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MUSIC-SHOWMANSHIP, et al

Music is the trail that leads ALL the way through the
Amusement Business.

We mention “All the way” because The Billboard alone
travels the trail ALL the way.

There are Radio papers, for instance, that go along with
Music so far as Radio goes. There are Motion Picture papers
that deal with Music in 2 limited way. Then there are the
Music papers which, strangely enough, confine themselves
mostly to news of dance orchestras.

Musical Comedy, Burlesque, Repertoire and Tabloid,
which claim no exclusive trade papers of their own, depend
upon The Billboard for vital news of their particular fields.

Then there is the great outdoor realm of show business,
made up of Circuses, Amusement Parks, Fairs and Expositions,
Carnivals, etc., which play no small part in the use and sale

of Music.

Last but not least is the Automatic Phonograph Industry,
which has perhaps done more to step up the royalties on music
discs than any other single factor in show business.

So what! Just this: Isn’t show business the sum total of
ALL the branches of the amusement business? Then show-
manship, real showmanship, can be no greater than the show-
man'’s familiarity with ALL the branches of show business.

Only real showmen, and those who can ap-
preciate real showmanship when they see it, know

- T ‘ how much the outdoor amusement business means

to the indoor, and how the two of them are in-

}

: separably linked together. It is in the outdoor
l field that showmen are both born and made, and
|

-------- it is there that the red blood of showmanshipq

) flows and the true pulse of showmanship beats.

' The Billboard alone LEADS the way, and ALL
| the way through ALL the branches of the amuse-
ment business. It brings you each week ALL the

------- | rews of ALL the shows and presents this news

EVERY WEEK in ONE paper,

“The World’s Foremost Amusement Weekly.”
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WOULD CODE CANVAS SHOWS

I.a West Gets
Top Pix Cash

Actress® earnings in 1935
second only to those of V.
R. Hearst in all industries

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Movie stars,
crooners, gals with sex appeal and men
who kiss them, together with the moguls
who are responsible for putting all this
on the screen. are the highest paid folk
in the United States, according to a
Treasury report released to Congress
Wednesday. Topping all talent and in-
dustrial classifications, however, is Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst, whose 8services
in various capacities during 1935 netted
him a cold $500.000. Mae West follows
him closely, with $488,833.

Marlene Dietrich, actress with the
legs, cornered some $368,000. W. R.
Sheehan, president of Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox Corporation, staved the wolf
from his door with $344,230: Bing Cros-
by, boo-boo-boo boy who grows bashful
when Mischa Levitsky plays on his pro-
gram, pocketed $318,907; Charlie Chaplin
twirled his cane at $280.000; the late
Will Rogers garnered $258,000; ¥Fred
Astaire made $127.875; Katharine Hep-
burn, $121.672; Joe E. Brown, $173.438;
Irving Berlin, $150,000; Stan Laurel,
$156.2668; Pandro S. Berman, $138.852;
the late Irving Thalberg, $151,762; Paul
Whiteman, $242.472: Rudy Vallee, $166,=
848: Sidney R. Kent, $167.310; Gary
Cooper, $261,138: Spyros Skouras, $189,-
500; Charles P. Skouras, $176.500: Wil-
liam Le Baron, $227.487; Ernst Lubitsch,
$260,000; Eddie Cantor. $150,000; Roy
Del Ruth, $206333: Warner Baxter,
$203,000; Lewis Milestone, $223,700; Carl
Laemmle, $159.000, and Janet Gaynor,

' 8169750, And there are many, many
more. .

Compared with these, salarles patd
radio notables are generally chicken
feed. Willlam 8. Paley, however, re-
ceived $169.097 as president of Columbia
Broadcasting System, and David Sarnoff,
president of Radio Corporation of
America, got $75,000.

Heavy Demand for
World’s Fair Space

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—In a talk before
the Brooklyn Traffic Club Thursday
(7Y Grover Whalen, president of the
New York World's Fair of 1939, dis-
closed that “no fewer than 5.000 applica-
tions” have already been received for
concession privileges and that approxi-
mately 1.100 prospcctive exhibitors have
already visited the fair headquarters in
the Empire State Building to make first-
hand contacts. No concession contracts
have yet been signed. nor will there be
for another six months, according to
present plans of the committee.

This large interest. Whalen satd, gives
definite advanece indication that the size
and scope of the fair will set new rec-
ords in international expositions. Every
activity of the fair. he reported. is up
to or ahead of schedule. and considering
the fact that opening date is still more
than two years away. the corporation
should have ample time to complete
preparations. Whalen also urged sup-
port of the campaign for the sale of
$27.829.500 bonds to meet pre-fair cost
of construction and development.

Fame!

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Wally Wolyniec,
guard on the WPA Federal Theater project
here, is hiding his notable past under a
bushel basket. He’s a former Olympic
champion, having taken first place with
the 400-meter relay swimming team in
1928 when the games were held in Ant-
werp. His confreres were Duke Kahana-
moku, now mayor of Honolulu, and Johnny
Weismuller and Buster Crabbe, both suc-
cessful movie stars. Wolyniec Is a gradu-
ate of University of California, holds B.S.S.
and B.A. degrees, is a member of Phl
Beta Kappa and Sword and Penman, hon-
orary fraternities, was mentioned for the
all-American football team and during
1927-°29 was national Intercollegiate
heavyweight wrestling champion.

Amusement and Sales Tax Brings

Newton Makes Plea for Gigantic
Organization for That Purpose

Says each branch of outdoor traveling show business
could have separate association within organization if
desired—feels confident new form of NRA coming

CINCINNATI, Jan. 11.—Feeling confident that this country is in line for a
new form of NRA, Willlam Newton Jr., co-manager of the Walter L. Main Circus,
makes a plea to owners and managers of all transient outdoor amusement enter-
prises to get together immediately and form a gigantic organization for the purpose
of drawing up codes, and not wait until the government sets a deadline and this
work has to be done in an unorganized way. and perhaps haphazardly because of
lack of time. Each branch of outdoor show business could have its own assoclation,

Public Protests in the South

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 9.—The sales tax
question continued to rock the legis-
latures of nearly a half dozen Southern
States as the public begins to turn

against the ever-mounting taxation costs,

of doing business and enjoying amuse-
ments of all kinds.

This week a crowd estimated at about
5.000 marched on Montgomery, Ala-
bama's capital. in protest to the proposed
2 per cent general sales tax and amusee
mzant tax bill in the Legislature and to
ask that the recently enacted 11, per
cent tax on gross sales and amusements
be nullified. While the march went
on legal talent went into the courts to
ask that the gross tax be invalidated

Federal Theater

at once. The dailies of the State are
leading the fight against the tax.

Governor Leche of Louisiana has been
asked to quit because of dissatisfaction
over Louistana’s sales tax of 4 per cent
fin New Orleans and 2 outside the
city. The governor refuses to drop out
and even intimates that he will soon
hold another session of the Legislature
to increase the taxation.

The few Arkansas legislators willing
to discuss their views on re-enactment of
the retail sales tax of 2 per cent are
nearly four to one against any move-
ment to increase the levy and a num-
ber of others say they will vote for

(See TAX BRINGS on page 6)

in Illinois

Spends Over Million in Year

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Production costs of
Federal Theater units in Illinois in 1936,
the first year of their operation,
amounted to $1.151.420, according to fig-
ures released by E. Kendall Davis, State
director of theater projects, this week.
These figures are the first analysis of
costs prepared anywhere since the WPA
began the projects, it is said.

O Say, Can You Sing, musical review
that rehearsed for close to six months
before it opened at the Great Northern
Theater. has cost $55.042 to date, this
project employing some 250 people. Ac-
cording to reports, the show has grossed

$3.794, at $1.10 top, since it opened De-
cember 11.

Costs of the American Repertoire
Theater unit at the Blackstone Theater,
under the direction of Harry Minturn,
total $114,595, which includes $32.677 for
expenses other than labor. This unit,
numbering 135 people. has produced
three successful shows. Three Wise Fools,
which ran from April 20 to June 13;
Broken Dishes, from June 15 to October
17, and It Can't Happen Here, which
closes January 23 with a run of 13
weeks., Future activities at this house
(See FEDERAL THEATER on page 6)
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but it is Newton’s idea to have the
parent organization appoint or elect a
committee representative of all to
ratify the code submitted.

In a letter to The Billboard he outlines
his plan as follows:

“It looks as if we are going to have
another NRA. It may not be called
NRA, but the purpose and climax will
be the same. Anyway, what's In a name?
A rose called by any other name would
smell just as sweet, says Shakespeare.
In order that we may know what we
are talking about we will still call it
NRA. 0

“President Roosevelt, thru Mr. Berry,
is fast creating an organization under
which every corporation and even every
private industry must submit. This or-
ganization this time will knock the ball
for 2 home run and not be put out at
first base by the Supreme Court.

“The purpose of this letter is to in-
form outdoor showmen of all kinds that
this thing 1s brewing and. believe me, it
ts an extremely bad policy to put off

(See WOULD CODE on page 6)

French Exposition
Delegates Tour U. S.

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Marquis Melchior
de Polignac and Charles Millard, dele-
gates of the Franco-American committee
for the Paris Exposition of 1937, arrived
here January 7 to tour the United States
on a good-will campaign to encourage
American exhibitors. concesston operators
and showmen to participate in the forth-
coming French exposition, opening In
May of this year.

- Cities included in the tour are New
York, Washington, Dallas, Fort Worth,
Los Angeles. San Francisco, Kansas City,
St. Louis, Chicago and Cleveland. Short
stopovers will be made by the two
Frenchmen in other cities not definitely
listed as yet.

Bill Calls for Federal

Stadium in Washington

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9. — Washington
Circus Fans anre Keenly interested in a
bill introduced by Representative Cros-
by. of Pennsylvania, to appropriate
%1,000.000 for a new Federal Stadium.
If this is passed it will make possihle
the completion of the free circus lot
for which the James E. Cooper Top
has long planned in Washington. The
stadium will be large enough to hold
the Army-Navy cames and other im-
portant athletic events.

Frank Cook Very Il

SARASOTA, Fla., Jan. 9.—Frank Cook,
legal adjuster of the Ringling-Barnum
Circus. is seriously ill at Polytechnic
Hospital, New York, according to word
received here.




Fear Transfers

Prelude to Ax

Allied Theatrical Crafts
protest  curtailments =—
Pres. says needy to stay on

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—In a letter an-
swering =a protest by Representative
Willlam Sirovich, New York, Democrat,
President Roosevelt gave assurance that
all in need would be kept on the
various projects of the WPA., Federal
Theater workers are still jittery, how-
ever, and regard imminent transfers to
other projects merely a dodge which
will lead to final canning. Nothing in
this direction will be done, tho, until
the supervisors meet next week to mull
over the contemplated switching of
some 800 people. Meanwhile, committee
representing Allled Theatrical Crafts, or-
ganization composed of 21 AFL unions,
powwowed Colonel Brehon B. Somervell
Wednesday and protested curtailment,
on the ground that reabsorption of in-
digent workers by private industry has
not yet reached the theatrical field.
Commmittee further asked reopening of
placement bureaus to maintain quotas
by substituting qualified persons for
those discharged because of lack of
qualification. The Colonel agreed to all
this, but cautioned that everything de-
pends upon a Federal appropriation.

Spokesman for the committee was
Ralph Whitehead, executive secretary of
the American Federation of Actors.
Others present were Dorothy Bryant,
representing Chorus Equity: Paul Dull-
zell, Actors’ Equity; Fred Marshall,
scenic designers; Theodore Mitchell and
John McCarron, Assoclation of The-
atrical Agents and Managers; Tracey
Hubbard. trdveling WPA stagehands;
Mrs. D. Keating Nimmo, wardrobe
workers; Ivan Van Auw Jr, Authors’
League of America: Elizabeth Hoeppel,
Grand Opera Artists, and Messrs Feld-
man and Cokey, representing Mu-
sicians’ Local 802, and American News=
paper Guild.

Zarller In the week, Frank Gillmore,
Equity president, also met Somervell
and requested setting up a board com-
posed of representatives of Equity,
Actors’ Fund and other theatrical in-
terests to Investigate Federal Thgater
workers. Current investigation is in the
hands of the Emegency Rellef Bureau.
Somervell stated nothing could be done,
insofar as an exception would pave the
way for beefs by other WPA groups.

Variety project workers are currently
being quizzed to determine who can and
who cannot do a complete act. Those
who are able to do only bit parts in
production acts will be transferred to
other projects. In legit, the investiga-
tion is said to stress Equity membership
cards, all pcople having them suppos-
edly being safe from canning on the
grounds of being amateurs.

Newest quirk to pop up in the Fed-
eral Theater is the organization of con-
servatives to fight for the transfer of
Leftists, who are allegedly ruining the
entire project. Among those particu-
larly aimed at are Virgil Geddes, Ed-
ward Goodman, Morris Watson and
Stephen Karnot.

CONCORD, N. H,, Jan. 9.—Mary Har-
riet Head has been appointed direc-
tor of women's and professional projects
urider the WPA by Willlam P. Fahey,
State Administrator. Supervision will
include Federal music, dramsa, art,
writers, and other projects.

