theater, 4,000-seat
down-town house, last week opened 2
two-room coffee shop and bridge room
in the mezzanine. Coffee and cakes are
being served free to patrons during
theater hours. More than 1,000 patron-
ized the shop the opening week. '
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Amkino Has Thirty-Nine

S.in:l930

List includes one Upton Sinclair story-—QOrganization
to release 280 subjects in all during this year—more

in 1931

NEW YORK, Jan. 27——Amkino, the Russian organization that has taken its
place to the fore in the last few years, and is today, perhaps, the largest foreign
producing organization with the exception of Ufa, will more than double its output
for the year of 1930 and will add more heavily to its production schedule during

1931, according to announcements from Russia.

116 productions, where this year it will
release’ 280, with 350 productions sched-
uled for release during 1931.

Of the 280 productions to be released
by Amkino this year only 39 will be re-
leased in America. These will include
several educational subjects as well as
feature films. The greater number of
films released in America by the Amkino
Corporation have had stories based on
the Russian Revolution, the days of re-
construction and the problems of the
present Russia. These films have shown
a vast popularity with a certain element
in America, the Cameo Theater, New
York, and the little art theaters finding
nice patronage returns in their bcoking.

In their coming year’s schedule the
10 producing organizations for Amkino
have turned to a more varied type of
production, the list including one of
Upten Sinclair’s stories, Jimmie Higgins.

Other pictures for United States release
are: A Fragment of an Empire, Sovkino
production, now running at the Cameo,
directed by F. Ermler; Old and New, di-
rected by S. Eisenstein; Storm Over Asia,
directed by Pudovkin; The Living Corpse,
directed by Ozep; Jimmie Higgins, di-
rected by Jassin; Blue Ezpress, directed
by I. Trauberg; Turk-Sib, Kain and
Artem, Transport of Fire and Soil, di-
rected by A. Dozzhenko; Spring, directed
by Kaufman, and Bukhara and Kaspi,
beth educational.

Turkey Will Build
A National Theater

PARIS, Jan. 15.—A theater and a con-
gervatory rivaling those existing in other
European countries, both in elegance and
gcenic equipment, will shortly be erected
in Constantinople. The contract has al-
ready been signed between the city and a
German firm. The building will not be
erected in the Turkish quarter of Stam-
boul but in the more cosmopolitan quar-
ter of Pera. )

The theater will be especially the seat
of the Turkish National Theatrical Com-
pany, which is endeavoring to spread the
taste for dramatic art thruout Turkey and
present to a very large extent plays taken
from foreign literature. The manage-
ment of the theater will be subsidized
by the municipality.

Katz Touring Japan

CHICAGO, Jan. 25. — Morris Katz,
assistant secretary of the Balaban &
Katz Theater Corporation, and his wife
have left for an extended tour of Japan.
They will be gone for two months.

New Sound-Picture Device

PARIS, Jan. 15.—Two French engineers,
Vial and Coutarel, have perfected a com-
paratively low-priced apparatus combin-
ing a radio set, phonograph, motion pic-
ture and sound projection machine.
There is nothing complicated about the
equipment, which is suited to home use
or in a theater, the machine being oper-
ated electrically by plugging in on an
ordinary electric light socket. :

Strike Forces Owners
To Act as Operators

BUFFALO, N. Y., Jan. 25.—Two mov-
ing picture proprietors, who have been
forced to operate their own picture ma-
chines since a strike of operators was
called, have started an action to)enjoin
members of ' Motion Picture Operators’
Union, Local No. 233, from interfering
with the business of these theaters. The
proprietors ask that picketing near their
theaters be stopped.

‘The theaters and their proprietors are
the Broadway Theater, Samuel and Ben-
jamin H. Wallerstein, and the Marlow,
Mieczyslaw Konczakowski.

In 1929 the organization released

Capitol, Montreal, Changes
Openings to Friday Mat.

MONTREAL, Jan. 25.—The Capitol, ace
house of the Famous Players Canadian
Corporation, began a new idea this week.
New shows now open on Friday after-
noon instead of Saturday as-formerly.
This is the first house to venture so far
into the week.

Loew’s and the Imperial (RKO) open
Sunday; the Palace, Princess and Or-
pheum, also talkie houses, open Satur-
day; the Gayety. stock burlesque, has’
started opening Saturday. The remain-
der of the houses still work on the
Sunday opening basis.

Jacob Golden to Rochester

ALBANY, N. Y., Jan. 26.—Jacob Gold-
en, manager of Proctor’s Troy theaters,
has been appointed general manager of
the Temple and Palace, RKO theaters in
Rochester. He is succeeded in Troy by
Harry Black, of Newark, N. J. Manager
Golden left for Rochester this week fol-
lowing a farewell dinner tendered him
by Joseph F. Wallace and Alexander J.
Gill, managers of the Albany  and
Schenectady RKO theaters.

Women of Minneapolis
Start Movie Campaign

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan. 27.—The Minne-
apolis Volunteer Committee for Good
Pictures has started a -campaign to im-
prove the tone of pictures. Mrs, Henry
S. Godfrey is chairman of the body,
which consists of 40 women. They will
begin with an effort to set up friendly
relations with the big exhibitors and
to induce the exhibitors to demand bet-
ter pictures from the producers.

The committee seeks co-operation of
women’s clubs and other organizations.

ST
b

GRACE NILES, who claims one
distinction not shared by any other
woman in America. She is the
only woman theater manager in «a
two-a-day house on Broadway—the
Astor. This position she seems des-
tined to hold for a long time to
come, unless of course M-G-M gives
her a better job, which is not at all
unlikely.

e

—— —_—

Fred Latham Signed
By Radio Pictures

NEW YOREK, Jan. 27.—Fred G. Latham,
well known to the stage as a director of
musical and dramatic productions, has
bheen signed by Radio Pictures, according
to announcements made this week by
Williamm Le Baron.

Among some of Latham’s better-
known successes were Apple Blossoms,
Mlle. Modiste, The Red Mill, The Wan-
dering Jew, Sweethearts, The Slim Prin-
cess, The Lullaby, Bulldog Drummond,
Lovze Song, The Half Moon and The Only
Girl.

Apparatus for Deaf

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—Western Elec-
tric’s apparatus to make sound pictures
audible to those hard of hearing is being
installed in the Fox Theater, Brooklyn;
Fox’s Academy of Music and Audubon,
New York; Fox, Washington; Fox, Phila-
delphia; Fox, Detroit, and Fox, St. Louis.
Contracts for installations have also
been made with the University Theater,
Cambridge, Mass.,, and Lorain-Fulton
Theater, Cleveland, O.

Short - Subject Material
Still a Huge Question

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The short sub-
ject.is presenting a wide problem to both
the exhibitors and the producers of the
filler for the coming year. There are
those who are leaning to the idea that
the short subjects should be produced
from original scripts especially prepared
for picture prcduction, while others lean
to the short-form comedy written and,
perhaps, played by little theaters or in
vaudeville.

The sketch with a story produced from
a playlet has proved quite successful,
where the vaudeville act in which well-
known headliners offer a few gags, &
couple of numbers and maybe a dance,
has proved a dismal flop.

During the last year the Christie or-
ganization in its comedies produced for
Paramount release has secured works by
well-known authors. including such
names as Kenyon Nicholson, Octavus Roy
Cohen, E. P. Heath, Willson Collison,
Flerence  Ryerson, Colin  Clements,
Waldemar Young, Charles Devine, Mann
Page, James Gleason and others.

For the coming year Christie will con-
tinue a similar policy, securing the works
of the best-known authors on which
to base its short-subject production. In
ccntrast to this Warners and other or-
ganizations, which have been producing
a number of shorts of vaudeville acts,
have decided that the vaude. act as pre-
pared for stage audience consumption

does not prove adaptable to the screen
advantageously. The vaudeville act has
to be cut and pruned to such an extent
that it proves disappointing and fails to
click. In future it will be a case of
securing names to present in stories espe-
cially prepared for the short-subject film.

When Christie first launched produc-
tion of two-reel talkers the organization
started the policy of securing plays and
stories by successful stage and screen
writers and fitting stars into these plays.
This pclicy was a radical change from
that of the silent days in which certain
comedians were placed under contract
and & studio staff of gag men retained
on yearly salaries to build stories to

rder.

The short-subject question and its
proper type has not yet been perfectly
set and it will take another season toO
decide definitely what is the real system
to follow. The old saying of what is one
man’s meat is another man’s poison ap-
plies directly to the production of short
films.

There is one thing certain and that is
the short subject must be improved or
the feature plcture, cspecially those of-
fered for long runs at $2, must be inter-
esting enough to warrant a full evening’s
entertainment, so that the first half of
the program is not cluttered up with a
mediocre and at times totally unneces-
sary short-subject program.

Talkie “Horse

Operas” Click

Exhibitors find vast popu-
larity for the Western
film with dialog

"

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—When talk first
became an accomplishment of the screen
the Western picture was feared doomed
to abandonment. Now, however, things
are entirely different and there is not
one of the major ccmpanies that is not
preparing to bring several Western pro-
ductions to the screen during the com-
ing year.

When talking pictures were first intro-
duced there were few Westerns being
made. The so-called ‘horse operas” still
had a certain amount of popularity with
the grind houses, but ¢nly a special pro-
duction every now and then managed
to reach the leading theaters in the
larger cities.

Needing the mnatural locale of the
great outdoors for these productions it
was at first believed that it would be im-
possible to produce Westerns. FCx made
the start with In Old Arizona. It proved
so successful that other companies im-
mediately started preparing for similar
stories.

Exhibitors favor the Western story
with sound: and talk and the ‘“horse
cpera’ has cnce agagin gained the pop-
ularity that it held when first intro-
duced. In addition to many new Western
pictures Paramount is going to remake
with talk The Border Legion, produced
some years ago from a Zane Grey story.
Mary Brian and Richard Arlen will have
the leading roles.

Warner Regional Meeting

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—A regional sales
meeting of ‘the branch managers and
sales representatives of Warner Brothers
and Vitaphone exchanges was held here
at the Hotel Pennsylvania last Saturday.

The branch managers who attended
were Jerry Herzog, New Jersey; Harry
Decker, Brooklyn; Lester Allen, New
York; R. E. Binns, Washington; J. S.
Hebrew, Philadelphia; J. A. Davis, New
Haven; H. E. Elder, Boston, and Robert
Sulley, Albany. The sales representa-
tives present were Norman Pincus,
George Falkner, Irving Rothenberg, Wil-
liam Horne, Leo Jacobi, Charles Rich,
Robert Campbell, H. L. Denbow, Herbert
Given, B. R. Tolmas, W. G. Humphries,
Jack Schaeffer, Nat Furst, Tim Donahue,
William Horan, R. J. Murray, A. P. Bib-
ber, George Goldberg, S. E. Feld, Nat
Bier, Harry Danto, William Dutton, Earl
Wright, Earl Crawford and A. Newman.

The chairmen of the meeting were
Claude E. Ezell, general sales manager
for Warner Brothers, and Paul Swift,
general sales manager for Vitaphone.

Taylor Holmes Star,
In Educational Film

NEW YORK, Jan., 27.—Taylor Holmes
has been signed by Educational to play
the leading role in Jack White’s produc-
tion of Dad Knows Best. Helen Bolton
will support Holmes, with Stephen
Roberts directing.

The search for new talent has not
been confined to feature-length pro-
ducers alone, Educational having signed
many leading stars of the legitimate
stage since the inception of sound to
appear in its comedies.

To Meet at Memphis

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Jan. 27.—The Tri-
State Motion Picture Theater Owners'
Association has been called to meet in
semi-annual convention here April 6 and
7. ‘There are 200 members. A large
attendance is expected. President M. A.
Lightman, of Memphis, and others will
make addresses.