BRIDGEPORT, Jan. 9—After a close-

JCKET

RESERYED SEAT TICKETS
PAD STRIP TICKETS COUPON
BO0XS-RESTAURANT CHECKS

down for over a month, during which a
reorganization took place, the Federal
Theater Project in Bridgeport, Conn.. is
opening this week with a new play,
Cellini, written by Joseph Walsh, in
blank verse. It is Walsh's first play,
and its theme is the life of Benvenuto
Cellini, Florentine goldsmith, sculptor,
musician and soldier of fortune. The
high period of the Itallan Renaissance
forms the setting, with 10 stage sets,
unusual lighting effects and colorful
costumes. Walter Bradley Klavun, su-
pervising director of the local project,
will take the leading part of Cellint
and Charles Atkin will direct the pro-
duction.

SAN ANTONIO, Jan. 2.—With the of-
fering of Texas Unit of Federal Theater
chosen, rehearsals have been started
here. The play, The Good Old Summer
Time, had been casted after the local
showing of Taming of the Shrew. Title,
it is said, will probably be changed.

Two N. Y. Cafes
Settle With AFA

NEW YORK, Jan. 9—Picketing by
AFA of the American Music Hall and
Beachcombers Bar here since Sunday
ended today when the management of
the Beachcomber, Inc., which operates
both cafes, made a cash settlement of
the AFA's claim on behalf of 13 mem-
bers. Eleven acts involved claimed they
were locked out Sunday night even tho
they held a blanket AFA contract run-
ning until last night. Claiming unpaid
salaries for the acts for the two weeks
ended last night, the AFA began a pick-
eting campalgn and prepared suit. A
settlement was reached today involving
a total sum of #899. New show opens
January 23 and AFA shop continues.

“Mulatto”® Leaving Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Martin Jones’
Mulatto, headed by James Kirkwood,
closes at the Studebaker Theater Janu-
ary 16 and opens at the Cass Theater,
Detroit, the following day for one week
or longer. Jones, who is expected here
within a few days from New York, is
planning to produce Walkup, a melo-
drama of his own authorship, at the
Studebaker shortly. Equity bond for the
company has already been posted in
New York.

___SEND IN ROUTES—

The Route Department (appearing In this
lssue on Pages 32-34) ropresents one of
of the most Important functions that this paper
performs for the profassion. Certain listings are
obtainable only theu the consistent co-operation
of the performers and showmen Involved.

How about helping your frlends In thelir
efforts to locate you? This can be done only by
keeping THE B{LLBOARD Route Department
Informed of your whereabouts, and sufficiently
In advance to insure pubtication.

ALL ROUTE LISTINGS SHOULD BE
SENT TO ROUTE DEPARTMENT, BOX 872,
CINCINNATI, 0.

United Drug Tests
New Program Idea

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—First use of the
chain-letter theory as a merchandising
stunt in connection with a radio series
has been started by Rexall Drugs
(United Drug) on a test campaign on
‘WBZ and WBZA, Boston. Series is being
tested to make it foolproof if possible
preliminary to launching a national
campalgn over NBC. which sold the idea
to Rexall. Understood that before offer-
ing the program for sale NBC checked
the legal points involved thoroly.

Idea of the program when it hits the
national stage will be as follows: Radlo
listeners, as contestants, will have to
make a purchase of a Rexall product.
The label on the product is then to be
attached to a postcard provided by the
retailer. Contestant then has to mail
this card to a friend in another State,
and the process is to repeated until the
card has traveled thru the 48 States.
First one thru all the States wins, with
each of those working on this card to
share prizes. In Boston the territory, it
is reported, is limited to a certain num-
ber of cities in that sector.

Chi Gets Yiddish Drama

CHICAGO. Jan. 9.—Charles Nelson,
veteran Yiddish theatrical producer, in
collaboration with Benjamin Blane, is
producing VYiddish operettas, dramas
and comedles at the Eighth Street The-
ater here. Company, which opened last
week with BMollie’'s Millions, is headed
by Misha Fishzon, Betty Frank and
Samuel Kasten and the performances
are given each Friday night and Sunday
afternoon and night.

Asking About the NVA Drive?

Let’s Not Talk

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Several attempts
to obtain a financial statement from the
Will Rogers Memorial Commission and
the NVA Fund, Inc., with particular ref-
erence to the money collected in the
last NVA drive, were rebuffed during the
past month by a cordon of efficient sec-
retaries whose bosses are evidently too
busy to be bothered with the NVA sit-
uation. A meeting of the Rogers board
last Monday in the Will Hays office was
productive of nothing at all, as far as
info to the public was concerned. And,
unless the boys are continually needled
in the arm, the trade might become con-
firmed in a growing opinion that the
powers that be are indulging in nothing
but secret ping-pong practice or some-
thing.

Offices of the Rogers commission first
diverted inquiries to Walter Trumbull,
of the Hays office, who vouchsafed the
opinion that he would probably have
something definite to convey after the
meeting of the board. Meanwhile, says
Trumbull, ‘You know how lawyers are.”

Queried on January 5, one day after
the meeting, Trumbull said the ques-
tion of a statement had been brought ’

ROLL OR MACHINE FOLDED

100,000-$20.00
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About It Now

up and that a press release was to be
prepared shortly—the same tack taken
a couple of weeks previously by the
Rogers office.

Other matters taken up by the board
could not be given by Trumbull, who

claimed he was not present during the

entire meeting. Trumbull, however, did
say that any current information should
come from John Ellwood, of the Rogers
commission. Latter's secretary stated
that the commission does not desire to
give out any information before a for-
mal press release is issued.

Harold Rodner, executive director of
the NVA fund representing the theater
circuits, referred inquiries to former
State Senator J. Henry Walters, now a
theatrical attorney associated with RKO.
The senator also has a secretary who,
when asked to arrange a confab, stated
in effect that an appointment might
be arranged. But whether Walters
would furnish the information desired
is uncertain. A follow-up call elicited
a statement that Walters would tele-
phone The Billboard. (Up to this date
no call has come in.)

Henry Chesterfield, executive secre-
tary of the NVA, Inc, is also very much
interested in the long-pending NVA
Fund-Rogers negotiations. He says he,
too, would like to have information on
the correct status of the whole affair.

Major Leslie G. Thompson, chairman
of the last NVA drive and representative
of the theater circuit interests, seems
to have two secretaries, one of whom
sald: "The major says you will have to
get in touch with the Rogers office.”

New Craft Union
In Theater Field

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Claiming that
the present craft union setup in the
theatrical fleld is unsuccessful, a new
group, United Theatrical and Motion
Picture Workers of America, has started
to organize theater workers under
the principles of industrial unionism.
Whether or not Bernard Deckhoff, presi=
dent of United, has any officlal connec-
tion with John L. Lewis, chairman of
the committee for industrial organiza-
tion and champion of this type of
unionism, is doubtful.

Deckhoff, explaining his lack of clarity
on this point, said that a new group
cannot very well reveal such information
right away. United, which started 1its
membership drive a few weeks ago, offers
membership gratis to operators, stage=
hands, musicians, electricians and every
other type of theatrical workers. Thus
far no performer tieup is indicated.

“Tobacco Road” May
Reopen in Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan, 9.—Sam R. Grisman,
producer of Tobacco Road, and Jack
Kirkland, who dramatized the play, are
here seeking a theater for a second en-
gagement. The play’s run was inter=
rupted by Mayor Kelly after. it is said,
pressure had been brought to bear on
him by certain organizations, when he
canceled the license of the Selwyn The-
ater on claims that the performance
was obscene,

Tobacco Road management is hope-
ful that Mayvor Kelly may have changed
his mind because the example has not
been followed elsewhere, and the show
has appeared In every major city ih the
United States without interference by
the authorities. Company which Gris-
man hopes to bring to Chicago has
Taylor Holmes in the role of Jeeter
Lester.

CAPA Elects Officers

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—At a meeting held
here this week by the CAPA, officers
were elected for the ensuing three
months. Herb Ellisburg, director of
publicity for the Essaness Theater Cire
cuit, was elected president; Larry Stein,
of Warner Brothers’ Theaters, vice-
president: Cal Hermer, of Assoclated
Publications, secretary: Harry K.
Smythe, local Bank Night represen-
tative, treasurer, and Ted Morris,
manager of the Drexel Theater, direc-
tor of public relations. CAPA announced
an enlargement program to provide ad-
dittonal clubroom space and lounges
in its present quarters in the Sherman
Hotel.

Lil Manley Coaches

NEW YORK, Jan. 9—Lillilan Manley
has been named dramatic coach for all
new Paramount Pictures’ talent both
east and west. She will be stationed in
the east, handling, mainly, new cone-
tract players to go to the Coast. She
succeeds Cecil Clovelly, who was sent by
Para to London as talent scout. Miss
Manley was previously assistant director
on screen tests, under Eddie Blatt.

Hope for Pitt Aud

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 9.—Harmar D.
Denny Jr., chairman of the Pittsburgh
Civic Light Opera Association committee
working to erect an amphitheater in
Highland Park here, reported that recent
developments indicate favorable action
on the proposed auditorium. City coun-
cil is reported to be looking favorably
on the proposal of the association, which
asks that the council assume joint re-
sponsibility with the Federal Govern-
ment for the initial loan of $450,000.
Denny pointed out that the theater
would provide needed employment to
musiclans, stagehands, carpenters, elec-
tricians and performers.
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Unite To He
Concert Field

L
New group formedto tackle
problems——votes against

passage of Dickstein Bill
®

NEW YORK. Jan. 9.~—Concerts Asso-
clation of America, a society of concert-
sponsoring organizations and individ-
uals, representing a total of over 10,000,~
000 people, was formed at the Hotel
Plaza here Monday. According to
Charles A. Sink, who acted as chairman,
the new body will tackle pressing prob-
lems now confronting the concert field.
First significant point considered was
the possible reintroduction in Congress
of the Dickstein allen actor bill, a meas=
ure calculated to restrict appearances of
foreign artists {n America. Bill had been
kicked around gleefully in the last Con-
gress, and Concerts Assoclation of
America will encourage {t to keep it up.
Accordingly. the organization put itself
on record thus: that this association is
unalterably opposeéd to any legislation
calculated to impalir the present stand-
ards of musical life by restricting the
efforts of forelgn artists in this country.

Invitation to join Concerts Assoclation
{s offered thruout the United States to
all concert organizations, including local
and national managers, advertising
agencies engaging concert talent, or-
chestra managers, opera companies, festi-
vals, chautauquas, forums and similar
groups.

Providence “Bingo” Out

PROVIDENCE, Jan. 9. — “Bingo”
parties, which have seriously cut into
theater grosses in Rhode Island for
more than a year, will cease to be op-
position after February 1, for the
Providence Bureau of Police and Fire
has set that date as the deadline for all
such affairs.

Investigators for the police found that
most of the games run in the city are
promoted for commercial purposes, tho
under the guise of charity, Padded ex-
pense lists of promoters which left little
for the charities sponsoring the parties
and the giving of cash prizes instead of
merchandise, reported by the investiga-
tors, prompted the police officials to act
against the games.

Paris Pros Elect Officers

PARIS, Jan. 4—The French actors’
union, Union des Artistes, elected the
following officers for 1937: president,
Charles Martinelli; vice-presidents,
Gaston Severen, Fernand Francell, Joan
Dax, Robert Pizani, Duvalles and Raoul

Marco; secretary, Martial Singher; as-
sistant secretary, Andre Burgere, Jean
Clarens; treasurer, Leon Belieres,

R. I. Teachers Elect

PROVIDENCE, Jan. 9-—Kay Merwin
was installed as president of the Danc-
ing Teachers’ Club of Rhode Island at
a meeting held during the week at the
studio of Matthew A. McDermott in
this city. Alice Constance Farrell was
installed as first vice-president; Mrs.
Edward Gonyea as second vice-presi-
dent; Mrs. John Dugan, treasurer, and
Thomas McGrane, as secretary at the
same session, with Dugan and McDer-
mott conducting an instruction pertod
at the close of the meeting.

“Carrolls” Closes in Pitt

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 3.—B. A, Meyer's
production of The Two Mrs. Carrolls,
which has been playing at the Nixon
Theater this week, is closing tonight for
revision., Meyer now plans to offer the
original English. The show here was
panned by two of three first-string
critics.

Skinner-Tuttle Combo

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.—Richard Skin-
ner, co-producing In Gold We Trust
with Richard Aldrich, has signed on as
combination biz manager-p. a. for Wash-
ington Clivic Theater, semt-pro outfit.
Skinner will commute between Capital
and B’way. Tie marks renewal of asso-
ciation with Day Tuttle, Civic's director,
formed on Westchester barn cirk.

Pitt Exhibs Fight Tax

PITTBBURGH, Jan. 9.—Local theater
operators are planning to send represen-
tatives to Harrisburg where the current
session of the Legislature i{s ready to ex-
tend the life of the State amusement
tax which was origlnally set to expire
July 22, 1937. Continuing requirements
for unemployment rellef {n this State
serves as the legislators’ chief argument
for the re-enactment of the tax, which
levies one cent for each 25-cent admis-
sion. The local delegation will fight
to end the ‘‘nuisance” tax this year as
scheduled.

Chi Bank Night
Fight Waxes Hot

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Bank night and
prize night situation here is far from
settled. Superior Judge Niemeyer has
been hearing arguments most of the
week in behalf of 34 theater owners
who are seeking a permanent injunction
to halt police interference with prize
night drawings. While the city and
theaters are involved in the discussion,
the police continue to hand out sum-
monses to those who are still violating
the city ordinance which prohibits such
drawings.

Encouraged by an injunction issued
last week in favor of the Iris Theater,
prohibiting police interference with
bank nights conducted by the theater,
Balaban & Katz and Warner Brothers
ordered their managers to resume bank
nights. Aaron Saperstein, president of
the Allied Theaters of Illinois, followed
with an announcement that 77 theater
members of the allled chain would also
operate on the Iris’ plan under which
any person may win the prize, regard-
less of whether or not the winner has
bought an admisison ticket.