Completing “All Quiet”

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Jan. 27.— All
Quiet on the Western Front is slated to
be completed in the next few days. Pro-
duction is finishing in record time under
Lewis Milestone’s direction.
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Paramount Cuts Block
Booklng in Australia

“Film Weekly”, published in Sydney, makes announce-
ment that is of interest to American exhibitors—sales will
be on basis of merit and box-office appeal of production

i‘

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—With Senatcr Brookhart, author of the Block-Booking

Bill, once again in the limelight thru the announcement of his acceptance of
counsel for the plaintiff in the Abramson suit against numerous film companies
and Film Boards of Trade, the announcement that Paramount has eliminated

the block-booking system in Australia will be read with interest here.

ing article from a recent edition of The
Film Weekly, published in Sydney, Aus-
tralla, for the motion picture trade of
Australia and New Zealand, will be read
with interest and speaks for itself:

“Block booking and blind buying of
pictures in large groupsis done away
with in Paramount’s new. gales policy an-

ncunced by John W. Hicks, Jr., manag-
ing director of Paramount ‘Pictures.
Hicks -states that the new show world
product for next year will be sold in-
dividually, or at most in small groups ‘of
three or four, on the, merits and box-
office appeal of each production.

. “The first reléase of the new show
w*orld attractions will be thru the Union
‘Theaters’ chain of capital city theaters,
according to special arrangements be-
tween Hicks and Stuart ¥. Doyle, man-
aging director of Union Theaters. The
clcse co-operation between Paramount
and Union Theaters in ‘extensive ex-
ploitation and advertising campaigns for
each picture will prove .0of inestimahle
behefit to the independent. exhibitor by
popularizing the pictures they will screen
after first release.

“This bond between Paramount and
Union Theéaters is, moreover, a guar-
antee for the greater stability of the mo-
tion. picture buslness as & whole in
Australia. .

“‘From the box-ofnce success of each
pleture at its first release, Paramount will
base its selling terms and policy,” Hicks
stated. Sheer merit will form the basis
of every sale.

‘¢ ‘Selling on box-office appeal is the
‘fajrest . method of film distribution,’
Hicks sald. - Block booking served its
purpose in the silent field, but in this
new world of entertainment old methaods
must give way to the new in fairness
‘to both distributor and exhibitor.
~ “Paramount has pioneered in a policy
which will prove a great boon to the
Australian exhibitor. It is with the
greatest confidence that the new show
world product fcr 1930 is offered as the
finest lineup cf entertainment in' fhe
history of the Paramount organization.”

E{'encii' Filnls Lead in Egypt

PARIS, Jan. 15.—The German consul
general at Cairo has prepared a report
on.the motion picture situation in Egypt
which lists fillm importations in the
following order: Films from France, 60
per cent; America, 256 per cent; England,
1214 per cent, and Germany, 6 per cent.

Barthelmess Fllm Premiere

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Richard Bar-
thelmess’ Son of the Gods will have its
- Broadway premiere at the Warner Thea-
fer next Thursday evening, following in
General Crack. The new Barthelmess
picture is based on Rex Beach’s story
and I8 done part in color. Constance
Bennett ‘has the leading feminine role.

“Vagabond King’ Soon

NEW YORK, Jan. 27 —-—As soon as &
legitimate ‘theater can be secured Para-
" mount-. will offer Dennis KXing's The
Vagabond King on Broadway. - The pic-
ture was finished several weeks ago, but
owing. to the success of The Love Parade
at the Criterion Paramount is without
a theater in which to present the pic-

“Golden West Girl” Rights

© NEW “YORK, Jan. 27—First National
has purchased the screen rights to The

¢

Girl of the Folden ‘West. The story has.

been made as g silent productlon before,.
No cast” is announoed for the- talking
version. :

-vehicle for Paramount, has

The follow-

Y

4,531 Western Electric

Installations Are Made

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.~—~Western Electric
had Installed. its system in 4,631 thea-
ters up to the middle of January. O.
this number 3,367 were in the United
States and 1,164 in the foreign field.

Forelgn countries in which sound in-
stallations have been completed include:
Great Britain, Austria, Balkan States,
Belgium, Czecho - Slovakia, Denmark,
Egypt, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden,
Spain, Switzerland, Tunis, Turkey, Auys-
tralia, China, Dutch East Indies, India,
Japan, New Zealand, Philippines, Argen-
tina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexlico, Panama,
Porto Rico and Canada. S

Installations are now being conipleted
in Syria, Morocco, Algeria, Portugal,
Straits Settlements, Dominican Republic
and San "Salvador.

Rogers’ Film Started

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 27 --.S’afety in
Numbers, Buddy Rogers’ new starring
gone into.
production with Victor Schertzinger di-.
recting. Kathryn Crawford, Roscoe Karns,
Carol Lombard, . Josephlne Dunn and
Virginia Bruce are in the supporting cast.
George Marion, Jr., ‘and Percy Heath au-
thored the story.

‘Loder in F. N. Film

HOLLYWOOD Jan. 237.—John lLoder
has been added to the cast of Billie
Dove’s next starring vehicle for First
National’s .S'weethearts and Wives.

T e

LAWRENCE TIBBETT, Metropoh-
tan Opera star, who, on the com-
.Dletion aof his first picture, “The
Rogue’s Song”, now current at the
Astor, signed a contract with M-G-M
to do at least one production a year
for that company. Tibbett not only
zs‘ a first-class actor, but his baritone
.voice®seemy to 'be peculiarly suited
for recording.

4

15. First Nationals
Ready for Release

NEW 7YORK, Jan. 27 —-Flfteen First
-National pictures s&re ready, or nearly
ready, for release. The features that
will be released 'In the next few weeks

. are. Playing Around, with Alice White:

e Furies, with Lois Wilsod and H. B.

arner, Lovse. Ankles, with Loretta
Young and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.. The
Other Tomorrow. with Billie Dove
Strictly Modern, with Dorothy Mackalill;
Son of the Gods with Richard Barthel-
mess; In the Neft Room, with Jack
Mulhall and Lila Lee; Murder Will Out,
With Jack Mulhall and Lila Lee; The Flirt-
,iftg Widow, with Dorothy Mackaill; A No-
torious Affair, with Billle -Dove: Show
Girl in HoZlywood with Alice White and
Jack:' Mulhall; Song of the Flame, with
an all-star cast; Bride of the Regiment,
with an all-star cast; Back Pay, with
Corinne Griffith; Spring Is Here, with
Bernice Claire and Alexander Gray.

PRESENTATION NOTES <

HAN HANKE, popular classical pianist,
who has been one of the attractions at
the Paramount, New York, for past two
years with his daily recitals on the loge
floor and ‘occasionally in the smoking
Iounge, had a pleasant substitute “in
Luclile Peterson last week, who- enter-
tained the patrons with her pianistic and
warbling numbers in the cozy smoking
room. She is scheduled to return to the
theater In'a few weeks.
: ro -

THEY’RE OFF closes at St. Louls
February 8. The Mardi Gras, Publix
unit, will jump Cleveland and Columbus
engagements and play the Chicago, Chi-
cago, February 7. Another unit prepar-

ing to do some high juggling work in its .

ttinerary, is the Anniversary Show, which
plays ‘the Michigan this week, and may
go into a Chicago house following All
is far from quiet on the Publix Mid-
West front, it seems. The peripatetic
'performers must just love these last-
minute changes . /

L

| SOPl*IE TUCKER seems to be a peren-
nial favorite in Chicago, judging from
the numerous return engagements she
plays there. This time the expansive
and husky ‘“scorch” warbler plays a two-
week engagement and commenced at the.
Oriental this week, and jumps the fgl-
lowing week to the Marbro, after which
comes & seven days’ sojourn at the Fish-
er, Detroit

—— e ——

S RENE RIANO the well-known vaude-
ville comedienne. and the Cheerleaders,
a musical and dancing aggregation,
which' has recently been touring in a
Fanchon & Marco unit, and Du Calion
.have all been signed to appear in & new
Publix; unit which opened January .30
at the Olympla; New Haven. N f

.Chicago houses.

OLYN LANDICK, female impersonator,
joins the Publix unit, Novelties. . Boyce
Combe, the English comedian, is out.

MOVIE STARES are more and more
taking to stage engagements. The latest
Hollywood queen to “appear in person” is
Lupe Velez, whose vivid interpretations
of Latin heroines have made her porular
with screen audiences. Lupe is playing
Paramount -theaters in the Midwest.
' Since she hag already appeared in pres-
entation houses in New ¥York and the
East, 1t {8 not probable that she will re-
furn dates at these latter houses.

TIP TOPPERS, Publix, will play the
Earle Theater instead of the Mastbaum
when' 1t comes to Philadelphia on its cir-
cuit tour February 27. Stanley Twins
and Helen Nafe have joined the unit.

SO MANY topsy turvy changes have
occurred recently in the schedule of Pub-
lix units that only a ieporter with
clairvoyant propensities can keep up
with them. The Mdich Box Revie 18
ncw penciled- to close at the Michigan,
Detroit. S8how the may yct vlay the
Boston will be without
a Publix unit week of February 14.

"EDDIE HILL\ joins the Jazz Preferred,
Publix unit, this week at the Brooklyn,
Paramount, while Kendall Capps jolns
it at Jerséy City the following week.

THAT FAMOUS muslical aggregation,
considered by many as one of the out-
standing jazz bands in the country,
Waring’s Pennsylvantans, will play the
Paramount, Toledo, January' 31, and the
Denver, Denver, February 13,: Willlam

7 Price War ;;5".'
May Develop

T
N1} 4
p |

Overseatzng conditions in
Portland, Ore., lead Music
Box to cut admission h’a{fa

»
TP

|

PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 35.—The first
price cut among first-class show houges
in Portland due to overseating condi-
tions came last week when John Ham.- *
rick’s Music Box Theater slashed its :
admission price one-half with seats avails -
able at all times and on any day for 26 -
cents for adults and 10 cents for chil-
dren. Loge seats are 50 cents. 4

Portland” has a total of eight ﬁrst-
class down-town show houses with a 'to=
tal seating capacity of approxln:ua.telyJ
13,000. Forty additional surburban and
second and third-rate down-town thea-
ters bring the total seating capacity: ot
Portland motion picture houses to 88,909
When it is estimated that there are pro‘b-
ably only about 100,000 paid admissions
to Portland theaters within a period of
a week, overseating conditions are readily
understood. The Lost Zeppelin was the
first attraction at the Music Box upder
the new policy. The theater has a seat-
ing capacity of 2,000, only a few of whloh'
are loge seats. X ,:.l

It is felt here that Hamrick’s new
policy may seriously affect the admission.
prices of other Portland theaters. , The:
policy, however, 18 in accord' with that
shown by Hamrick since his opening'in

‘Portland several years ago when prices

lower than those of other standard
houses were adopted. ) 3

Mansfield Goes Mov1e
With German Talkie ' Rl

‘56
NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — Last Frlday

night another legitimate theater went

movie when a German dialog film, pro:
duced in Germany, was offered at the
Mansfield Theater at $2 top.

The legitimate theaters now housing
movies are Astor, Globe, Central, Cri-
terion, Earl Carroll, Galety, George M.
Cohan, Selwyn and during the spring
and summer the Harris and [Times
Square. P

vl.l

Belle Bennett Picked . %;a
For “Courage’ Lead -

»“W

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — Belle Bennett
has been selected for the leading roledn
Courage, which was played by Janet
Beecher on the stage.

Warners also announce the selection of
Marion Nixon for the role of the daiigh=
ter, while Carter de Haven, Jr., will have
one of the important roles. What aboﬁt
Frankie Darro for the. Junior Durkln
role?. & %

'

L]

“U” Renews Contract

NEW YORK, Jan. 37—Universal’ has
renewed the contract of Winifred Eaton
Reeve, scenario writer. Reeve recently
adapted Carnival for Mary Nolan. | =~
\

Laemmle’s Niece/in Film" ..