During the arguments, Corporation
Counsel Barnet Hodes made the accu-
sation that some of the theater man-
agers were chiseling on bank nights.
“Some of them paid solicitors to ob-
tain thousands of names of people who
never would attend,” said Hodes. “These
names would be put in a drum with
the others to minimize the chances that
the money would be won.” He also
stated that some women fans spent en-
tire afternoons making circuits of the-
aters and attended four or five in the
hope of cashing in on a drawing.

Canadian’s Music Fees Set

TORONTO, Jan. 9.—Performing rights
for all music-using categories have been
set for 1937 by the Copyright Appeal
Board. Rates for theaters with 1,600
seats or over are 15c per seat; 800 seats
or over, 12c¢; others, 10c. All rates hold
until next November, when the Copy-
rigcht Appeal Board meets to set fees for
1938.

Dickstein Bill in Again

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.—As the big
show on Capitol Hill got under way this
week, two bills designed to prohibit
entry of alien actors were tossed into
the legislative hopper, one fathered by
Representative Dickstein, of New York,
other by Kramer of California, TLatter
would allow admittance to performers
from coumntries permitting American art-
{sts to take bookings.

Washington Belasco Dark

WASHINGTON, Jan, 9—Closing for
what was announced as “breathing
spell,” Belasco gave up pic fight this
week, with paper up promising relight-
ing January 18 under ‘“new policy.”
Latest info had management undecided
as to what to try. Jack Thoman will
probably continue as boss under new
set-up, erstwhile revival-foreign house
serving up tab, stock or bidding for old
glory with legit road shows.

Texas Teachers Convene

AUSTIN, Tex., Jan. 9.—Texas Associa-
tion of Dancing Teachers, in convention
here Monday and Tuesday, chose Dallas
as their next convention city, for a date
to be announced during 1937, Sam
Bernard of Dallas was renamed president
of the association, Francis Bergess
Beeker, of Fort Worth, secretary-treas-
urer, and Bertha Lacey, of Corpus
Christi, first vice-president.

PITCHMEN! ORCHESTRAS!
Wards Offer ‘
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Equity Moves To
Dismiss DuRoy Suit

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Counsel of
Actors’ Equity on Thursday filed a mo-
tion to have the New York Supreme
Court dismiss Actor-Producer Robert
DuRoy’s suit for $150,000 against Frank
Gillmore, president of the actors’ asso-
ciation. History of DuRoy’s peave goes
back to 1931, when suit was brought
against Equity by DuRoy, the latter
claiming the organization caused the
closing of his play, The Right of Hapvpi-
ness, after a short run. Case was tried
in 1934 and resulted in DuRoy. getting
an award of $40,000. Equity appealed
and won.

Current action, filed Wednesday, al-
leges that Gillmore, in an article in
Equity Magazine, insinuated that Du-
Rov was not a competent actor. Latter
believes this publicized opinion should
net him some $50,000. The remaining
$100,000 DuRoy is angling for is hased
on an alleged statement by Gillmore
that the actor-producer was a good actor
on the witness stand; so good, in effect,
that he persuaded the jury to render a
verdict not warranted by the facts.

Case is under advisement now by the
court.

Billers Eleet Gunderson

CHICAGO, Jan. 9—Harry Gunderson
was re-elected business agent of the Chi-
cago Billposters’ Union, Local No. 1, at
annual election held here last week.

Revamp Chicago Clubs

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Irving M. Schoen-
wald and Jack Begun, operators of the
Marigold Garden here, have signed a
new five-vear lease giving them control
of the Marirold Room and the Palais de
Dance and enabling them to make im-
provements and double the seating ca-
pacity. According to the Albert H.
Wetten Company, who represented hoth
parties in the dealings, the new lessees
plan to handle big conventions and will
incorporate stage shows when desired.

Two-Year Bookings Possible

NEW YORK. Jan. 9.—The French Ca-
sino Corporation, hcaded by Clifford C.
Fischer. has now a potential two-year-
run guarantee for the acts in its cir-
cuit, The Lavar Bros., comedy acrobats,
will open at the French Casino, Miami,
January 3, and stay for 15 weeks. Fol-
lowing that thev have options on a
four-month stay in London, a possible
six months in Paris. then back for more
New York dates. Act was hooked by
David Solti of the George Hamlid office.

Two Units Merge

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 9—Frank Scnnes’
French Casino Brevities has combined
with George Hamid's Revelations of 1937
and is touring Western Pennsylvania
territory under the former name. Show
played the Mishler, Altoona, Pa., this

week and moved on to the Park, Erie.
George Downey, formerly with Harry.
Krivit's Broadway Nights, joined the
show.
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Coast Musicians’ New Scale

Listens Like Dirge to Lee Web

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 9.—Recent ruling
by Musicians’ Local No. 47, American
Federation of Musiclans and upping of
music men’s pay rate may prove a head-
ache to the Don Lee Web unless agree-
ment can be reached bhetween network
officials and union execcutives to set the
December ruling aside. KHJ, key sta-
tion of the Lee.chain, has been planning
a series of sustaining shows which were
to be sent East soon over the new Don
Lee-Mutual hookup, but the new music
scale has upped production cost of the
proposed programs beyond the budget.

New scale gives orchestra members $22
per hour on all trans-continental sus-
taining shows, with $2 per hour for any
hour or fractional hour over the two-
hour rehearsal. Half-hour rate is $15
with one hour rehearsal. Leader gets 50
per cent additional, with doubles reap-
fng 25 per cent additional and 10 per
cent for each extra instrument over two.
Current scale i{s complete change from
former, which was a haphazard affair
depending upon the number of instru-
ments in the ork and other conditions.

At the time the new scale went into

—

Unit’s New Year
Jam in Providence

PROVIDENCE, R. 1. Jan. 9.—Buster
Newman, in charge of Swing Harlem Er-
press, colored unit, was released from
the local jail last Saturday on order of
Judee G. Frederick Frost, of Superlor
Court. He spent a day In jug after be-
ing,arrested on a civil writ charging mis-
representation of contract. Unit was 1o
play the Metropolitan for three days,
but the hookine simmered down to a
sinale performance.

Charles Kronson and John Goldstein
lease¢d the house for the New Year's
week-end. Contracted with Newman for
the unit. and it ts allezed that the show
was to comprise a cast of 60, including
“names.” New Year's Eve opening 18
supposed to have found the unit short
tn cast and headliners, with the result
that the audience set up a money-back

ell .

v Court hearing revealed that Newman’s
arrest hinged on his failure to relinquish
interest in $1.500 in escrow in a local
bank. Meanwhile. some of the troupe
had difficulty in getting from here to
New York and Boston. accumulated bills
delaying their deparfures.

Binghamton, Scranton Get Units

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.—Binchamton,
Binghamton, N. Y. and Ritz, Scranton,
Pa., are to get a diet of important units,
booked by Joe Feinherg of Amalgamated.
Houses will get units on the way to the
Midwest, each as a three-day stand,
starting Thursdays. Binghamton gets
the Major Bowes’ all-girl show this
Thursday. with Teras Centennial Follies
and Bowes' anniversary show on follow-
ing weeks. Scranton plaved the Bowes’
all-girl unit last week and gets the
Centennial Follies this Thursday.

Acts for Roxy, Cleveland

DETROIT, Jan. 9.—Jack Dickstein, of
the Gus Sun office here, is adding the
Roxv Theater, Cleveland. to his books.,
opening January 22. House, switching
from circuit to stcck burlesque policy,
will use four acts of vaude weeKly.
Opening bill will include Morley and
Ancer, Delmar and Emerson and
Baldwin.

Salici’s Third State Repeat

NEW YORK. Jan. 11.—S8alict’s Puppets
has heen hooked for a repeat at Loew's
State here week of March 26, the third
time since week of November 27. Second
week of the act at the house was Janu-
ary 1. Troupe is scheduled to return to
Italy in April and back here in October.

GLAMOUROUS, YOUTHFUL FACE POWDER
ASTOUNDS WOMEN EVERYWHERE!

Uoequaled in Beautifving the Complexion! New,
Priceless Ingredient.  Accentuates Personal Charm.
Will Swrprise and Delight Yo Bnsl Dallar Bill for

a Box Today. or Pay Postman $1.87 on Delivery.
Mention Shade Desired. (Special Diseount Rates to
Professional Entertriners and Deanty Parlors Fur-
nished nanmluv\t with First Order.)

EW YORK STYLE PREVUE.
Sulte 1102.-1103, 210 Fifth Ave.. New York City.

effect, Willet Brown, assistant manager
of KHJ, contacted the musicians for the
Lee Chain in an effort to have the rul-
ing set aside or materially reduced.
Frank Pendleton, wunion president,
turned thumbs down on the plea and
left no opening for appeal. Brown, who
is acting for tho radio chain on the is-
sue, stated however that the matier
would probably be taken up again.

Understood upping of scale is a step in
the direction of raising musiclans® wages
locally in all fields. Recently bandmen
at Orpheum and Paramount theaters
here got a 15 per cent boost.

Loew Shows Into
Balto on Feb. 5

BALTIMORE, Jan. 11.~—Following a
settlement last week with the musicians’
union here, Loew has decided on a per-
manent combo policy at the Century
Theater, starting February 3. Opening
stage show will be headlined by Lupe
Velez and Johnny Weissmuller. Clyde
MecCoyv and his Sugar Blues Ork will be
on the bill also.

Loew previously planned to use occa-
sional stage shows here, but decided on
a permanent policy to meet the opposi-
tion of the Hippodrome, other ace combo
house in town.

Calloway Unit for RKO

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.—Cab Calloway
will head an all-colored unit for RKO
on a string of dates, the show already
being contracted for Boston and Chicago,
probably starting in March. No definite
date set in view of the fact that Cal-
loway awalts word as to when he leaves
the Cotton Club here. Unit will include
the tramp band at the Cotton Club and
specialty acts.

Kirk’s European Booking

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.~—Neil Kirk, of
the William J. Sullivan office, has lined
up European dates for Bob Fisher, Three
Miller Brothers and Three Rayes. Fisher
sails tomerrow on the Berengaria and
opens at the Shepherd Bush Emnpire,
London, on the 18th, and is set for 16
weeks; Miller Brothers open in London
February 18 with eight weeks booked
and Three Rayes open in April in Lon-
don on a 12-week tour,

Paris Strike Threatens

PARIS, Jan. 4.~—Local pix and vaude
houses narrowly escaped a shutdown
over the holidays by a strike of stage-
hands, operators, ushers and other em-
ployees. A temporary truce was ar-
ranged until after the holiday rush,
but a showdown is looked for soon.

Boston»Met. Thurs. Opener

BOSTON, Jan. 11.—Metropolitan The-
ater here will switch to a Thursday
opening day this week with the booking
of the Fred Waring Ork as stage attrac-
tion and One in a Million as feature
filrn. New opening day will be permp-
nent, same as its opposition, the RKO
Theater.’

Sarasota Little Theater Gains

SARASOTA, Fla, Jan. 9.—The Players,
little theater group here, already has a
total of 520 members for the new season.
Organization is now in its seventh pro-
duction season. Policy is to produce
five major plays at monthly intervals,
giving each three performances in the
Players’ new theater. Direction is under
Robert deLany. Activities include play
readings, production of laboratory plays
and other experimental theater work.

Rudnick Leaves Bklyn. House

NEW YORK, Jan. 9—Bribill Amuse-
ment Company, operating the Casino
Theater, Brooklyn, burlesque house, was
dissolved yesterday. Max Rudnick and
Sam Briskman, heads of the organiza-
tion, split amiably, with Briskman tak-
ing over the house himself. There will
bhe no immediate change of policy at the
theater, and Moe Costello remains as
general manager in charge of production
and the theater.

WOULD CODE——
(Continued from page 3)

action on a thing as important as this
until the government’s organization sets
a deadline and we have so much to do
in altogether too short a time. My idea
is that we should have one gigantic or-
ganization composed of every translent
outdoor amusement enterprise, out of
which a committee should be appointed
or elected to form a code covering all of
the member amusement enterprises, and
submit same to the organization for
ratification and then to the Code Ad-
ministrator. This will not prohibit the,
circuses, carnivals or other amusement
enterprises from having separatc pr-
ganization {f wanted, put I do think all
should unite for power.

“The government will demand first,
more pay for the laboring class; second,
shorter hours, and third, fair trade prac-
tices. With reference to unfair trade
practices, Mr. Berry says: ‘Mindful of
the unanimous Supreme Court decision
against NRA the council expressed con-
fidence that much, if not all, of business
could be brought within congressional
jurisdiction. Under the proposal Con-
gress would prohibit as unfair com-
petition any business activity char-
acterized by misrepresentation, bad
faith or oppression, unjust or unrea-
sonable wage or hour standards or the
employment of child labor,

*“*Use of “loss leaders” by business to
attract trade would be damned; price
maintenance, such as upheld recently by
the Supreme Court, would be allowed.
The Federal Trade Commission, or a new
agency, will be empowered to prosecute
violators.’

“And with reference to organization
and representation I quote again: ‘In
the great task of preparing to lay before
the President and the Congress a sound
and balanced program, which will ad-
vance the general welfare by stabilizing
industry in its various phases, while
guarding equally the interests of owner-
ship, management, worker and customer,
we need the fullest possible representa=
tion of every viewpoint.

“*‘A recommendation was made to

President Roosevelt that the nation
adopt a PERMANENT INDUSTRIAL
POLICY, including MINIMUM WAGE

and MAXIMUM HOUR standards and
elimination of unfair trade practices.’

“In my code work experience I found
that nearly every outdoor amusement
enterprise that had any prominence at
all wanted to be fair when it came to
wages and hours of those in their em-
ploy. We have a new law, known as the
Social Security, that will take up a good
deal of our time this year and many of
these organizations that are paying
labor a very small wage will surely be
found out and criticized by the govern-
ment labor board. Now the government
says that this Social Security data will
be kept private, but will it? I fear that
when five cents or six cents per week
per man is sent to the government
something is apt to take place. It will
be a good idea for®outdoor amusement
enterprises to give serious consideration
to these things and whatever they do
tote fair with the government,

“There are managers and agents of
outdoor amusement enterprises who al-
ways want to ‘let George do it’ and lend
no financial help or infiuence to put
forth laws and regulations governing
their own enterprise, but every outdoor
organization will be a part of this,
whether they want to be or not, so let's
all join hands and circle to the good
for all—and all for good.

“I would like to hear, thru the col-
umns of The Billboard, from managers
or agents of every kind of outdoor
amusement enterprise, giving their ideas
of what should be done and how.”

TAX BRINGS——

(Continued from page 3)
discontinuance of the tax. The same
opposition seems on foot in the Lone
Star State.

In spite of the ruling last week by
the Texas Supreme Court against thea-
ter Bank Nights, the tax commission of-
fice continues to collect the 20 per cent
levy placed on all such events in the
State, with over $15.000 collected thru
this course in the first few weeks of
enactment. Seven of the Interstate Cir-
cuit houses and two Will Horwitz thea-
ters in Houston continued their Bank
Nights in spite of the ruling.

FEDERAL THEATER:
(Continued from page 3)
include the production of Marcus Bach's
religious play, Within These Walls, which
opens for two weeks on January 28 and

tes From the

Chosstoads

By NAT GREEN

HE OLD FAMILIAR circus titles will
be very much in evidence the coms-
ing season. And even liberally dis-

counting the products of the winter
rumor factory, it is evident that 1937
will see more circus activity than any
season since back ip the '20s. The Sells-
Floto, John Robinson and Sparks titles
are definitely back in the field, and
chances are that by the time this 18 in
print the Hagenbeck-Wallace will have
entered the lists with a new circus im-
presario at the helm. This will, of
course, be good news to performers and
others who in recent years have found
the pickings slim. Observers at Roch-
ester, Ind., noting the large quantities
of equipment of all sorts coming in and
the activities in winter quarters, figure
that there is entirely too much doing
for just one show and they predict that
the “Cole boys” will have two outfits
on the road.

At this particular time of year it is
difficult to obtain definite statement
of plans from circus owners. It is
doubtful that anything is gained by the
secretiveness, for the news travels by
the grapevine route, and while some-
times it is more or less garbled, those
vitally interested have the *“dope” long
before it 1is released for publication.
The poor scribe, hearing stories bandied
about, is in a tough spot. If he goes to
headquarters for information he is likely
either to get a denial or to be told
“that's what we are figuring on, but
we'd rather you wouldn’t say anything
about it yet.” And by the time an
okeh is obtained for release practically
everyone in the game has already had
full details, So the ambitious news
hound should not be blamed too severely
if occasionally he releases a wild story.

[

Mel H. Vaught, manager of State Fair
Shows, wintering in El Paso, Tex., ad-
vises that his show has agailn been
awarded the contract for Tulsa (Okla.)
Four-State Fair. During the recent
Southwest Sun Carnival at El Paso most
of vaught's rides were in operation, but
the weather man was unkind and biz
was bad. The rides are back in winter
quarters, but soon will be taken out to
play another winter event in Arizona,

Seen on the Magic Carpet at the Hotel
Sherman during the last couple of
weeks have been many well-known
showmen. Charlle Hugo, international
showman from Hongkong, in conversa-
tion with L. Clifton Kelley; Bischoff,
decorator and show-front builder, from
Fort Wayne; Bob Hickey, praise agent
for Cole Bros.' Circus: Clyde Beatty,
back from his European trip; Edward A.
Hock, carnival owner; Ralph Clawson,
J. D. Newman and Arthur Hopper, of
the Ringling show: Dennie and Edna
Curtis, Babe Boudinot, H. C. {(Doc)
Ingraham, Dave Tennyson, Charlie
Sparks, to mention but a few of the
many. Joe Coyle playing many
dates 1n and around Chicago. . . . Zack
Terrell in on a brief business trip. . . .
Paul Jerome, having finished his holi-
day dates, is spending some time here.

Danny Odom expected in town
for the coin-machine convention this
week, and with so much circus activity
afoot it wouldn't be surprising if he
bowed to the lure of the white tops.

is now being directed by Kay Ewing, and
Martin Flavin's Around the Corner, cur-
rently on the New York stage, which
opens an indefinite run beginning Feb-
ruary 17.

Box office receipts totaled $44,300 for
the year at the Blackstone, which
amount has been turned into a special
United States treasury account to defray
nonlabor costs of the unit, leaving a
balance to be used in helping WPA
vaudeville units which do not charge
admission.

The Peoria unit has expended $92,664
since May 15, including $13.559 non-
labor expenses. One of the activities of
this unit was the production of the
Sepiatone Follies, a white and colored
revue, which traveled out of Peoria thru
half a dozen down-State counties. With
a 35-cent top, it grossed $19,486 on the
trip.
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“Drys” Air -

Shows Queried

“Wets*® claim antis using
bootleg broadcasts— Doc

Brinkley involved
[

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.—National In-
stitute of Manufacturers and Distribu-
tors, thru C. D. Cecil, secretary, has
filed a prot=st with the Federal Com-
munications Commission alleging use of
a “bootleg” radio station in Mexico by
a Prohibition group. 1It’s claimed the
“drys” are using this station to further
their cause of ending the sale and dis-
tribution of liquor.

Dr. John R. Brinklev, whose station at
Milford, Kan., was closed by the govern-
ment some years ago after it was charged
his broadcasts were inlmical to public
health, is involved. The broadcasts went
over XERA. Villa Acuna, Mex.,, and nu-
merous other stations, with XERA op-
erated by Brinkley. Ethel Hubler, edi-
tor and publisher of The National Voice,
according to the complaint, broadcast
on this station, with the program origin-
ating at Del Rio, Tex.

Complaint reads. “This announcemcnt
{by Miss Hubler) would indicate viola-
tion of the Federal Communications Act.
Further. this announcement by The Nea-
tional Voice suggests that this foreign
station. XFRA. one of the so-called
‘bootleg’ stations along the Rio Grande
which sertiously interfere with the op-
eration of stations in the United States
* # + has been made an integral part
of a broadcasting chain in this country
which inecludes 60 stations in 30 States.”

WNEW Sales
Hit a Gusher

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Sales staff at
WNEW, New York. went on a spree this
week and within two days signed 14 new
accounts for a total of 94.500 weekly. It
started when Herman Bess, sales mane
ager, returned from a vacation Tues-
day, January 5.

Accounts are MacFadden Publications
for three quarter-hours a week to plug
Physical Culture; Ironized Yeast, tran-
scriptions; Twenty Grand Cigarets, River-
view Lawns (real estate development),
Jeflrey's Beauty Parlor, Flemolyn (pat
ent medicine), Jadwiga Remedies, each
taking stanzas with Martin Block and
his phonograph record playing program;
Hafold Motors and American Institute
of Food Products, each taking Alan
Courtney; Petry Department Store, tak-
ing Earl Harper seven times a week;
Fairbanks-Morse, taking Richard Brooks’
news comments, and Madison Personal
Loan Company, taking announcements.

Business represents 14 hours a week.

Two Agencies Merges
Rival B., B., D. & O. Leugth

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Two ad agcencies
Joined hands this week when Brooke,
Smith & French added Dorrance. Inc.,
to its title. Merger brings together
Dorrance, Sullivan & Company, Inc., and
the Eastern division of Brooke, Smith
& French, Inc. ULatter’'s Detroit of-
fice will continue to function thruout
Middle West with no immediate changes
and will co-operate witlh New York of-
fice.

Sturges Dorrance was formerly with
Collier’s, McClure publications and the
International Magazine Company. Later
he was vice-president of Thomas F.
Logan. Inc.

New setup of officers is: Guy C. Smith,
chairman of the board; Sturges Dor-
rance, president; Williard S. French, ex-
ecutive vice-president; H. H. Ohlmacher,
secretary, and Charles W. Brooke, treas-
urer. Shaw Newton, H. M. Overstreet
and Henry E. Pengel Jr. are vice-presie
dents of the reorganized agency.

T— Marches On

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 9.-—Powers GCour-
aud, air columnist for Yellow Cab Com-
pany, is one of radio’s worst offenders on
running his program overtime, so the boys
at WCAU gave him a stop-watch for
Christmas. For three nights he kept the
watch in front of him and yet ran over
two minutes each night. Words were
flying thick and fast between the pro-
duction man and GCouraud after each
broadcast until it was discovered that his
new timepiece ran two minutes slow in
every 10,

Now he won't use the watch, because,
he claims, it’s much easicr to run over
without it,

Morris Ciggies
May Change Bands

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Leo Reisman
may be replaced next month as orches-
tra leader on the Philip Morris ciggie
programs. Outfit currently has one-half
hour on NBC and starts another of the
same duration on CBS in February.

Reisman’s present bankroller is said to
have objected to several things, mainly
Reisman’s acceptance of a beer account
(Schaefer’s). starting on WOR next
month. Another squawk has been that
Reisman, since opening at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel in New York, has done
a flock of sustaining shows each week.

Reported that Reisman has been given
an “ultimatum” to give up the beer
show, or else.

Mutual’s 1936 Biz
Does as Predicted

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Mutual Broad-
casting System scored $193.496 for the
month of December, 1936. This brought
the new third national chain a total of
$1,987,572 for the full year of 1936, about
811.000 less than the chain estimated
it would do in the early part of that
month. Deceniber billings are 10.4 per
cent aliead of December, 1835.

Year's income for Mutual was 53.7 per
cent ahead of December, 1935.

Williams Joins B. & B.

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Herschel Wil=
liams joined Benton & Bowles, ad
agency, as radio production director this
week. Williams, formerly with J. Wal-
ter Thompson Corporation, will do the
Log Cabin Dude Ranch and Floyd Gib-
bons’ shows.

WHEF’s Reps

KOSCIUSKO, Miss.,, Jan, 9.—WHEF’
has set Cox and Tranz as national sales
reps. Station reps have offices in New
York and Philadelphia. J. E. Wharton
is president of the station.
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Only Warners Active in Air;
Radio Dreamland to Filmland

Top execs pay scant attention to proper use of radio
to push films——pix air execs “know from nothing”—ad
agency men further confuse matters—salaries

NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—Hollywood attitude towards radio, its method of handling
radio, especially as a means of exploiting Hollywood product, is antiquated, dumb
and of the vintage 1927. These statements are the result of a survey of Hollywood,
film producers and film executives by a radio official recently returned from

a stay of several months on the Gold Coast.

With the exception of one com-

pany—Warner Brothers—Hollywood's film producers are sound asleep as far as
radio and the future are concerned. During his stay the radio man was in contact

Professor Slattery

BOSTON, Jan. 9.—Gerard H. Slattery,
general manager of WCOP, Boston, be-
comes a professor of his own advertising-
in-radio course for the University Ex-
tension of the Massachusetts Department
of Education when, on January 28, he
starts weekly Thursday p.m. classes. Course
Is for eight weeks. Will deal with local,
regional and national placement of a¢-
counts, production, merchandising, rates,
surveys and other phases of radio.

Murray-Oswald
For Soups; Noble

NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—Switches on the
Campbell Soug) show were effected this
week, account taking on Ken Murray
and Tony Labriola (Oswald) to succeed
Burns and Allen. Latter switch in March
to General Foods for Grape-Nuts, cereal.
Murray and Labriola recently finished a
series for Lever Bros.,, soap manufac-
turers, with Al Jolson succeeding them.
Team wound up with a pretty good rat-
ing and the trade figured they'd soon
be signed elsewhere.

Another deal, pending this week, will
have Ray Noble as the orchestra leader
on the new Burns and Allen show. Pro-
gram will come out from Hollywood, with
Noble probably organizing a new band
when going out there.

Unele Wip’s Gray Hair

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 9.—The Uncle
Wip program, WIP's shot for the kiddies,
passes the 5,000 mark Tuesday (12).
Station will mark the milestone with a
blowout January 21, after-dinner speak-
ers to include local and Gotham lights.
Program started in 1922, with Dr. Lip-
shutz as the engaging helmster for the
young'uns. Duties were taken up by
Harry Ehrhart when the doctor left for
Hollywood with Nelson Eddy, who was
then breaking into radio at WIP. Ehr-
hart is now engineer at WCAU, Phila-
delphia. The late Chris Graham suc-
ceeded, and shot is now in keeping of
James A. Willard Jr.

Chain Break Inserts Bring

Protest From Ford, Campbell

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.—Ford Motor
Company this week is sending protest
letters to both the National Broadcast-
ing Company and the Columbia Broad-
casting System asking the chains to
have their stations quit inserting break
announcements at either end of Ford
programs. Ford is one of the networks’
largest accounts and ranked second dur-
ing 1936 as a spender on CBS.