HOLLYWOOD, Jan.27.—Beth Laemmle,
niece of Carl Laemmle, has been assignhed
a dance number in Paul Whiteman's
King of the Jazz. For stage purposes
this young lady has changed her narhe
to Carla Laemelle.

e k4
-y 3 'Q

To Direct “The Storm?> +

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 27.—William \Wyler
has been chosen by Universal to ‘direct
The Sterm. Wyler’s brother, Robert, will
also be in the company in the .J‘capacity

. of production manager of' the unlt
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“Their Own Desire”’

(METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER)
At the Capitol Theater

There are so many disagreeable traits
of character in the main roles of this
production that the picture ds a whole is
disappointing. Norma Shearer is starred
and the supporting cast is adequate and
most acceptable. It is the story that is
the chief fault. One of those things
that is not pleasing in spite of its happy
ending, which seemed rather forced.

It is a story of modernism in the
upper circles—a story of divorcing hus-
bands and wives, the strange actions of
their stranger children, and the rather
forced coincidence that throws the two
leading characters together and has them
palling around, necking and practically
becoming engaged before they learn each
other’s last name. That’s rather forcing
a point without, a certain identity as to
whom one is about to marry. :

‘At the start we find a husband and
wife, Lewis Stone and Belle Bennett, on
the verge of separation. Hubby, an
author, has become infatuated with an-
other lady, who is divorcing her husband
80 as to be able to marry Stone. Norma
Shearer is the daughter of the first
couple, the idol of her father’s eye and
who can see where his infatuation is
leading him, even tho her mother is
blind to it. The break comes and
daughter, after severely criticizing dad,
goes with her mother. At a lake resort
where mother is awaiting the time to
apply for divorce the girl meets a boy
who introduces himself only as Jack.
Love develops in spite of the fact that
daughter has sworn off of all ' men on
account of the way her dad treated his
wife. But the boy is a forceful lad and
soon Norma has weakened. Just as they
are about.to become engaged she learns
he I8 the son of the woman her father
is to marry and who caused the family
disruption, which would make her step-
mother her mother-in-law. She re-
nounces the boy after her own mother
protests against the marriage, tho she
does see him for a last time. In the wee
sma’ hours of the morning they take a
canoe across the lake to their trysting
place and returning are caught in a
storm. The report goes out that they
have drowned. Dad . comes back to
search for the bodies and in an airplane
discovers them alone on a beach. It all
ends hapily and proves much ado about
nothing.

Only in the manner in which the char-
acters have been brought to the screen
does the story have any interest at all.
Miss Shearer is excellent as Lally, an
undecided flapper, while Robert Mont-
gomery scores in the role of the boy.
Belle Bennet has another one of those
weeping roles, but the character is so
thoroughly inconsistent that one has
little sympathy for her. lLewis Stone is
nicely cast in a rather small role.

The picture was directed by E. Mason
Hopper, with James Forbes handling the
stage direction. Some excellent scenes of
the storm on the lake, the battle of the
boy and girl with the waves after they
lose their canoe and their final rescue
have been nicely handled. The addition
of sound has helped accentuate the storm
scenes. A picture that will hold interest
in spite of its incongruities, tho it's
hardly one that the average audience will
relish. H. D. S.

““Across the World With

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Johnson”’

(TALKING PICTURES EPICS, INC.)
At George M. Cohan Theater

Accompanied on part of their trip by
three Boy Scouts, these famous explorers
and animal hunters have turned out an
interesting and unique production.
While some of the shots have been seen
in some of their other pictures, this pro-
duction incorporates the choice scenes
from past productions and in addition
offers a world of new material that is
both entertaining and interesting, even
if it is at times a little revolting.

There are moments in the picture that
are thrilling, others that are vastly in-
structive, and others, while abhorrent in
the showing of the savage habits of the
strange people of these strange lands,
are thoroly interesting. Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson are animal hunters with the
camera rather than with the gun, never
shooting unless it is for self-protection.
On account of this they have managed

to get some unusual shots of wild ani-
mals that are wunusually intriguing.
Among these is found a sequence that
shows hundreds of wilder beasts and
zebras, stretching across the plains as
far as qye can see, as they tramp to a
more fertile country following a drought
in their native habitat.

The party first visits the Solomon
Islands, where we meet the cowardly
head hunters. Then on the Langa Langa
lagoon with its devil-devil worshipers,
where we witness one of their odd re-
ligious ceremonies. On to the pygmy
land. and then to the New Hebrides with
its numerous ferocious savages, said to
be cannibaiistic, and they certainly look
it. Thru the Big Numbers Territory,
where we nieet the monkey people.

The secoud half of the picture is taken
up with the animal scenes. Crossing the
Indian Ocean, the party sails down the
Victoria Nile to Middle Africa. where
there are numerous interesting shots of
crocodiles, .elephants, white rhinos,,
giraffes, zebras, gazelles, cheeters and,
lastly, lions, which are caught devouring
their prey, which had been planted so
that the camera could catch them in
closeups. Mrs. Johnson is forced to Kill
a couple of lions, while her husband
slaps a charging rhino. a few feet from
the camera. This latter part of the trip
is made together with the three BOy
Scouts—Robert Douglas, Jr.; Douglas L.
Oliver and David R. Martin, Jr. °

The picture has been synchronized
with an interesting talk by Mr. John-
son, and a slight continuity thread Is
run thru the various travel reels. At
the start the Johnsons are entertaining
a number of friends at their home and
showing them scenes they had filmed
during their trip. This paves the way
for introducing the film to the audi-
ence. Conversation while the picture is
on, particularly that of one of the Boy
Scouts as he seems to comment natgrally
on his various thrills, adds a vast inter-
est to the production. _

As good as any of the travel-wild
animal pictures, and this one has been
given a certain dignified importance by
the addition of talk. H.D. S

“Take the Heir”’

(BIG G FILMS, DISTR.)
At Loew’s New York

Edward Everett Horton is featured In
this indie production. Lloyd Ingraham
directed, and the cast includes Edythe
Chapman, Frank Elliot, Otis Harlan and
Dorothy Revier. Typical grind fodder,
which . the daily changé houses should
eat up.

Stupid gags, weak plot and general
run-down-at-the-heel manner of prodgc-
tion. Concerns the posing of an English
lord by his valet, Ed Horton, so that
the rich American fortune may be quick-
ly forthcoming. Horton,,as the English
peer, falls for the attractive maid, while
the 'rich girl makes a play for him.
Finally everything is straightened out
after much ado about nothing.