In squawking against the chain break
inserts, Ford is following several other
leading national advertisers, CBS stated
this week that Campbell’'s Soups had
previously exerted ‘considerable pres-
sure”? to have the same practice ended
on the two Campbell CBS shows, Camp-
bell’s ranked third as a 1936 account on
CBS, immediately following Ford. Camp-
bell has Hollywood Hotel, an hour show,
and Burns and Allen, a half hour, on
CBS. Understood that after the Camp-

bell kick, the stations discontinued tak-
ing the shrimp announcements.

Ford, thru its ad agency, N. W. Ayer
& Son, advanced the theory, “The spon-
sor of a unit of time . . . is entitled to
the undivided attention of his audience
from chain break to chain break.”
Ford’s letter read. *“The practice of slip-
ping in. extraneous commercial spots,
we feel, is unfair to the sponsor and to
the public. We have received numerous
complaints substantiating this, and be-
lieve the time has arrived for broad-
casting companies to take cognizance
of this situation.”

Ford also states that all chain-break
announcements bought by the auto firm
have been discontinued. Sustaining
shows and spots are not objected to, if
they do not immediately follow a spon-
sored show.

with the top execs of every Coast lot.
He's still holding his head.

Televiston will find Hollywood stuck if
the attitude doesn’t change, he says.
Hollywood will find {tself with actors
who, now not tied up for television, will
be working in that medium without any
film employer control and no outlets or
distribution setup for film product by
way of television. Hollywood is buying
its stage and film story material with
television rights thrown in, but actors’
contracts are minus any such mention,
altho reports this week from the Coast
were to the effect such clauses may go
in new contracts this year.

Most important angle concerning tele-
vision, tho, according to the radio man,
ts Hollywood's complete neglect to as-
sure itself a distribution outlet and any
control over those distribution outlets.
Exception is Warner Brothers. working
thru Transamerican Broadcasting and

Television and not only getting a solid
foothold in the radio production field,
but taking more than a casual look at
television and radio stations as a means
of televising. Thru Transamerican’s sta-
tion represcntation contracts and thru
TBT's steps towards buying stations,
Warners will have a good setup for
handling television.

Film stars are currently on the air
without any control from their em-
ployers. Result is that in many cases
the stars. by using bum material, hurt
their box-office standing. In turn they
lIrurt their employer's pocketbooks. Film
exploitation by radio has been limited
to big-time product. The Grade B stuff
is neglected. Prudent use of radio, thru
trailers, etc., on the part of film pro-
ducers would mean higher grosses all
over the country for that Grade B ma-
terial. It would stop exhibitor squawks
for one thing, but more important, it
would mean Hollywood could cut down
on production by taking a step that
might end the double-feature setup.
Radio exploitation would build pictures
to the point where another feature,
newsreels and shorts wouldn’'t have to
be used as sidelights to Bank Nights to
get customers into the houses. As it
is now. only the big pictures get the
exploitation by radio.

Those Salaries

Salaries demanded by the film stars
are breaking adding machines. This
isn’t only Hollywood’s fault, but partly
the fault of the advertising agencies
working with Coast offices. Agency men
cast their shows on the name basis
rather than ability. Film players in the
top brackets aren’t particularly inter-
ested in radio because most of the money
would go for tax purposes. One gal play-
er turned down $7,500 from Lux (J.
Walter Thompson) for half a day’s work.
Wallace Beery is quoted as asking $60.000
for a week’s work on a transcription
series. Radio has meant a bonanza for
the talent agents in Hollywood if the
10-percenters have any big names under
contract.

Trying to work any sort of deal thru
the film companies’ radio departments is
a waste of time, is another claim. Most
of these departments are allegedly
manned by a bunch of underlings who
do not know radio. If any important
deals are involved these same radio
execs, so-called, can’t do a thing. They
have no authority.
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Decca Seeks To Enter
Crumit-WHN Record Suit

First record company to take action in attempt to stop
broadcasiers® use of phonograph records—seen as act-
ing for dll recorders—coin machine angle

[ ]

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Complexion of the suit brought against WHN, New
York. by Frank Crumit, wherein the singer-composer sought a temporary in-
junction restraining the station from using phonograph records made by him
and which he lost a fortnight ago, has been changed. with Decca Records now

seeking to make itself a party in the action.
one in the problem concerning records.

This step by Decca is a revolutionary
artists and stations. since for the last

two vears the recording companies have definitely refused to enter the controversy.

Importance of Decca's step, taken by
way of a petition filed this week asking
for a show-cause order. assumes addi-
tional importance because of trade opin-
ion that Decea took the step after get-
ting the blessings of other recorders,
mainly RCA-Victor.

Crumit sued WHN after the latter
used a record he made on a commercial
(Goldenrod Beer) program. He alleged
a property right in the record. asserting
that it was made only for home use, as a
legend on the platter asserted, and
claiming his talents to be his own, not
to be used by radio stations by way of
records, and that producing for Decca
gave no rights for broadcast purposes.
He also claimed WHN's usc of the rec-
ords deprived him of talent rights which
remained forever his, despite putting
them on records.

Decca's petition, to be argued January
14, seeks to stay further action until
the show-cause order is decided. The
petition, signed by Jack Kapp, as presi-
dent, also seeks to step on the ground
that Decca is reallv the injured party.
any further action on the part of
Crumit to establish his rights in Dececa-
produced recordings and to stop Crumit
from taking any action such as licensing
his records for broadeast purposes.

Petition’s Claims
Petition sayvs that Decca was organ-

ized in 1934 to produce commercial
sound records. Claim is made that the
finished product is the result mainly

of Decca capital and investment, as well
as valuable and vital technological con-
tributions by Decca. These technological
contributions-—use of proper sound stu-
dios, expert engineers of various types,
etc.—infers Decca, are more important
than any other item contrihuted by out-
side sources, such as talent. The en-
tire product 1s the result of Decca’s
plans, as formed and produced by Decca’s
producers. And Decca, as owner of the
master record, is the aggrieved party, it
is alleged. Furthermore, all costs in
production were paid by Decea, includ-
ing talent fees and royvalties to Crumit.

Petition blasts radio stations for their
continued use of phonograph records
and alleges this practice has well-nigh
ruined the recording companies, In 1929,
says Kapp's petition. filed by Decca’s
attorney, Milton Diamond, thcre were
105,000.000 phonograph records produced
in this country, representing a business
of $100,000,000 annually. according to
government figures. In 1930 this record
production had fallen off to 30.000.000
annually. In 1934 (the year Decca was
organized). Kapp asserts the record busi-
ness was almost vanishing. This prac-
tice by the stations. sayvs Decca, is repre-
hensible and a ruthless business prac-

tice.
The Back Door

Crumit. thru his attorneys, Milton
Speiser and A. Walter Socolow. brought
his suit as an individual and as 2 mem-
ber of the National Association of Per-
forming Artists. Latter group has bheen
working for the last two years to stop
radio use of phonograph records. Pre-
viously all the recorders. including RCA-
Victor, had rejected NAPA's advances to
join the fight against the broadcasters.
Unofficially it is said RCA-Victor negated
such advances because RCA has subsid-
jaries “in the transmission business.”
However, Decca's suit now means that
if Decca wins ultimately, NAPA will have
accomplished what it set out to do, but
thru the back door. NAPA members
were recently advised of a new clause In
recording contracts, giving the artist
25 per cent of any income gained hy
the recording companies from broadcast-
ing fees. However, no steps werc taken
to collect or distribute such income.

Another factor which 'promptcd Decca’s
move is the growing importance of coin
machines as phonograph record outlets.

No Billing Squawk

NEW YORK, jan. 9.—Press release re-
ceived this week from WBT, Charlotte,
N. C., announced that Program Director
Charles Crutchfield and his wife have
sponsored a new star, whose run started
New Year's Day for an indefinite period.
Star is Leslie Alice Crutchficld currently
broadcasting from station CRIB, unlimited
time.

Premicr was at the local Presbyterian
Hospital and includes a charming reper-
toire of gurgles, goos and baby grins. A
prosperous and long run are anticipated
and the fan audience is doing a nice
build-up.

New Bill Seeks

Liquor Ban on Air

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.—This still
young session of Congress has already
had three bills affecting radio and ad-
vertisers introduced. two of them hav-
ing been up at the last session and
brought in again this year. while one,
the Culkins bill, has just bheen intro-
duced in the House. This new bill secks
to prohibit the advertising of liquor by
radio, newspaper, magazine or dlirect
mail. It would be unlawful for a radio
station to broadcast liguor advertising
and publications would be banned from
carrying similar advertising by a provision
prohibiting the transportation. by mail or
otherwise. of publications and circulars
containing such advertising. Violations
would carry a $1.000 fine, six months
in the jug, or both. Referred to House
Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce.

Duffy Copyright Bill and the Copeland
Food and Drug Bill have both been re-
submitted by thelr sponsors. Duffy bill,
approved last session by the Scnate. is
in practically the same form, but with
minor changes.

Highlights of the Copeland bill in-
clude the following points: Prohibition
of false advertising on food, drugs, thera-
peutic devices, cosmetics; numerous pro-
visions for standardization and labelling
of food; prohibition of traffic in food
dangerous to health:; prohibition of ad-
dition of polson to foods: placing of cos-
metics under Federal supervision, with
outlawing those injurious: numerous
regulations concerning habit-forming
drugs and drugs liable to deteriorate;
bhans on misleading claims for drugs and
devices: provision for proper containers
and conditions as to food preparations,
and. among others, grant to the Federal
district court injunction powers.

Culkin bill overlooks the fact that
hard-liquor advertising in radio has been
scarce. Definition of intoxicating liquor
as applied in this bill has the same
definition in force as in each State. Beer
would not be affected. Suds have used
radio fairly well.

Another for P. & G.

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—New Procter &
Gamble show, Good Samaritan. starts
January 25, daily, Monday thru Friday,
35 minute spot. Program is a dramatic
ceries by Irma Phillips. From NBC, Chi-
cago, red network. 45 stations. Black-
man Advertising is agency.

It's said, unofficially. that 5.000,000 rec-
ords are annually sold for this market.
Decca, it is thought, took the slant that
if artists gained legal rights in the
records and collected income for radio
use, they would have a precedent to
share in income fromn coin-machine sales.

New Shows’ Start
Delayed by Mutual

DETROIT, Jan. 9.—Addition of Cali-
fornia's stations on December 29 to the
Mutual Broadcasting chain is resulting
in a temporary suspension of new pro-
gram production. The Eastern units of
the Mutual system are waiting for fur-
ther indications of what the new sta-
tions will mean in the way of program
material available for broadcasting.

To date most of the programs coming
in have been dance-band broadcasts,
some of first-class caliber but coming
in so late at night from California that
they have meant little in the way of
station coverage from this territory.
Production of new programs is almost
at a standstill at CKLW, local Mutual
outlet, as a result, and this condition
is probably typical of other Eastern
stations. While the older units have
heen sending first-class programs west-
ward to Catifornia, where they arrive
earlier than the time at the broadcast-
ing station, the condition so far has not
been rcciprocal.

Guess is being made that some re-
arrangement of California programs may
result in order to bring worth-while pro-
grams in at & better hour for Eastern re-
ception.

Farnsworth’s Firm
Starts Tele Shows

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 9.—Farnsworth
Television Corporation, which received
a construction permit from the Federal
Communications Commission this week,
will start going to town the television
way. Company currently has a stu-
dio. two television cameras and other
equipment in operation, and is concen-
trating on new receivers to go to radio
engineers and local amateurs for the
once over. Sets will be able to receive
programs from all telly stations, not only
Farnsworth’s station.

George Everson, secretary, asserted
that television was ready to make Its
debut, but its introduction depended
upon the “boldness’” of the radio in-
dustry and broadcasters.

Tap dancers. steight-of-hand perform-
ers and jvory ticklers were found to he
excellent subjects for television hroad-
casts. Inventor Philo T. Farnsworth
is now abroad studying European tele-
vision and is due back this month.

WMAC Adds New Shows

NEW YORK. Jan. 9.—WMCA is add-
ing three new programs, one sponsored
Commercial is a Jewish synagogue pro-
gram. Young People's Conference, for
Sunday broadcasting.

Sustainers are Crazy Over Musie,
starting January 17, half-hour spot with
Harrlette Brent. Tempo King, Wilson
Lang, O'Yey Sisters and Carl Fenton’s
Ork. and Fu#n Shop, going on the air
January 15, half-hour spot, with Dick
Brenton and Jackie Condon, novelty
music.

—

but still important spenders,
Church, both using MBS facilities.
Church $37,000.

Leading Mutual Advertisers—-1936

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Following list shows leading spenders on the Mutual Broad-
casting System for 1936. Not included in this compilation as commercial advertisers,
were the Rev.
Father Coughlin spent $41,000 and the Lutheran

Cordon Baking ............. $184,356 Crove Laboratories ........... $63,128
Wander Co. ................ 139,953 Household Finance ........... 61,324
Health Products .. . ... .. 106,249 Mennen’s ... ... 60.737
Wasey Products ....... .. ... 92,055 Cruen Watch 59.897
Ceneral Mills .. .. .. 8%8.321 Crown Overall .. ... . .. .... 51,605
Lehn & Fink L 84,521 Department Stores .. .. ... ... 47,738
Macfadden Publications 70,608 Sterling Products .. .......... 45,486
Fels & Co. 66,213
\S —)

Charles Coughlin and the Lutheran

Auto Strike Takes
Toll of Radio Time

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Auto strike re-
verberations hit radio last week. Gen-
eral Motors dropped all recording, mainly
the Rubinoff Chevrolet e. t.s. Ruthrauff
& Ryan, ad agency handling the Chrysler
account, is holding off on a new Dodge
show. Pontiac, a GM subsid, is sched-
uled to go on NBC January 22, ana has
not us yet cancelled.

In addition to hasty changes in its
radio programs, General Motors also
canceled a flock of newspaper and maga-
zine ads for its passenger car division.
Its trucking affiliates’ acdvertising and
non-automotive division have not been
affected.

Chevrolet, largest transcription adver-
tiser in radio history, with e. t.s on more
than 300 stations, didn't cancel its pro-
grams, but asked stetions to ‘“postpone”
them because dealers could not make
deliveries. Stations were also asked to
hold favorable time spots open if pos-
sible. In view of Chevvy's expenditures,
stations are co-operating.

Motors has not turned off its flesh
programs, but has dropped only the
e. t.5. Meanwhile, Edwin Dunham, of the
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, was all set
for a flying trip West when a last-
moment notice came thru to forget it.
Ford shows remains the same, there be-
ing no Ford labor trouble.

Situation is a precedent as no strike
has ever affected radio as this one iIs do-
ing. It is possible that future produc-
tion plan will be held in abeyance, and
there is also a remote possibility that
network programs may be postponed—all
dependent on the length of the strike.
Webs wouldn't hug the idea, but they
wouldn't care to offend large advertisers.

Other angle is that manufacturers will
consider it wiser to continue with shows
and use radio as a form of institutional
advertising rather than jar large audi-
ences. Should the strike become increas-
ingly bitter they may use radio programs
to develop public sympathy for the
company.

Radio and periodical ads will be re-
vived when production is resumed.

FCC Report Lists
Many Radio Gains

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9.—Federal Coma
munications Commission report shows
that radio took a terrific boost during
the last few years. Government figures
show that In 1928 there were thruout
the world about 1,700 stations of the
fixed location style. In 1933 there was
a jump to 17,000. Today there are about
25.000 stations, plus portable and ham
transmitters.

This report 1s the second submitted
by the FCC and covers the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1936. Some 2,000 pages
deal with engineering testimony submit-
ted by more than 100 radio engineers
and others.

FCC reports difficulties in the now-
useful radio spectrum because of lack
of space. The study of useful radio
waves is being continued. Auto ignition
systems and electrical therapeutic ma-
chines which cause radio interference
can bhe solved at the source, the FCC
reports, by the manufacturers of sucl
machines and radio set makers.

Television was declared “not yet ready
for public service on a national scale,”
but the American Telephone and Tele«
graph Company's coaxial cable—the
“television pipe"—from New York to
Philadelphia and other improvements
were declared important forward steps.

ERB Plaint Aired

NEW YORK., Jan. 9—Emergency Re-
lief Bureau Workers' Union. which, had
been on WNEW and other local outlets
in its fight to win civil service rating
without examination and lost, is back
on WNEW with a camipaign to win civil
cervice exemption. Set for four weeks,
but may run longer.

“Lu” Dies

CHICAGO. Jan. 9.—Lu” of the radio
team, Clara, Lu and Em, died in an
Evanston hospital yesterday. In private
life she was the wife of Prof. Howard
Berozheimer, of the Northwestern Uni-
versity School of Speech. She died of
a streptococcic infection of the throat.
The act of which she was a member
had been a standard radio attraction
for years.
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“Came] Caravan”

Reviewed Tuesday, 9:30-10:30 p.m.
Style—Variety program. Sponsor—R. J.
Reynolds Company. Station—WABC
(CBS network).

If succeeding shows live up to the
mark and pace set by this hour’s enjoy-
ment Camels have made up for the half-
baked thing they had on before this
program. Series that went off had Ben-
nie Goodman and his band as the only
redeeming feature. This show, emseed
by Jack Oakie in his first radio series,
and Judging on the basis of the show
caught January 5. was big-time stuff
from the opening. And the opening—
the first minute—was zingy, getting
away from routine opening presentations.
After that it maintained its pace for
about 45 minutes, tapered off a bit,
picked up and closed strong.

Production idea has Jack Oakie as the
dean of a college. Sounds corny but {t
{sn’t, with the continuity brightly writ-
ten. Plenty of good cues are provided
to ring in the various guest stars. Oakie
handles his lines adroitly and gets his
personality over. Georgie Stoll, with his
orchestra on the Coast for the pro-
duction numbers, does another big-time
job. Shaw and Lee are used in and out
and used mighty well. They delivered a
lot of laughs. Bennie Goodman, piped
in several times from New York., always
leaves the customers wanting more. John
Boles, Judy Garland and Georgle Jessel
were the guests on the show and okeh,

Camel has also strengthened its play
for the campus customers with a differ-
ent college tieup eacli week. Yale Whif-
fenpoof Singers. 12 voices. did their sev-
eral rah-rah tunes well. Bob Redd and
Sam Moore, the producers of the pro-
gram, can take hig bows for a fine radio
Job.

Commercials plug the smokes as aid
to digestion. No foolin'. J. F.

Marion MecDermott

Reviewed Tuesday. 7-7:15 p.m. Style
-—Classical songs. Sustaining on WICC,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Here is a good classical singer with a
novelty in that she does her own an-
nouncing and describes her selections,
explaining origin, highlights of each
song, etc. Has a wide range of voice
and her announcing and descriptions
are done in an even, modulated tone
with a distinctive vocabulary. In this
program her choice leaned toward In-
dian songs. Accompanist is Ada Smith
Allision, who offered a nice solo. Miss
McDermott would be a swell bet for a
commercial and her program is a relief
from the usual run of Jazzy blues
singers. S. A L.

“WPA Symphonic Hour”

Reviewed Monday, 7:15-8:15 p. m., CST.
Style—Concert musie. Sustaining on
WDSU, New QOrleans.

Heard in a section where good sus-
tainings are a rarity except for pipings
this orchestra of 50 pieces directed by
Et Fontana is in itself a rarify in that it
strictly adlhieres to the classics and semis
and leaves populars to others. Those
who ask for pops during program are
very tactfully refused.

On last week's airing. concert opened
with the too-seldom-heard If I Were
King overture by Adams. Group touched
the semi-classical with Strauss’ Tales
From the Vienna Woods and Dvorak's Hu-
moresque, the latter being the final se-
lection of the full-hour program. Fon-
tana himself flawed an otherwise near-
perfect program by giving a short ad-
dress in imperfect English that might
better be left out. A pity, for director
has done a fine job of the project, al-

sWways rounding up his programs well.
Musicians are capable, all being grad-
uates of the pits of former legit or movie
palace “flesh” days. P. G. M.

Terry O’Toole

Reviewed Wednesday, 1:15-1:30 p.m.
Style—Commentary, vocel and organ.
Sustaining on WNAC, Boston, and the
Yankee network.

In a quarter-hour period tagged Song
Pictures, Terry O'Toole, a plaintive,
slightly tremulous-voiced, Irish tenor,
sends the New England dial twisters re-
freshingly different fare from straight
song and instrumental diet. Credit, too,

to Francis J. Cronin’s able support at
the console, to say nothing of the un-
mentioned, ever-neglected ghost that
writes the commentary.

In accordance with the mikeman who
labels O'Toole the youngest commenta-
tor on the air, the latter prefaces each
tune offering with appropriate, dramatie
corumentary leading up to and provid-
ing the listener with a romantic, vision-
ary sctting for the song to follow. Since
painting the mental picture for the radio
audience is a primary, requisite for air
production, award goes to this show in
that point of presentation. Terry de-
livers the spieling and songs with a
clear cut diction. S. J. P.

“Rippling Rhythm Revue”

Reviewed Sunday. 9:15-9:45 p.m. Style
—Music and dramatized ineidents.
Sponsor—John H. Wooddbury Company.
Station—WJZ (NBC mnetwork).

New program. replacing Paul White-
man, consists of musical numbers and
dramatized incidents which serve as cues
for the orchestra and singers. Betup
consists of Graham Harris' Orchestra for
production wnrk, Shep Fields’” Ork, Frank
Parker, a mixed chorus and the Canova
hillbilly trio. Makes for a well-rounded.
Zippy program possessing general appeal.

One incident concerned the boy meets
eirl idea =which led to the Pretty Girl Is
Like a Melody number. Fields' Orches-
tra, augmented and handled by Graham
Harris, did a nice job on Pennies From
Heaven and Mr. Ghost Goes to Town.
Parker’s sincing of Night Is Youna and
Night and Day. with a mixed chorus
backgrounding the solos, were done with
great gusto and feeling, and highlight-
ing the mucical fare. Hillbilly fiends
could take proper delight in the Cano-
vas. Judy. Annie and Zeke, with their
wholesome {f corney humor and musick-
ing. The feud between the hillbilly
Canovas and Parker got started In lively
fashion and promises to be a diverting
mountain feud—=safe for all.

A spiel in the center tends to be
overlong and makes a sharp break in
the show’s continuity.

Harris is not given billing.

“Rex Chandler Orchestra”

Reviewed Friday. 9-9:30 p.m. Style—
Orchestra. Sponsor—Ford Motor Com-
pany. Station WJZ (NBC neticork).

New orchestral series for Ford, replac=
Ing Fred Waring and his troupe, is a
distinct disappointment. Program itself
and the music are uninspired and lack
distinction, with scant ingenuity shown
in the arrangements. There are 42 men
in Chandler's Orchestra, but at no time
on the program caught did the music
show the depth or color to be expected
from an orchestra of such size. Chand-
ler, incidentally. was formerly known as
Chandler Goldthwaite, an organist on
NBC for some years.

Numbers are introduced by an idea
that fails to achieve interest and sounds
forced thruout. TIdea is to have a young
couple, at their home, listening to the
orchestra, with their conversation pro-

are well selected as to varlety, but that's
about where it ends. J. F.

Gene Gailbrath

Reviewed Tuesday, 3:15-3:30 p.m, Style
-—-Songs. Sustaining over KQV, Pitts-
burgh.

Gene Gailbrath, one of (Those Three
Girls,” popular song trio in the Pitts-
burgh area, has ushered in a 15-min-
ute weekly program of her own. Her
swingy voice and effective delivery smack
of network caliber. She looms a great
bet as a vocalist with a musical aggre-
gation or as a single. Accompanied on
the piano hy Everett Neil, with Ken
Hildebrand on hand for the announcing.

Gene opens and closes with Harvest
Moon, theme song. Selections on her
initial program included the feverish
One, Two, Button Your Shoe, You Don’t
Know What Youw're Doing, Never Should
Have Told You and I'm in the Mood jor
Love. S. H.

Slim, Jack and Gang
Reviewed Thursday, 12:15-12:30 p.m.
Style—Hillbillies. Sustaining orver Sta-
tion KDKA, Pittsburgh.

A daily program that has a follow-
ing, particularly in the outlying dis-
tricts around Pittsburgh, is the rural
song-comedy-music concoction dished
out by Slim and Jack and Gang, three
men and a girl. Nothing unusual herve,
but okeh for fans who like hick-town
dialects, clean puns, songs that date
back to the old mellerdrama days and
ticklish tunes played on a fiddle.

Juck does all the emseeing, others
lhelping out with song and music. Among
numbers contributed at this hearing
were the fiddling of a couple of solos
and the warbling of usual type songs.

S. H.

Court Okehs

Foreign Ban

HOUSTON, Jan. 9.—Federal Judge T.
M. Kennerly this week upheld the power
of Congress to regulate radio transmis-
sion of programs from foreign countries
when they originate in this country
without permission of the FCC.

The opinion handed down by Judge
Kennerly ruled against a demurrer in the
case of Norman Baker, Roy Richardson
and E. R. Hood, which was filed lﬂss
April. It is the first of its kind and thru
the action of the court upholds the va-
lidity of the Communications Act of
1934.

Indictments charged that Richardson,
Baker and Hood kept at Laredo a setup
for the manufacture of radio records
which were transmitted to Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico, for broadcast over XENT. Trans-
missions of these records were heard in
the United States, according to the in-
dictment,

In his ruling Judge Kennerly set up
three steps in violation of the com-
munications laws. First is the produc-
tion of the record, he said. Second is the
transmission of the record to a foreign
country and third is the broadcast of
the record which is heard in the United
States.