Picture 18 synchronized with that
malignant evil cropping up agaln, worse
than ever, an original theme song. This
occurs thruout the picture, which
would in its silent form have made an
excellent sleep-producing instrument.

Horton's droll manner 1s wasted here
in a slough of second-hand slap-stick
gags. - Frank Elliott as the hypochondriac
Englishman manages to give a decent
performance, well sensed and conceived,
that is, for such productions.

Otis Harlan is the lustering and
awkward American. Picture should please
grind audiences. S. M. S.

“Up the Congo”
(FIRST DIVISION)
At the Cameo

It is too bad that this picture had to
be seen directly following a .similar plc-
ture that opened for a run as an ad-
vanced-price attraction. Comparisons
are sald to be odious, but it is natural
with such similar pictures following one
another that they should creep in.

The picture shown at the Cameo Iis
presented by Alice M. O’Brien, of Min-
neapolis, Minn.,, who made the ftrip in
company with another lady and several
photographers. They carried numerous
native guides and managed to get a se-
ries of interesting shots. The animal

scenes are all good, but appear rather
mediocre when compared to the other
production.

This expedition made the trip thru the
Belgian Congo and down into the mid-
dle sections of Africa, going straight
across the Continent from shore to
shore. The trip is made by motor truck,
steamship, train, ferry and foot. Vari-
ous interesting native villages are shown
with their saucer-lipped girls, their gia?t
chiefs and pygmy characters. Native
dances are presented together with odd
customs of the villagers. Perhaps the
most Interesting shot is the one show-
ing the cfforts of the natives to reach
a fish trap in the rapids by way of a
canoe.

The picture is accompanied by a lec-
ture delivered by an unseen speaker.
This lends an added interest and elimi-
nates all subtitles, footage being entirely
devoted to the photographic record of
the expedition. H. D. S.

‘Woman Who Was Forgotten’

(STATE CINEMA)
At Loew’s . New York

Belle Bennett, in the role of an ancient
school teacher who has sacrificed her
life to the teaching of others, who in
the end is rewarded for her labors after
it seemed she was destined for the poor-
house, is featured in this production.

Miss Bennett overacts her part the
whole way thru the production. While
her role is a natural one, it is partly
spoiled by her performance.

The story is that of a teacher who
saves the local banker’s son from jail,
and in doing so loses her job. The boy
and girl in the story get together a large
number of her former pupils and a fund
is raised that will assure her independ-
ence for life.

The production was made primarily as
& propaganda medium for the raising
of funds for the home for the aged
teachers in Washington. Any exhibitor
who cares to donate part of his receipts
can secure the aid of all local clubs in
making this production a go. A national
tieup has been effected and it will be-
hoove the theater playing it to get all
the backing it can.

The sound is okeh, and while it lends
itself to exploitation it’s poor fare. :

: J. F. L.

“Harmony at Home”
(FOX)
‘At Loew’s New York .

One of the best light comedy dramas
seen in quite some time. A homely
spun yarn of the struggling middle-class
family, this keen little trifle packs a
mean wallop where human-interest
touches are concerned. Furthermore,
the bickering and noisy members of the
slightly = class ' conscious family are
enacted by a perfect set of performers.
William Collier, Sr., that grand and
finished stage comedian, lends his fine
artistry to the role of the father. Col-
lier is as good a dispenser of broad com-
edy as they come, and here his work is
no exception. He plays the bread win-
ner, continually upset by the trivial and
obstreperous actions of his brood, ex-
cellently Besides his voice registers
splendidly on the mike, and it is with
high hopes that his next appearance
on the talking screen will be looked
forward to.

Harry Delf wrote the story, which is
an adaptation from his humorous stage
play, The Family Upstairs, and which
has also served to supply merriment to
Keith audiences on the vaude. stage as
Any Family. Edwin Burke has prepared
the dialog for the screen, doing a good
piece of work, none of the keen and
slightly ironic overtones .of the original
being lost.

Margaret Chirchill is the young lady
who has reached her majority without
having plucked a husband, much to the
distress of her mother. This young girl

has a neat personality and a good voice
delivery. Rex Bell is her ultimate
sweetheart, and the boy is well cast.

Elinor Patterson catches the essence of /
the scheming mother, who, tho she
really means well, just can’t make her
mouth behave. Charles Eaton is the
young indolent son, while Dixie Lee is
his hot-footed dancing partner. Swell

fare for general picture audiences.
S. M. SO

“Seven Days Leave”

(PARAMOUNT)
At the Paramount Theater

Sir James M. Barrvie's The Old Lady
Shows Her Medals has been faithfully
produced in this production, with Gary
Cooper and Beryl Mercer in the leading
roles.

The original story has been religiously
followed and no love interest other than
that of the old charwoman for her make-
believe son is incorporated. The piece 1is
filled with humor and pathos that will
more than satisfy the customers and
cause the ladies to shed many alligator
tears. '

Beryl Mercer, as a scrubwoman, can do
nothing to help her government in the
war but scrub floors in one of the govern-
ment buildings. She reads where there
is a boy fighting in a Scottish regiment
with the same name as her own and she
immediately spreads the word that he is
her son . so she can associate with other
women who have relatives fighting in
France. She also sends the boy cakes
and writes him letters under ancther
name and pretends to be a young lady
who 1is in love with him. |

Gary Cooper, as the  Scottish soldier
in France, is a coward and wounds him-
self to get seven days leave in London
so that he might visit the ‘“young” lady
who has been writing him. His com-
mander allows the boy to go, thinking
that the leave and his commander’'s con-
fidence will make him a better fighter
when he returns.

Cooper goes to London, where he meets
the old lady, and after wrangling for a
while agrees to stay with her at her
home and let her pretend that he is her
son. The boy means to desert and not
go back to the front. In a fight at the
“pub” he tells a couple of “M. P.’s” what
he thinks about .the whole thing, and
the old lady on hearing it is heart-
broken. The boy has no family connec-
tions and now realizes what he means to
her and returns to the front after in-
forming the military authorities that she
is his next of kin so that she may get a
pension and not have to work.