Indictment adds that the law is vio-
lated in that it reads, “No person may
maintian a broadcast studio or ap-
paratus for manufacturing electrical re-

Edwards to Head
New Coast Show

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 9.—Newest Trans-
american show, which will be offered to
the network sponsors soon, will have Gus
Edwards at the helm as emsce and pro-

ducer., Edwards was signed to an X
clusive radio contract this week, with
the first show of the proposed weekly
series, titled School Days on the Air,
slated for n break-in run on KFWB for
an hour swing beginning January 15,

Show is another amatcur period. with

Tawvards drawing his talent from schools
and colleges, Same 1dea has been broad-
cast on the Coast here for past several
months by Calijornie’s Hour, chain
store sponsored. Each week Edwards is
planning on having as guest star one of
his early-day discoveries.  Series marks
the Coast debut of Edwards, with Leon
Leonardi’s studio ork handling music.
Understood  that  Transamerican is
whipping the new show Into shape on
the hunch that Chase & Sanborn, cur-
rently sponsoring another Trans show,
Do You Want To Be an Actor?. will drop
the current feature at option time,

station later to be broadcast into the
United Stutes without permission of the
Federal Communications Commission.”
Representing the United States in the
hearing was District Attorney Douglas
McGregor, of Houston, and his assistants,

®
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works, via WIZ, WEAF and WABC. .
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recognize consistency rather than gross score. Figure in parentheses indicates number
of times song was played according to last week's listing. Period co ered is from
Friday, January 1, to Thursday, January 7, both dates inclusive.
There's Something in the Air (27)... 30 For Sentimental Reasons ............ 14
It’s De-Lovely (34)................ 27 | Love and Learn .,................. 14
With Plenty of Money and You (16).. 27 | Timber (14) ... ........ ..o nn 14
I'm in a Dancing Mood (20)........ 24 | Here's Love in Your Eye...... 12
I've Got You Under My Skin (21). ... 24 | One, Two, Button Your Shoe (IS) 13
Good Night, My Llove (16}. .. ..., . . 23 | May | Have the Next Romance? ..... 12
The Night Is Young and You're So Rainbow on the River......... ..... 12

Beautiful ...................... 22 | The Way You Look Tonight (12)....12
There's Frost on the Moon (16} ...... 18 | Where the Lazy River Goes By (14).. 10
Gee, But You're Beautiftul........... 16 ' | Love You From Coast to Coast. .. ... 9
Gone (22) ., ....... ... .. 16 | 'Taint Cood . ..................... 9
I'll Sing You a Thousand Love Songs Serenade In the Night (16)....... . 8
QU 000 000qoombr o o Fae 4 0 00 15 | You're Everything Sweet . ........... 7

Trust in Me . ..................... 15

SHEET MUSIC BEST SELLERS will be found on page 15. Musical Director
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Clations and people

Address All Communications to the New York Office

TONEY MCcLINN, WIP director of

sports broadcasts, was elected secre-
tary of the Philadelphia Sports Writers’
Assoclation. NELSON DOUGLAS
HIBBS, son of WTEL's prexy, warbles
over WIP, Philadelphia. under the name
of “Roy Lane.” . , . DON HEYWORTH
celebrates his 10th year in radio as an
announcer, debuting in 1927 at WLOE,
Boston, and coming to KYW, Philadel-
phia, from WNEW in May, 1936. . . .
HUGH BROOKS and JOHN HAYES left
Philadelphia airlanes for announcing
posts at WOR. . . . ARTHUR Q. BRYAN,
former announcer and script writer at
WIP, Philadelphia, joins the production
staff at KFWB, Hollywood. . . . CONNIE
MACK, baseball major, doing guest
spiels on FRED FORD'S sport shots at
WCAU, Philadelphia. . . BETTY RAY,
former WFIL thrush, returns to Phila-
delphia radio at KYW. BILLY
LAPATA joins the staff artists at KYW,
Philadelphia, after a fling at orchestra-
dom with JOE VENUTI'S Ork.

LEN FINGER, KTAT, Ft. Worth, Tex., sport
commentator, will handle broadcasting of
Southwest Conference basketball games played
by Texas Christian University at home. . . .
HERB OWENS, Register and Tribune reporter,
with wife and sister, making a “trailer trek”
from Des Moines to the Southland. lowa
Network stations, KSO and WMT, Des Moines,
broadcast the takeoff. . . . ). J. BELOUNGY,
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., chief engineer, is
showing with pride in his cyes a letter from
a West Coast cngineer telling of receiving
WBT near Los Angeles in the afternoon. . . .
WHIO, Dayton, O., broadcasts from local
police court daily. . . JUDGE MERRITT ).
SCHLAFMAN is in favor of actual court
broadcasts as differentiated from special
court programs not actually radioed from the
court.

T1C., Hartford, Conn., just couldn’t

let WICC, Bridgeport, be the earliest
Comnecticut station on the air (daily
at 6:30) so they put Blue Grass Roy, a
hillbilly singer, on at the same time.
WNLC, New London, Conn. is printing
its weekly programs in collaboration
with merchants' advertising and is dis-
tributing over 20.000 weekly. . . . New
Haven, Conn., Is the largest city in the
United States without a full-time radio
station. but WELI. thru its manager,
JAMES MILNE, is putting up a big bat-
tle before the FPCC and expects to get
permission shortly. . . . RALPH KANNA,
announcer and script writer at WELI,
New Haven, Conn., is again back on the
job after a six-month leave of absence.

. JACK BANKEY, of WWSW, Pitts-
burgh, s starting a new commercial this
week over that station for a beauty
preparation firm. . . . WALTER
FRAMER, Pittsburgh radio artist, will
handle the publicity for United Artists
Pictures in that territory, starting late
this month.

W. K. (HELLO WORLD) HENDERSON, the
stormy petrei of radio’s younger days, i3 ready
to return to the ether waves. Says he is
dickering with a Mexican station for his serv-
fces. . . Five Louisiana stations are joined
in “Farm™ program being aired thru agri-
cultural extension division of LSU. First of
series began this week thru WWL, New Or-

leans: KRMD, Shreveport; KVOL, Lafayétte;
KYMB, Monroe, and KALB, Alexandria. All
stations are members of the “irregular”

Louisiana network.

DAMS HATS has taken two 15-

minute evening programs on New
Orleans stations, devoted to sport stuff
on WWL and WJBW. . . The Greater
Birmingham Committee Is using the
ether solely as a means of advertising
the Magic City's advantages. New series
of nine talks began January 6. o
BILL FIELDING {s conducting a new
30-minute Sunday morning varlety
show over WNBR, Memphis, featuring
vaudeville stars who are appearing at
newly reopened Orpheum Theater there.
Program is being sponsored by a large
department store and is called Stars
and Diamonds. . . ALVA DE MARKS
has left the Birmingham airlanes for
Pensacola, where he has jolned the. Jolly
Sevenettes for the winter season at
WCOA. DALE SCANLAN is new
addition to FCC staff at Galveston, Tex.

CLEVELAND NOTES: JOHN PATT, of
WGCAR, handed out a 10 per cent bonus to
all employees, including himself. . . IRENE
DZIERCOWSKI, who has been singing with
LOUIS RICH'S Orchestra on WHK, has been

added to the fegular staff. GILMAN
YOUNG is back on WHK as exercise man at
7 am. Planning numerous historic
broadeasts thruout Ohio this season, WHK
is preparing to cover the opening of ancient
Indian mounds in the southern part of the
State, . . . LARRY ROLLER, of WHK-WJAY,
is arranging for a series of broadeasts from
the Great Lakes Exposition during the summer.

SB, Atlanta Journal station, has an

Editorial Hour during which the edi-
torial views of the paper are expressed.
Recent program had Managing Editor
JOHN PASCHALL give The Journal’s out=
look for 1937, SIR WALTER PASCHALL,
WSB news reporter and elocutionist,
back at the grind after a week of Florida
vacationing. DOUGLAS EDWARD did
the pinch-hitting stint while PASCHALL
was away.

OMMY RIGGS (and Betty) are ended
with Spang Baking Company, which

is looking for a new attraction. Tommy
is headed for Chicago or Cincinnati.
JIMMY AGUE, long with WHK,

has gone hillbilly, joining up with the
JONES BOYS for a two-a-week broad-
cast for Pontiac over this station’s mike.
. . STUBBY GORDON goes on the

NAB Sales Division Execs
To Hold Meeting in Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Meeting of the
sales managers’ division of the com-
mercial section of the NAB will be held
for two days at the Hotel Sherman here
starting January 18. Buryl Lottridge,

chairman of the division, will preside,
Meeting will be devoted to discussion of
problems affecting sales and promotion
men in radio and will discuss problems
previously discussed at divisional meet-
ings of the sales managers. Latter are
grouped as to section of the country,
and have been holding regional meetings
for the last few months, Lottridge has
been working on swelling the attendance
at the Chicago meet for some time. Only
authorized station men will be admitted,
with representatives or proxies not al-

alr with his orchestra on Saturdays
with a half-hour network over WTAM.

. SID ANDORN, who Walter
Wlnchells with local gossip over WGAR,
has trekked to Hollywood for five weeks,
sending back copy to be alred. b
DOROTHY CRANDALL, EARL ROHLF
and BRAMLEY HOUSE, of WTAM, are
preparing to break out with a new com-
mercial. . . . CARL GEORGE, arnouncer
at WGAR. has gone to Columbus to
take the Ohio bar examination.

it [Shie

By JERRY
ICK HIMBER is in line for his second
commercial, this one to go on

Mutual if and when, with Libbey Owens
Glass footing the bills, Audition was
Friday (8) with Stuart Allen and Gogo
DeLys as vocalists. It's Miss DeLys’ first
commercial in 18 months, since leaving
Phil Baker. Agency is United Advertis-
ing. Himber will be billed as with his
Ritz Carlton Ork as apart from his
Champlons, on the air for Studebaker.

Well, Bill Bacher was in town last
week and even tho it was Just for a
short time, there was no mistaking that
Bill Bacher was In town. Trailed by
14 whirling dervishes, about the only
facts gathered were that Bacher audi-
tioned Buddy Clark for the Hollywood
Hotel emsee jJob, along with Jimmy Mel-
ton. Bacher only told a few hundred
people “a secret”—that he was going to
offer Fred Allen $10,000 a week for the
job. Friday (8) the report was that Phil
Regan and Fred MacMurray, picture
player, would start on the show this
week.

Donald Flamm, WMCA president, is
due back from Europe Thursday (14).

. Gang Busters goes into year number
two on CBS January 13. . .. Bill Shep-
ard, WHN announcer, hies to Dallas to
be wed, this week, nuptials taking place
January 20. He wanted to be married
under the shelter of a couple of 10-

FRANKEN

gallon hats. . . . Ernest Cappobianco is
now wearing the title of CBS art direc-
tor, succeeding Harry O'Brien, who re-
signed.

BS staff had plenty of grippe trouble

last week. Mefford Runyon, treas-
urer; Ed Reynolds, Maury Gaffney and
Dan Wickendon, of sales promotion, and
Edward Klauber, vice-prez, were among
those nursing fevers and wobbly legs. .. .
Paul Whiteman left for a tour after his
General Motors show. He plays the
Governor’'s Inaugural Ball in Austin,
Tex., January 19, then continuing up
thru the West. . . . Johnny Davis, of the
Waring troupe, has joined the Three
T's, now’ being conducted by Frankie
Trumbauer. Outfit is on NBC from the
Hickory House,

Good news last week, the reuniting of
Fray and Bragglotti on NBC January
18. , . . Marguerite Monroe, Wayne
Randall's secretary at NBC, quit last
week, resignation taking effect January
15. Evelyn Smiffen takes her place.
Story concerning Miss Monroe's resigna-
tion is a honey. . .. Chevrolet won’t hire
a new band now until the fall for its
transcription series. Rubinoff will con-
tinue to do those waxings, if and when
the transcription campaign starts again.

. Sealtest continues on a week-to-
week basis.

Chi Uin Notes

By F. LANGDON MORGAN

ARLETON KELSEY, erstwhile maestro

of the Sears Then and Now program,
which recently went off the alr, took
over the post of musical director for
the Western division of CBS on January
10. He succeeds Billy Mills, who has been
director for Columbia for several years,
and is planning to go into free-lance
musical production activities in this area.
Prior to his arrival in Chicago as mu-
sical director of the Sears broadcast
Kelsey was cannected with Station
KFWB, Hollywood, and worked on a va-
riety of motion picture productions. . . .
The Penthouse Serenade expanded its
network with its first broadcast of 1937
and is now heard on the NBC Mountain
and West Coast Red chain and WCAE,
Pittsburgh. . . . Smiling Ed McConnell
celebrated a birthday January 12. . . .
Jim Cruisinberry, former Chicago sport
writer, who writes the “Sports Huddle”
for Pat Flanagan and John Harrigan,
is in the hospital with the flu. , .
Patsy Montana, WLS singing cowgirl, has
returned from a week's visit in Ken-

tucky. . . . Jack (Peacock) Kelly, WCFL
musical director, is back on the job
after being home a week with illness
that bordered on pneumonia. . . . Henry
Busse and his orchestra celebrated their
first year on the NBC networks Janu-
ary 10.

RANK RAND, CBS Central Division

publicity chlef, .is another who has
been laid low with the flu but is now
back at his desk. . . . Norm Sherr, once
WBBM planist, s now staff pianist of
NBC here. . . . Ed Paulin, formerly with
stations in Dubuque, Rockford and
Davenport, 1s a new mikeman at WLS.

. NBC's Breakfast Club, without a lo-
cal outlet since Chicago changed from
Eastern Standard to Central Standard
time, i{s being heard over WCFL. . .
Attilio Baggiore, WGN's brilliant operatlc
tenor, left January 12 for a concert tour
thru Texas, Oklahoma and Mexico and
will not return to WGN until January
25. . , . Lulu Belle and her husband,
Skyland Scotty, celebrated the first birth-

lowed. Meeting is very important and
is expected to draw a heavy attendance.

Long list of speakers has been ar-
ranged. Opening address will be made
bv C. W. Myers, NAB president. R. J.
Barrett Jr., of the local office of Blackett-
Sample-Hummert, will talk on co-opera-
tion between time salesmen and agency
execs. Important contribution {5 to
come from T. F. Flanagan, president of
the Penn Tobacco Company, who will
talk on “Standardization in the Spot
Broadcasting Field.” Latter problem is
now one of the leading headaches in
radio and is being worked on from sev-
eral angles,

James Baldwin, NAB managing direc-
tor, will be another talker the second
day. H. K. Carpenter, of WHK, Cleveland,
chairman of the NAB commercial sec-
tion, is another scheduled talker. Panel
discussions on sales problems will be
conducted by J. Leslle Fox and Mort
Watters.