At the front the boy is a changed man.
He fights like all good Scotsmen and
lives to hear from his adopted mother
back in London. The boy goes over the
top and is killed and the ‘mother back
home really feels that she has done
gomething for her king and country.

Gary Cooper portrays his best role
since his bit in Wings in this production.
Not only is he convincing, but his man-
nerisms are highly commendable and he
leaves nothing to be desired. Beryl
Mercer is in a much better role than the
one assigned her in Three Live Ghosts
and bids well to being one of the leading
character women of the future. Espe-
cial credit should be given Daisy Bel-
more, Nora Cecil and Tempe Piggette as
cocharwomen of Beryl Mercer. In their
English way they furnish a great deal of
comedy and chraacter that could not be
improved on.

Richard Wallace is credited with being
the director and has turned in an excel-
lent job. Naturally the sound, with a
great deal of English and “Limey” dia-
lect, would not be altogether under-
standable. As it is it’s very good and in
no way handicaps the production.

This is one feature that will play to
success thruout America in a big way
and is worth a two-a-day showing in
England. J. F. L.

“Because I Love You?”

(AMERICAN GENERAL FILM CO.)
At the Mansfield Theater

The initial talking German picture
imported from abroad proves to be a
fairly successful production, with its
technical merits fair superior to the
poorly developed story. The sound re-
cording, while more or less kept down
to hushed tones, is unusually clear and
modulated, and the mechanical lisp and
sharpness of so many American products
is entirely missing. This is the film’'s
chief wvirtue. for other than a charming
performance by the popular German ac-
tress, Mady Christians, it turns out to
be a dragged-out and conventional yarn
of the back-stage variety. For fully two
reels, while one hears the synchronized
musical score, the human voices are
mute, yet going thru the lip motions of
speaking. This is very strange—produces
a funny effect on the puzzled audience.
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But in every other respect the recording
is good. especially the synchronization
score, and well worked into the body of
the story.

The plot is a rambling drawn-out
aflair and rather loosely directed: The
actress, after her one momentous mad
hour with her lover and leading man,
firds she is really in love with her hus-
band. For his sake and her child’'s she
tries to drive away the jolly tenor only
to have her husband learn about her
indiscretion. He denounces her and takes
the baby away from her care. The ac-
tiess plays small parts until she is again
given the leading role. " In a final effort
to see her child, she steals into the hus-
band’'s home and fondles her baby. The
husband at last realizes his injustice to
her and is willing for the reconciliation.
German audiences will no doubt cat this
up. S. M. SANDERS.

“After the Verdict”

(INTERNAT’L ‘PHOTOPLAYS DISTR.)
At the Little Picture House

A verbose and phlegmatic film full of
plot and counterplot, and very unin-
teresting is this English. picture, After
the Verdict. Film {s an adaptation of a
Robert Hichens novel and couldn’t have
been a poorer story for screen material.
In- long-drawn-out titles the agony and
experiences of the three-cornered love
romance is told. In this day and age
of talkies these seem like a curious relic
of some past era. :

Warwick Ward, who was excellent in
Variety., is the game hunter who meets
up with a strange experience in India.
Suffering from malaria, the maimed
hunter is nursed to health by an
English woman who, tho married, is in-
fatuated with him. The man remains
her lover until she demands the pair plot
against her husband. On returning to
England he becomes engaged to the
sweetheart of his best friemd. On the
eve of the engagement party the woman
from India shows up and demands to
see him at her home. She is murdered
by a mysterious person, with all guilt
pointing to her former lover. He Iis
finally acquitted by some last-minute
proof of his innocence and is left free
to wed the “international tennis player”,
whom he loves.

Olga Tschechova, who has appeared
here before in English films, is the
buxom heroine and racket wielder. She
is really the spirit of ennui.
Galeen directed the production, some-
thing of which he should be ashamed
of admitting. Neat synchronization.

For double-feature grinds only.
S. M. S.

“The Demon of the Steppes”

(AMKINO)
At the Film Guild Cinemea

A very poorly produced Russian film,
hampered and made lopsided by an in-
jection of unadulterated Soviet.propa-
ganda. Picture deals with a returning
sailor who, inspired by the addresses of
Lenin and other Bolsheviks -in the
streets, becomes inflamed against the
imperial government and subsequently
one of the leaders of the revolution. He
is given a commandership in the Red
Army and stationed in a Cossack region.
Here his adventures with a diabolical
Cossack woman form the main part of
the story. The female in person is com-
pletely a wildcat, and her individual
bumpings off of the Reds account for
more deaths in the revolutionary forces
than the entire decimation of her con-
freres put together. Wearing a wretched
makeup and affecting a strained and
cruel demeanor, this modern Lucrezia
Borgia manages to win the affections of
the devout Red leader until he learns
that she has betrayed him all the while.
Then she is summarily shot, but not
before she -displays that grand and
wanton deﬁaléce to her executioners.

The photography Is ordinary, with
none of the dynamic cinematographic
technique so 'vitally.applied by the Rus-
sians in many of their betfer produc-
tions. Furthermore, the print is neg-
ligible, giving the screening a blurred
and vague appearance.

Might go over in houses catering to
pro-Soviets, but will hardly do for less
rabid and more entertainment-seeking
patrons, S. M. 8.

Henrik

= Sound Shorts

‘“The Three Diamonds”’

(UNIVERSAL)

STYLE—Musical comedy sketch.
TIME—Twenty" minutes.

~This is the best of the series of mu-

sical] comedies that the Rooneys have
made for Universal. Again we see the
famous' trio performing the specialties
for which they are noted. Pat, Sr.,
does his excellent clog dancing, while
the clever Pat, Jr.,, is becoming more
and more a finished all-round performer.
He has also acquired a stage ease and
assurance that aids his work im-
measurably.

The Rooneys are presented in a short
that has more plot than usual. At 2
party the wife loses her diamond brace-
let. Pat’s attempts to track down the
thief are very amusing, allowing this
exuberant clown to get in a Iot of neat
comedy work. Finally he is taken to
court, where, after showing the sergeant
that he really is a son of the first Pat
Rooney with his singing of the old-time
favorites of his father, he goes free.