West Coast Notes;

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 9.-—With several
new shows changing in emanation from
the FEast, CBS is looking about Holly-
wood for another theater or auditorium
to use as remote spot. Columbia has
made an effort to get the Hollywood
Playhouse, but the spot is under lease
to the Federal Theater Profect. If the
network can find a suitable spot. Ruth-
rauff & Ryan, ad agency, will spot three
of its shows in it. The Milton Berle
sing feature set to hop westward in late
January; the Al Jolson show, currently
broadcasting from the Wilshire Ebell
Clhub. and Joe Penner’s broadcast, now
emanating from a downtown spot, would
be the three to move in,

Meanwhile, NBC is reported interested
in the Pan-Pacific Auditorium, with a
seating capacity of 10,000, for several
special broadcasts. The Filmarte The-
ater in Hollywood also went to radio
last week with the inauguration of a
new mass sing sponsored by Fox West
Coast Theaters. Show goes to nine sta«
tion on the Coast thru the Don lLee
chain and is emsead by Ed Lowry,
former vaude presentation name.

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 9.—There’s
considerable burn on the part of art-
ists around town since word went out
that KFRC people appearing nn KSFO,
new CBS outlet, needn’t report back to
the former statton. Coule KFRC artists
tried it and are now off their former
shows,

To interest prospective cllents and
agency men, too., NBC Monday night
stazed a special audition at the Com-
munity Playhouse, and recorded same
for Emnstern executives. Cast inciuded
a large ork directed by Meredith Will-
son; Three Cheers, Willlams Sisters,
Armand Girard, Betty Kelly and Zarova,
Lou Tobin. It was the first audition of
its kind staged in these parts, Hour
show, produced uhder supervision of
Ken Carney, NBC program manager,
featured excerpts from popular musical
comedies. Samuel B. Dickson authored
the script for dramatic sequences.

Shakeup at KYA has Edward J. Mc-
Callum out*and M. E, (Bob) Roberts
in as station manager, the change be-
ing announced by Emile J. Gough, vice-
president of Hearst Radio, Inc. Mec-
Callum was associated with the station
for more than five years. His successor,
well known in Pacific Coast radlo and
advertising, was commercial manager
the past year. In taking over his new
duties he combines the two jobs.
Roberts for more than three years
headed his own advertising agency here
before coming to KYA. Prior to that
he was manager of KTAB, now KSFO,
the CBS outlet here.

day of their daughter, Linda Lou, on

" January 3

BBM-CBS NOTES: Jack Fulton,

handsome young tenor on the Poetic
Melodies program, is being angled for
by motion picture companies who want
him to go to Hollywood for a screen
test at his earliest convenience.
John Wiegel, WBBM announcer, recently
ran down to his home town. Mansfleld,
O., for a visit. . . . Lee Francis, WBBM
pianist, is also an accomplished organist.

. Richard N. Chindbloom, assistant
program director of WBBM, has been

(See CHI AIR NOTES on page 14)
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CHORINES GOT THE WEEPS

Detroit Cafe
Wages Upped

AFA raises minimum scale

for acts in union spots—
in effect Feb. 1

DETROIT, Jan. 9.—A new up-State
&cale for acts playing union night spots
will go into effect February 1, according
to Walter F. Ryan, representative of the
American Federation of Actors. New
minimum prices will be $35 per week
for full week spots. At the same time,
split-week spots will begin a new scale
of 838.50 per week, to be split pro rata,
while spots using acts one or two nights
only will pay $7 a night.

A new scale will also go into effect
locally a few weeks later, Ryan said,
with full week spots raising $5 to $30
per week minimum.

The AFA has just signed up 12 closed
shop spots in Michigan and Ohto, at the
beginning of & campaign for this type of
operation.

Prospects for night spot employment
look good, Ryan said, commenting on
the fact that not a single report of any
night club or garden dropping floor
ehows has come in, even from the one-
night stands, following the usual drop
in business after New Year’s. This rec-
ord applied to Detroit only, with two
spots known to have closed in Ohio,
however,

Rochester Hotels
Faced With Strike

ROCHESTER, N. Y. Jan. 9.—Balked
in their efforts to curb New Year's Eve
celebrations, striking bartenders, cooks,
wailters and waltresses at all major
Rochester hotels and a number of lead-
ing restaurants prepared this week to
broaden their activities with support
from hotel operating engineers.

The engineers voted to join the strike,
but held to their jobs pending instruc=-
“ tions from their international union.
Almost at the same moment the Roch-
ester local of the Musicians’ Protective
Association announced it would grant
no more contracts to houses affected by
the strike.

What the strike will do to night spots,
cocktatl and tap rooms and dining rooms
was somewhat a matter of conjecture
early this week, with union leaders
claiming business definitely affected and
operators still adamant in their refusal
to recognize the union and sign wage
and hour contracts, Pickets kept day
and night vigil.

Strike took on serious proportions
New Year's Eve when bartenders walked
out in sympathy. closing the Powers
Hotel taproom and curtailing celebra-
tions at several other places. New
Year's crowds were the biggest in years,
however, and hotel men declared the
rush was beyond expectations, despite
the walkout.

Twenty-six pickets were arrested and
released a few days later after a
massed picketing demonstration In
front of the Powers Hotel. Strike leaders
sald they expected the Rev. John P.
Boland, head of the Regional Labor
Board, and Thomas Finn, Labor Depart-
ment arbiter, in the city early next
week.

Rutzen Quits P. A. Job;

. .
Fritz Blocki Succeeds

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Willard M. Rutzen,
who has been directing public relations
for the Casino Parisien and Monte Carlo
Bar for the International Casino of
Illinois, Inc., has resigned to give all
his time to his job as assistant to Man-
aging Director Leonard Hicks of the
Morrison Hotel.

Fritz Blocki., publicity director of the
State-Lake Theater. succeeds Rutzen at
the Casino Parisien and Monte Carlo
Bar.

Swing Goes High Hat

NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Swing has defi-
nitely crashed the arts and will be the
subject of a powwow January 14 spon-
sored by the Murray Hill Forum." Robert
Smith, music authority on the staff of
CBS, will lead the discussion and will,
presumably, try to explain just what, if
anything, makes the new “ism” tick.

High-falutin’ title of “Swing Music and
American Folk Culture” ought to make
Louis Armstrong and the boys pause and
consider what all this is leading to.

1-Nighters Opening
Up; Whiteman Set

NEW YORK, Jan. 9—Pointing it out
as proof that the one-nighters are suc-
cessfully making a comeback and are
again able to book name bands, Con-
solidated Radio Artists has just lined
up four weeks, mostly one-nighters thru
the Midwest, for Paul Whiteman’s Band.
‘Whiteman opened his tour at the George
T. Pavillon, Johnson City, N. Y., yester-
day, the route to include one-night
theater stands as well as a swing over
the Tom Archer Circuit of ballrooms in
8t. Joseph, Sioux City, Des Moines,
Sioux Falls and Omaha.

CRA hss also signed up some new
ones: Irving Rose, who opens a doubling
engagement January 19 at the Ft. Mon-
tague Beach Hotel and the Jungle Club,
Nassau; the Happy-Go-Lucky Band, now
at the Whitehall Hotel, Palm  Beach,
Fla.; Sigmund Shatz’s Gypsy Orchestra
and Joseph Beers’ Band at the Roney-
Plaza Hotel, Miami.

Cincy Nitery in Bankruptcy

CINCINNATI, Jan. 9.—After the filing
of an {involuntary petition for bank-
ruptcy against the proprietor of the
4444 night club here. Judge Robert R.
Nevin, of the United States District
Court. named Harry A. Abrams, attorney,
as recetver for the bankrupt nitery. Peti-
tion, naming Issy Schneiderman as pro-
prietor, was filed by the Queen City
Bottling Company, this city, one of the
chief creditors. Petition sets forth ase
sets of $2.000 and labilities of $12,000.

Maurice Staub to New York

CHICAGO, Jan. 9~—Maurice Staub,
former professional manager of the local
Mills Music office, has been transferred
to the New York office as general pro-
fessional manager. Succeeded here by
his former assistant, Archie Levinson.
Staub was tendered a farewell luncheon
at Henrici’s last Saturday by associates
and friends.

HollyTvood Country
Club Sets “Names”

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.—Opening show
at the Hollywood Country Club, Holly-
wood, Fla., this Wednesday will com-
prise Xavier Cugat’s Ork, Eddie Garr,
Benay Venuta and Gomez and Winona.
Spot 1s booked exclusively by Music
Corporation of America.

Yacht Club Boys are booked for the
club, starting January 27, replacing
Garr and several weeks later Veloz and
Yolanda are slated to go in.

Chorus Equity Having Tough
Time Trying To Organize 'Em

Taking conservative line—no other labor ties as yet—
Equity angle—chorines hit by short payoffs, long hours,
mixing, layoffs, low wages

NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—Altho acts playing night clubs are well on the way
toward unionization, chorus girls are still more or less stepchildren in the various

organization schemes.

tion in the night club field when the American Federation of Actors

Chorus Equity Assoclation took over the chorus jurisdic-

rcceived its

AFL charter from the Associated Actors and Artistes of America three years ago.
Since that time the AFA has tied up with sister unions, such as the musiclians,

stagehands and restaurant workers,

Pennsy Cafes
Must Pay Tax

LANCASTER, Pa., Jan. 9—In a prece-
dental deciston Judge B. C. Atlee de-
clared that a cafe which furnishes
orchestra music for dancing must pay
an amusement tax, even tho there is no
cover charge. Louis Yanko, former
nitery nabob, was charged with failing
to take out an amusement license for
his spot. Payment of back taxes due
the State Revenue Department will be
part of his sentence. Yanko maintained
that since he charged patrons only for
food and drink he was not required to
pay the amusement tax.

Law passed in 1913 calls for a $501.25.

yearly tax, with a $250 penalty for each
year the tax is not paid, plus an accu-
mulative interest charge. In the Phila-
delphia area nabobs have banded into
a Cafe Owners’ Protective Association to
ficht the enforcement of the tax, and a
similar test case is pending in the
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court.

A License With Strings

BOSTON, Jan. 9—Club Bagdad here
was granted a 1937 liquor license by the
Licensing Board with the proviso that
its street door must be left open till the
place darkens for the night and that no
customers may be admitted after mid-
night Saturdays or after 1 am. on week
days.

Patrons pust exit 12:30 a.m. Sundays
and 1:30 weekday mornings.

Veloz and Yolanda
Chicago Hold Over

CHICAGO, Jan. 9.—Veloz and Yo-
landa and theilr orchestra directed by
George Hamilton will continue at the
Palmer House up to January 28 when
an entire new show and dance band
will follow them. Engagement here was
originally for two weeks only. They open
at the Chicago Theater January 29 for
two weeks.

Rochester Booking Switch

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Jan. 9.—Mutual
Entertainment Exchange of this city has
acquired two new dates, the Marble Bar
here, and the Havana Casino, Buffalo.
Spots were formerly booked by the Harry
Stone Agency.

Sells Acts Via Silent Films;

Own Talk Accompaniment Free

BOSTON, Jan. 9.—Latest wrinkle for
selling talent is proving practical and
profitable for James L. MacCarthy. of
the Artists’ Amusement Agency. He is
in possession pf the AAA Film Library,
replete with films of all types of acts.
These cinemacts are used to sell acts to
night club and private club managers.
The gelatin auditions practically do
away with verbal salesmanship.

Pictures are taken without sound,
since they are screened in office and
committee rooms and exact voice and

sound reproductions would probably be
distorted.

The AAA is formulating plans to set
up a permanent studio to take and
project sound films.

This manner of selling talent is a
benefft to the acts themselves, says
MacCarthy, as the films can be shown
many times and eliminate the everlast
ing demand for auditions,

Flickers are shot in black and white
and also in technicolor and are taken
under actual working conditions.

in its attempts to organize night club acts.

Chorus Equity, on the other hand, has
been pursuing a different course. It has
not made any close labor contacts. Mrs.
Dorothy Bryant, Chorus Equity secre-
tary, explains that her organization “is
trying quietly to get & membership in
the cabaret field” before it comes out in
the open with demands. Altho many
Chorus Equity members are playing the
cabaret field, very f®w keep in good
standing, as the organization has no
means of policing the field such as it has
in legit. Mrs. Bryant says she hopes the
CEA “will have a labor tieup later” so
that it may make greater progress in
the cabaret field.

Chorus Equity is a junior wing of
Equity, and the Equity president, Frank
Gillmore, is also president of Chorus
Equity. It is possible that the Equity
policy in recent years of shunning re-
ciprocal agreements with other craft
unions in legit has affected Chorus
Equity’s attitude in the night club field.

In any event Chorus Equity is not
working alone in organizing cabarets.
However, it has drawn up a standard
contract for the night club field, just as
the AFA did. and it is also offering
former members now playing cabarets a
chance to regain good standing by pay-
ing current dues only.

Bestdes the usual headaches of long
hours, cramped and unsafe dressing
rooms, short payoffs and forced mixing
with customers, night club chorus girls
are faced with such problems as benefit
shows, salary cuts when “business is
bad,” long rehearsals, frequent layoffs
when on the road and subsistence wages.

When querted, Equity said night clubs
are difftcult to police and that there-
fore Chorus Equity’s organization at-
tempts must of necessity be slow.

Pittsburgh Acts
Ready To Elect
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