Pat Rooney III gets in some neat
hoofing. while his warbling of If I Had
You seéms rather forced.

A short that should be popular with
family houses. S. M. S.

““Beach Babies”

(PATHE)

STYLE—Talking comedy.
SCENE—Beach.
TIME—Seventeen minutes.

This is one of the funniest and most
enjoyable of the shorts yet produced by
Pathe. Concerns the sheikish attempts
of a corpulent collegian to make a
comely bathing beauty. His experiences
are for naught, however, as an extremely
precocious and nuisance-brewing child
continues to pest him thruout his con-
versation with the attractive blonde.
The lines are laughable, and)\ the situa-
tions created by the harassed youth
trying to stave off the clinging kid
makes for some swell comedy.

Evelyn Knapp is the pretty girl, while
the names of the clever boy friend and
the child who bothers him escaped the
reviewer’s attention.

Should prove a winner in all sound
houses. S. M. S.

“Miser From Bleak House”’

(GENERAL TALKING PICTURES)

STYLE—Character study.
TIME—Nine minutes.

Bransby Williams offers a Study of the
principal character from Dickens’ novel,
Bleak House. His recital is done alone
with three imaginary characters in the
same room that are never seen.

Williams’ name with that of Dickens’
should draw, and it is certain that
Williams® performance will more than
Pplease.

Well suited for the better type houses.

Recording okeh. J: Py L.

“Kisses and Kurses”’
(UNIVERSAL)

STYLE—Animated cartoon.
TIME—Seven minutes.

This short is a burlesque on both
Showboat and Uncle’s Tom’s Cabin. It
is exceptionally well done, with the Tom
burlesque being done as a performance
aboard the showboat.

One gets the impression that Uncle
Carl is determined to get as much out
of the production cost of Showboat as
possible. The calliope recordings from
that production are used in this short.
A couple of new gags are introduced that
make this cartoon one of the best yet
produced by Universal.

Recording okay. J. P. L.

“Sister’s Pest”’

(UNIVERSAL)
STYLE—Juvenile comedy.
TIME—Sixzteen minutes.

A Sunny Jim comedy that is fair. The
kKid 1s constantly in his mother's way
around the house, and is sent with his
sister to a picnic after his mother gets
a hurried call to leave the house. On
the picnic the kid continues to worry
everyone until he traps a couple of rob-
bers trying to dig up money they have
buried on the picnic grounds.

The outdoor sequence is one of the
hest parts of the production. It is pho-
tographed in such a way that one gets
the desire to go swimming or picnicking.
This production is okay for the kids, but
not much else.

Sound okay. J. F. L.

“Happy Golf”
(PATHE)

STYLE—Grantland Rice Sportlight.
TIME—Seven minutes.

In which Alex\.Morrison attacks the
temperament of the average golfer. The
short, from the golfer’s viewpoint, is ex-
tremely interesting, and for this reason
alone, as we are reliably informed that
30 per cent of the American populace
plays golf, it should prove a howling
success.

Morrison takes the audience thru the
many mistakes the average duffer makes
and explains the fundamentals of a good
player. So well does the Pinehurst pro-
fessiona] sell his stuff that there should
be many new converts to the game after
seeing this production. This is a de-
sirable subject for all theaters except
those catering to the lower order.

Sound excellent. i ke o

“The Royal Four Flush”

(UNIVERSAL)
STYLE—Chapter play.
TIME—Fourteen minutes.

Another of Universal’s. Sporting Youth
Series. As per usual, the none-too-good

sweetie in the picture is dared to do

something and does it, despite the pro-
tests of her boy friend. This time it is
to interview an Indian Prince. The
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Prince is robbed. and the girl recovers
the jewel and wins the interview.

As usual, the action of the story is
far-fetched and the performance is so
unconvincing that it appears ridiculous.
The outdcor shots are the best part of
this production.

The recording is okay, but it 1s hard
to remember when a more asinine series
of chapter plays were produced. The
exhibitor that plays this series is only
inviting complaints from Rhis patrons.

J. F. L.

\ . ““Satires”’
(VITAPHONE NO. 848)

STYLE—Musical skits.
TIME—Ten minutes.

John T. Wheeler and Vivian Oakland
again offer various little comedy satires
which are entertaining. Opening num-
ber is a cleverly indulged in burlesaue
on the mystery play, with the pair, as-
sisted by third party, getting over some
keen laughs with their mystery takeoffs.

Next they give a burlesque on the
singing teams of former days. This is
neatly done and also allowing Miss
Oakland to display her good pipes.

Mostly for metropolitan audiences.
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SHOWS

Paramount, New York

Tip Toppers is the title of the stage
show at the Paramount this week. In-
cluded on the bill with Harry Richman,
guest m. c., are Norton and Haley, the
Stanley Twins, Harry and Grace Dixon,
Helen Nase and Fred Evans’ dancing spe-
cialists, composed of six boys and girls.

The Stanley Twins and Norton and
Haley are the bill’s best bets. The twins
do a very difficult dance routine that
wins plenty of applause, while Norton and
Haley do a gag act that is well received.
Harry Richman sings in a nice way and
registers fairly well. He would have gone
over much bigger had it not been that
the customers. were expecting so much
after all the Richman-Bow publicity that
has been spread around recently. Harry
and Grace Dixon do the same Spanish
barlesque number they did two weeks
ago at the Roxy. Well received. It
seems that the Publix officials are at-
tempting to buy all acts that have played
downtown opposition houses and have
them play directly afterward at the
Paramount.

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford offer three
numbers at the organ that are very well
received. This team 1is about the only
standard thing about the entire Para-
mount Theater and certainly most con-
sistently the best.

Whole show not up to standard.

J. P. L.

Capitol, New York

Athletics and various sports are fea-
tured in this week’s presentation, titled
Gym-Jams, featuring a number of former
players who have appeared on the vaude-
ville stage in addition to Bobby Wal-
thour, Jr., the ‘“bike” chambp.

At the start the Chester Hale Girls are
discovered in front of a gym where Nat
Nazarro, Jr., acting as master of cere-
monies, invites them in to put them
thru their paces. They do a hurdle
number, ride bicycles and s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>